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Red  White  &  Blue  Summer 

A  Historic  Downtown  Celebration 

NOW  THROUGH  SEPTEMBER  1 
601.583.4329  /  601.558.2757 

William  Carey  Dinner  Theater 

Presents  "Red  Hot  &  Cole" 

July  8 -13 

601.318.6221 


Great  Southern  Stampede 

Western- Themed  Showdeo 

August  21  -  September  1 

601.583.7500 

Hot  August  Night 

Downtown  Street  Concert 
August  23 
601.583.4329 
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Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  ol  I  lousing  and 
and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 
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The  fine  arts  thrive  at  Southern  Miss,  creating  a 
tangible  spirit  that  affects  every  student  and  faculty 
member  on  campus.  After  each  student  artist  plays 
one  final  note  before  moving  on  to  pursue  life  after 
college,  the  talents  honed  here  continue  to  resonate, 
inspiring  us  all. 


For  over  100  years,  Hancock  Bank  has  been  there 
to  help  both  students  and  parents  achieve  their 
educational  goals.  We  salute  Southern  Miss  and  its 
proud  heritage  of  producing  artists  who  not  only 
share  their  talents  with  the  Gulf  South  but  also 
make  the  world  a  more  creative  and  brighter  place. 


Hancock  Bank 


Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 


Did  you  know  that 
Southern  Miss  alumni  could 
save  money  on  auto  insurance? 
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You  may  already  know  that  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  alumni  can  get  a 
special  group  discount  on  auto  insurance 
through  Liberty  Mutual's  Group  Savings 
Plus5  program.  But  did  you  know  that 
you  could  save  even  more  with  a  group 
discount  on  your  home  insurance,  and  a 
multi-policy  discount  if  you  insure  both 
your  auto  and  home? 

To  learn  more  about  all  the  valuable 
savings  and  benefits  available  through 
Group  Savings  Plus,  call  today. 


Get  more.  Save  more. 

Find  out  just  how  much  more  today. 

•  Call  1-888-751-5644  and  mention  client  #11 3257 

•  Go  to  www.libertymutual.com/lm/southernmissalumni 

•  Or  visit  a  Liberty  Mutual  office  near  you 


Responsibility.  What's  your  policy? 


Iffe-  Liberty 
W  Mutual 


This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  byLiberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  The  First  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  aff  liates,  175  Berkely 
Street,  Boston.  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer  reporting  agency  and/or  a  motor  vehicle  report  on  all  drivers  listed  on  your  policy  may  be  obtained.   ©2008  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
Liberty  Mutual  is  an  Equal  Housing  Insurer. 
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SIGHTING  SOUTHERN  STARS:  BALANCING  ACT 

Student  Government  Association  President  Melissa  Cirino's  daily  routine  is  not 
that  ol  an  average  college  student.  She  rises  early  for  morning  meetings,  attends 
speaking  engagements,  maintains  communication  with  University  administra- 
tion and  follows  that  up  with  afternoon  meetings.  Somehow,  she  also  manages 
to  attend  class,  work  on  academic  and  student  affairs  and  occasionally  sleep. 


20,000  IN  2010 

While  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  community  is  already  making 
plans  for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  institution's  found- 
ing on  March  30,  1 910,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  is  doing  its  part 
by  attempting  to  raise  its  membership  to  more  than  20,000  members. 

DR.  PHIL  POST  WORKING  WELL  FOR  ALUMNA 

As  a  producer  and  writer  for  The  Dr.  Phil  Show,"  Melissa  Pace  Overholt  '96 
heads  up  production  teams  that  approve  video  content,  oversee  research,  write 
scripts  and  edit  the  show.  The  Mississippi  native's  work  earned  her  and  her 
team  a  2008  Daytime  Emmy  nomination. 

CREATIVE.  BOLD.  DETERMINED. 

On  March  28,  Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders  was  inaugurated  as  president  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Dr.  Saunders,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna,  is 
the  ninth  person  and  Inst  female  to  hold  the  office.  Included  in  this  edition 
of  The  Talon  is  the  text  from  her  inauguration  ceremony  address,  delivered  to 
the  hundreds  of  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  community  who  had  gathered 
at  Bennett  Auditorium 


A  PARROTHEAD  PARADISE  IN  BILOXI 

Margaritavillc,  tire  popular  song  by  a  famous  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  initially  a 
lyrical  paradise,  will  now  be  one  of  the  largest  developments  in  downtown  Biloxi 
as  work  mows  forward  on  the  new  Margaritavillc  Casino  and  Resort,  Jason  Wold. 
a  1999  graduate  ol  the  University's  construction  engineering  technolog    j 
is  serving  as  project  executive  For  the  highly  anticipated  development. 


FRONT  COVER:  THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  HAS  LAUNCHED  THE  20,000  IN  2010  CAA\PAIGN,  AN  EFFORT  TO  INCREASE  THE  NUMBER 
OF  ASSOCIATION  MEMBERS  TO  20,000  BY  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY'S  CENTENNIAL  ON  MARCH  30. 
2010.  THE  ASSOCIATION'S  LOGO  NOW  INCLUDES  A  BANNER  FEATURING  THE  NAME  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 
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eazeale,  Julie  Polk  Breazeale  '00,  Barrett  Breazeale,  Jan  Polk  '74,  John  Polk  71  and 
Brian  Polk  pose  in  front  of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building. 


After  more  than  20  years  of  annual 

membership  in  the  association,  we  decided  to 

renew  as  Life  Members.  Life  Membership  ensures 

we  will  be  counted  in  the  association's  "20,000  in 

2010"  Membership  Campaign.  We  encourage  other 


ANNUAL  MEMBERS  TO  DO  THE  SAME. 


John  '71  and  Jan  Polk  74 


TIME   TO 

RECONNECT 


There's  no  better  way  to  get  keep  in  touch  with  Southern  Miss  than 
through  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association.  And  there's  no  better 
time  than  the  present  to  become  a  three-year  or  Life  Member  of  the 
Association  to  ensure  you  are  part  of  our  20,000  in  2010  campaign,  a 
drive  to  grow  our  membership  to  20,000  by  the  year  2010. 


We  encourage  you  to  continue  your  support 
of  the  Alumni  Association  and  help  us 
bring  fellow  alumni  back  into  the  family.  To 
become  a  three-year  or  Life  Member,  log  on  to 
SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  call  601.266.5013. 
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In  her  inauguration  address  to  the  Southern  Miss  community  in  March,  Dr.  Martha  Saunders 
presented  a  clear  vision  for  the  future  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  She  said  Southern 
Miss  is  creative,  bold  and  determined  —  three  traits  that  will  enable  the  institution  to  forge  vision 
into  reality  as  it  approaches  the  centennial  of  Us  founding  on  March  30,  2010. 

For  Southern  Miss  alumni,  the  Centennial  Celebration  that  will  take  place  throughout  the  calen- 
dar year  of  2010  will  be  a  time  to  both  celebrate  the  institution's  treasured  past  and  to  look  forward  to 
its  golden  future.  No  doubt,  we  have  much  in  which  to  take  pride. 

As  an  integral  part  of  this  great  institution,  you  are  keenly  aware  that  Southern  Miss  has  not  easily- 
become  the  comprehensive,  research  extensive,  national  university  it  is  today.  Dr.  Saunders  correctly 
noted  that  the  institution  came  into  being  only  after  one  of  the  most  contentious  legislative  fights 
in  state  history.  And  when  Dr.  William  McCain  petitioned  to  make  Mississippi  Southern  College 
a  university,  he  had  to  overcome  great  resistance  from  state  higher  education  leaders  and  others. 
However,  Dr.  Saunders  also  correctly  noted  that  at  Southern  Miss  "there  is  a  belief  that  we  can  do 
anything  we  set  our  minds  to  . . .  with  or  without  permission."  As  we  enter  our  second  century,  should 
we  expect  our  battles  to  be  any  less  contentious?  Perhaps,  but  nevertheless,  our  preparation  should  be  no 
less  thorough  and  our  response  no  less  powerful.  So  while  the  centennial  is  just  cause  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  to 
celebrate,  it  should  also  serve  as  a  reminder  that  our  greatest  achievements  have  come  only  when  we  have  picked 
ourselves  up  by  our  bootstraps  and  worked  hard. 

This  spring,  the  Alumni  Association  launched  a  multi-year  initiative  designed  to  increase  the  number  of  active 
members  in  the  organization  to  20,000  by  the  celebration  of  the  University's  centennial.  Today,  the  Association 
boasts  of  16,500  members  or  about  18  percent  of  the  total  alumni  base.  While  this  is  above  the  average  of  similar 
size  institutions  across  the  country,  we  are  determined  to  roll  up  our  sleeves  and  firmly  place  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  among  the  upper-echelon  of  alumni  associations  across  the  country  in 
terms  of  membership. 

Why  is  the  success  of  the  20,000  in  2010  campaign  important7  The  short  answer  is  thai  the  Association  ben- 
efits the  University  in  a  number  of  ways,  including  financial  support  of  arts  and  athletics  programs,  scholarships 
for  children  and  grandchildren  of  alumni,  and  fostering  relationships  with  government  officials.  In  other  words, 
your  alma  mater  is  a  healthier  institution  with  more  active  alumni  than  without,  and  support  starts  in  the  simplest 
and  most  cost-effective  way  —  membership  in  the  Association. 

Let  me  be  clear,  though.  To  reach  our  goal  of  20,000  members,  we  are  going  to  need  your  help.  As  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Alumni  Association,  you  are  our  greatest  ambassadors.  You  are  aware  of  the  value  of  membership  as 
well  as  its  benefits.  You  have  remained  connected  to  the  University;  please  encourage  your  friends  and  classmates 
to  reconnect.  We  need  you  to  not  only  ensure  that  your  membership  remains  active,  but  to  invite  friends  to  join  or 
give  the  gift  of  membership  to  a  fellow  alum. 

The  stall  oi  the  Alumni  Association  is  aware  that  you  may  run  into  the  question,  "Why  should  I  join?"  So  in 
this  edition  of  The  Talon,  we  have  provided  you  with  ample  answers  to  the  question,  "Why?"  On  pages  37-41, 
you  can  read  about  many  of  the  Association's  initiatives  and  programs.  While  the  items  included  certainly  do  not 
present  an  exhaustive  list  of  all  the  Associations  activities,  it  does  provide  a  persuasive  argument  for  joining  the 
organization.  It  should  also  serve  as  a  reminder  to  you,  the  member,  that  your  investment  in  the  Association  is 
being  used  wisely  and  effectively. 

As  the  celebration  ol  the  institution's  centennial  approaches,  there  has  never  been  a  better  time  to  be  a  Golden 
Eagle.  University  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  has  outlined  a  clear,  ambitious  vision  for  Southern  Miss,  a  vision 
you  can  read  about  in  the  pages  of  this  magazine,  as  we  have  included  her  inauguration  remarks  We  want  you  and 
all  alumni  to  not  only  remain  an  important  part  of  Southern  Miss'  treasured  past,  but  also  be  an  active,  involved 
part  of  its  golden  future. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

Jerry  B.  DeFattaJr.  '00 

Associate  Director  for  External  Affairs 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS^ 


Deans  Named  for  Arts  and  Letters,  Business  and  Libraries 


University 
President  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders  has  an- 
nounced that  deans 
for  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters,  College 
of  Business  and 
University  Libraries 
have  been  named. 
Dr.  Denise  K.  von 
Herrmann,  who  has  served  as  interim  dean 
of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  since 
February  2007,  is  now  the  college's  second 
dean  since  it  was  formed  in  2003. 

Having  served  Southern  Miss  as  depart- 
ment chair  of  Political  Science,  International 
Development  and  International  Affairs 
before  her  appointment  as  interim  dean, 
von  Herrmann,  45,  was  associate  dean  for 
academic  affairs  in  the  college  from  January 
2004  to  April  2006. 

Master  of  Professional 
Accountancy  to  be 
Offered  at  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Coast 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  will  offer  the  Master  of 
Professional  Accountancy  degree  program 
beginning  in  the  fall  2008  semester. 

During  each  fall,  spring  and  sum- 
mer semester,  there  will  be  a  Master  of 
Professional  Accountancy  course  and  a 
Master  of  Business  Administration  course 
offered  back-to-back.  These  courses 
are  arranged  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  schedules  of  working  professionals. 
Classes  will  be  offered  in  the  evening  dur- 
ing the  week  and  students  can  expect  to 
finish  the  required  courses  in  two  years. 

"Having  the  Masters  of  Professional 
Accountancy  degree  on  the  coast  of- 
fered by  the  only  accredited  School 
of  Accountancy  in  south  Mississippi 
allows  students  to  better  prepare  for  the 
Certified  Public  Accountant  exam  and 
advance  their  careers,"  said  Dr.  Steve 
Jackson,  associate  professor  and  interim 
director  in  the  School  of  Accountancy 
and  Information  Systems. 


She  also  served  as  interim  dean  of  the 
Gulf  Coast  from  May  to  October  2003, 
when  she  directed  all  academic  operations 
of  the  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach. 

Dr.  Lance  Nail,  who  has  served  as 
chair  ot  the  Department  of  Finance, 
Economics  and  Quantitative  Methods 
for  the  past  five  years  at  the  University 
of  Alabama  at  Birmingham  School  of 
Business,  has  been  named  dean  of  the 
College  of  Business,  effective  July  1.  He 
joins  Southern  Miss  following  the  retire- 
ment of  Dr.  Alvin 
Williams,  who  has 
served  as  interim  dean 
for  the  past  year. 

A  faculty  mem- 
ber at  UAB  for  more 
than  a  decade,  Nail's 
research  interests 
Lance  Nail  are  in  the  areas  of 


corporate  governance, 
insider  trading  and 
international  invest- 
ing. Currently,  he  is 
managing  editor  for 
International  Review  of 
Financial  Analysis. 

Dr.  Carole  Kiehl, 
associate  university 
Carole  Kiehl  librarian  for  informa- 

tion technology  and  technical  services 
at  the  University  of  California-Irvine, 
has  been  selected  as  the  new  dean  of 
University  Libraries.  She  will  assume  her 
duties  at  Southern  Miss  on  July  14. 

At  UCI,  Dr.  Kiehl  manages  acquisitions, 
cataloging,  preservation  and  information  tech- 
nology systems.  She  joined  the  library  admin- 
istration there  after  13  years  at  Old  Dominion 
University  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  she  led 
the  Department  of  Bibliographic  Services. 
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Mary  and  Hartley  Peavey  address  the  audience    a 
after  receiving  the  8th  annual  Distinguished 
Entrepreneurs  Award,  from  the  College  of 
Business.  The  Peaveys  are  the  driving  forces 
behind  Peavey  Electronics  of  Meridian. 


Beloved  Journalism  Professor  Dies 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Kaul,  a  popular  journalism  professor  widely 
recognized  for  his  scholarly  and  professional  contributions  to 
his  field,  died  at  his  home  on  April  29.  He  was  62. 

A  native  of  St.  Louis,  Kaul  joined  the  Southern  Miss 
faculty  in  1984.  A  respected  lecturer  and  active  academic 
leader,  he  was  chosen  for  the  University  Excellence  in 
Teaching  Award  in  1989  and  served  on  the  University's 
faculty  senate,  including  as  its  president. 

Active  in  his  church  and  community,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  John  Lutheran  Church,  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod  Southern  District  Board  of  Directors  and  a 
member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Historic  Neighborhood  Association. 

"He  was  absolutely  the  best  teacher  I  ever  had,  and  an  invaluable  colleague,"  said  Dr. 
Chris  Campbell,  one  of  KauLs  former  students  who  serves  as  director  of  the  School  of 
Mass  Communication  and  Journalism.  "He  is  irreplaceable." 

Kaul  earned  his  undergraduate  degree  in  English  and  psychology  from  Central 
Methodist  College  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  a  master's  in  humanities  from  Western  Kentucky 
University,  where  he  taught  before  coming  to  Southern  Miss,  and  master's  and  doctoral 
degrees  in  journalism  from  Southern  Illinois  University,  His  primary  research  areas 
included  mass  communication  history,  media  ethics  and  literary  journalism. 

Prior  to  entering  academia,  he  worked  as  a  reporter  and  education  writer  For  daily 
newspapers  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the  University  Foundation's  Art  Kaul  Memorial  Fund  to  sup- 
port mass  communication  doctoral  students  in  the  dissertation  phase  of  their  program 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  College  of 
Business  holds  accreditation  in  the 
Association  to  Advance  Collegiate 
Schools  of  Business  (AACSB)  and  is 
among  only  10  percent  of  the  world's 
business  schools  to  have  achieved 
both  business  and  accounting  ac- 
creditation from  AACSB? 


Center  Develops 
Security  Training 
for  Gameday  Staff 

Officials  at  the  Center  for  Spectator 
Spoils  Security  Management  will  add 
another  training  tool  to  the  sports  security 
management  arsenal  to  ensure  that  staff 
members  like  ushers  and  ticket  takers 
become  the  first  responders  of  tomorrow. 

The  center  has  been  awarded  a  $260,000 
Mississippi  Office  of  Homeland  Security  grant 
to  develop  a  pilot  training  program  for  sports 
venue  staff  as  key  personnel  in  preventing 
security  issues  at  sports  events.  The  pilot 
training  will  involve  Southern  Miss,  Alcorn 
State  University,  Delta  State  University. 
Jackson  State  University,  the  University 
of  Mississippi,  Mississippi  Valley  State 
University  and  Mississippi  State  University. 

The  grant  will  be  used  to  develop  a  Web- 
based  training  tool  for  support  staff.  Center 
officials  are  working  with  Contemporary 
Services  Corporation  to  create  the  most 
current  up-to-date  curriculum.  CSC  is  a 
national  company  that  specializes  in  crowd 
management  and  has  provided  stalt  tor  some 
of  the  world's  largest  events  including  World 
Cup  Soccer,  the  Professional  Goll  Association 
Championships  and  the  Academy  Awards. 

Last  year,  the  center  received  a  $3.5  mil- 
lion L  nited  States  Department  of  Homeland 
Security  grant  that  allowed  a  series  of  events 
to  occur  that  included  the  development  of 
an  evacuation  simulation  model,  risk  man- 
agement certification,  an  academic  program 
in  sport  event  security  and  certification  ot 
Mississippi  university  stadiums  with  the 
Sports  Event  Security  Aware  seal. 
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College  of  Education  and  Psychology 
Receives  Full  Accreditation  from  NCATE 

The  National  Council  for  Accreditation  of  Teacher  Education  (NCATE),  has  removed  the 
College  of  Education  and  Psychology's  conditional  status,  restoring  full  accreditation  for  the  college. 

The  announcement  came  after  a  recent  "focused  visit"  by  a  five-member  team  from  the 
NCATE's  board  of  examiners  that  reviewed  the  accreditation  standard  on  data  collection.  The 
team's  2006  review  of  the  standard  cited  a  lack  of  documentation  for  data-driven  decisions  and 
the  use  of  technology  to  support  those  decisions,  resulting  in  the  conditional  accreditation  status. 

Under  the  direction  of  a  20-member  Unit  Review  Committee,  assessments  aligned  to  state 
and  national  standards  and  the  full  integration  of  a  data-management  system  (Tk20)  were 
implemented.  These  two  factors  were  those  contributing  to  the  reversal  of  the  conditions. 

The  accreditation,  which  comes  in  seven-year  cycles,  also  applies  to  the  education 
units  in  the  colleges  of  Science  Technology,  Arts  and  Letters,  and  Health. 


Veteran  Educator  Retires 


Veteran  educator  Dr.  Robert  Gene 
Wiggins,  professor  and  graduate  coordina- 
tor in  the  School  of  Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism,  will  retire  this  summer 
after  35  years. 


Dr.  Gene  Wiggins  hugs  Dianne  Coleman,  Assistant 
to  the  College  of  Health  Dean  for  Recruitment  and 
Special  Projects,  during  a  retirement  reception  for 
Wiggins  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

After  earning  his  bachelor's  and 
master's  degrees  from  Southern  Miss  and 
a  Ph.D.  from  Southern  Illinois  University, 
Wiggins  became  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  faculty  in  1973,  teaching 
courses  in  journalism,  media  law  and 
public  relations.  He  served  as  director 
of  the  School  of  Communication  from 
1983  to  2001,  at  which  time  he  became 


graduate  coordinator  of  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism. 

"Dr.  Wiggins  has  had  a  profound  im- 
pact on  the  journalism  and  mass  commu- 
nication industry  in  Mississippi  and  across 
the  country,"  Chris  Campbell,  director  of 
the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism,  said.   "He's  really  one  of  the 
world's  foremost  educators,  and  he's  had 
a  direct  impact  on  literally  thousands  of 
Southern  Miss  students. 

"Plus,  he's  such  a  great  guy  -  funny, 
smart,  committed.  He's  been  here  35  years 
without  making  an  enemy." 

Prior  to  completing  his  doctorate, 
Wiggins  worked  for  the  Jackson  Daily  News 
and  for  the  Hattiesburg  American.  He  also 
served  as  a  public  information  officer  in  the 
United  States  Air  Force.  He  has  authored 
numerous  publications,  including  books, 
book  chapters  and  journal  articles  in  the 
area  of  mass  communication  law. 

In  2006,  Wiggins  was  the  first  induct- 
ee into  the  School  of  Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism  Hall  of  Fame.  At  that  time, 
the  school  established  the  Robert  Gene 
Wiggins  Endowment,  which  supports 
scholarships  for  deserving  mass  com- 
munication and  journalism  students.  For 
information  about  contributing  to  the 
endowment,  call  601.266.4196. 


"He's  really  one  of  the  world's  foremost  educators 
and  he's  had  a  direct  impact  on  literally  thousands 
of  Southern  Miss  students." 


-  Chris  Campbell,  director,  School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism 


Did  you  know  that  the  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology  is  the 
only  university  lab  school  in  the 
state  that  is  National  Association 
for  the  Education  of  Young  Children 
(NAEYC)  accredited?  The  NAEYC 
is  dedicated  to  improving  the  well- 
being  of  all  young  children,  with 
particular  focus  on  the  quality  of 
educational  and  developmental 
services  for  all  children  from  birth 
through  age  8. 
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Southern  Miss  Redesigns 

Counseling  Psychology  Master's  Program 

Modifications  to  the  counseling  psychology  master's  program  going  into  effect  this 
fall  are  designed  to  better  prepare  graduates  lor  increasingly  complex  careers,  accord- 
ing to  school  officials. 

The  program  will  remain  true  to  its  roots  by  insuring  that  all  graduates  are  eligible  for 
licensure  as  professional  counselors  in  Mississippi,  but  will  expand  training  in  evidence- 
based  practices,  research  and  other  aspects  of  the  science  oi  psychology,  said  Dr.  Bonnie 
Nicholson,  assistant  professor  and  director  of  the  master's  program. 

The  changes  to  the  program  are  expected  to  fill  an  important  niche  in  training 
counselors  and  psychologists  in  Mississippi  by  preparing  them  for  increasingly 
complex  careers,  she  said. 

Southern  Miss  is  one  of  just  a  few  universities  in  the  country  offering  a  terminal  mas- 
ter's degree  in  counseling  psychology  based  on  the  scientist-practitioner  training  model, 
placing  it  on  the  cutting  edge  in  the  field,  Nicholson  said. 

Graduates  of  the  program  serve  a  broad  range  of  clientele  with  issues  such  as  adjust- 
ment problems,  parenting,  relational  and  family  issues,  career  development  and  planning, 
conflict  resolution  and  management,  behavioral  health  enhancement,  interpersonal  skills 
development,  substance  use  disorders,  stress  management  and  depression  or  anxiety. 


( NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS  [iiTTj 

Students  Honored 
Through  Prestigious 
Goldwater  Program 

Two  top  students  have  been  honored  by 
the  renowned  Goldwater  Scholarship  and 
Excellence  in  Education  Program,  an  orga- 
nization devoted  to  supporting  academic- 
achievement  in  science  and  mathematics. 

Justin  Poelma,  a  junior  polymer  sci- 
ence major  from  Ocean  Springs,  and  Tyler 
McCleery,  a  sophomore  physics  major 
from  Mobile,  Ala.,  earned  the  Goldwater 
Scholarship  and  an  honorable  mention 
I  torn  the  program,  respectively.  Both 
are  Presidential  Scholars  enrolled  in  the 
Honors  College. 

Named  for  the  late  presidential 
candidate  and  longtime  U.S.  senator  from 
Arizona  Barry  M.  Goldwater,  the  program 
was  established  in  1986  as  a  way  to  bolster 
the  number  of  active  scientists,  math- 
ematicians and  engineers  by  awarding 
scholarships  to  college  sophomores  and 
junior  studying  in  these  fields.  Poelma  is 
the  17th  Southern  Miss  student  to  receive 
the  scholarship  and  the  only  student  in 
Mississippi  to  receive  it  this  year. 

The  one-and  two-year  scholarships  cover 
the  cost  of  tuition,  fees,  books,  and  room  and 
board,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $7,500  per  year. 

Southern  Miss  Honors  College  Dean 
Dr.  David  R.  Davies  said  the  Goldwater 
Scholarship  was  "essentially  the  Rhodes 
Scholarship  of  science." 

"It  speaks  volumes  about  the  quality  of 
our  students  that  we  have  not  only  a  win- 
ner, but  also  a  runner-up.   he  said 


Tyler  Md 
been  ho      ed  b 
Excelled. 
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President  Signs  Climate  Commitment 


Students  and  members  of  the  campus  sustain- 
ability  committee  look  on  as  University  President 
Martha  Saunders  signs  the  American  College  and 
University  Presidents  Climate  Commitment. 


University  President  Martha  Saunders 
has  signed  the  American  College 
and  University  Presidents  Climate 
Commitment,  a  nationwide  initiative  of 
college  and  university  presidents  and 
chancellors  dedicated  to  counteracting 
climate  change  by  taking  steps  to  make 
their  campuses  climate  neutral. 

"We  will  think  ecologically  with  a 
commitment  to  actions  that  reduce,  reuse 
and  recycle.  Our  buildings  will  be  de- 
signed with  the  environment  in  mind.  Our 
physical  plant  will  re-think  operations  to 
minimize  our  environmental  footprint," 
Dr.  Saunders  told  an  audience  at  a  campus 
Earth  Day  event.  "Good  for  the  environ- 
ment yes,  but  these  actions  will  mean 
bottom  line  savings." 

By  signing  the  commitment,  Saunders 
is  committing  the  University  to  completing 
an  emissions  inventory  setting  milestones 
for  becoming  climate  neutral,  taking  im- 
mediate steps  to  reduce  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  and  integrating  sustainability 
into  the  curriculum. 


Phalen  Inducted  into  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism  Hall  of  Fame 


Southern 
Miss  alumnus 
BUI  Phalen,  CEO 
of  Cities  West 
Publishing,  has 
been  inducted  into 
the  School  of  Mass 
Communication 
and  Journalism's 
Hall  of  Fame. 
Cities  West  Publishing,  which  Phalen 
founded  in  1997,  publishes  two  highly 
regarded  regional  magazines,  Phoenix  and 
Phoenix  Home  and  Garden. 

Before  founding  Cities  West,  Phalen,  a 
34-year  resident  of  Arizona,  founded  and 
co-founded  three  broadcasting  companies 
that  acquired  24  radio  stations  throughout 
the  United  States  from  1970  through  1996. 

He  was  inducted  into  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  2007. 

Phalen  is  past  president  of  the  Tucson 
Broadcasters  Association  and  was  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  ABC 


Radio  Network  and  the  Walter  Cronkite 
Endowment  Board  of  Trustees  at  Arizona 
State  University.  He  also  served  on  the 
National  Advisory  Board  of  the  Sedona 
Cultural  Park.  All  told,  Phalen  has  served 
on  five  corporate  boards  and  has  been 
active  in  charitable  board  work  such  as 
Junior  Achievement,  where  he  played  a 
major  role  in  fund  drives. 


KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  School 
of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism  is  the  first  program  in 
the  state  to  offer  a  special  news 
service  devoted  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  information?  The  Katrina 
Newswire  can  be  found  at  www. 
usm.edu/afterkatrina 


Dr.  Bob  Press,  speaking  to  class  members  recently, 
has  been  awarded  a  Fulbright  Scholar  grant  to 
further  research  in  human  rights. 

Professor  Receives 
Fulbright  Grant 

Dr.  Bob  Press,  assistant  professor  of 
political  science,  has  amassed  a  consider- 
able repository  of  research  on  human 
rights  movements  in  developing  countries. 

Thanks  to  a  Fulbright  Scholar  grant, 
Press  will  make  his  third  expedition  to 
Africa,  in  hopes  of  not  only  broadening  that 
repository,  but  also  of  leaving  something 
behind  that  will  benefit  the  community. 

The  Fulbright  grant  will  help  fund 
Press's  10-month  residency  in  Sierra  Leone, 
a  country  that  is  still  reconciling  from  a 
decade-long  civil  war  that  ignited  in  1991. 

During  his  residency  in  the  country, 
Press  will  join  the  University  of  Sierra 
Leone  as  a  visiting  professor.  In  addi- 
tion to  teaching  courses  in  comparative 
politics,  methodology  and  international 
studies,  he  also  will  assist  the  university's 
administration  in  launching  the  Peace  and 
Conflict  Studies  Center. 

Advancing  education  in  these  areas  is 
vital,  Press  said,  because  social  relations  in 
the  country  are  still  tense  from  the  "echoes 
of  the  civil  war."  He  hopes  that  by  sharing 
resources  from  his  research  experience  in 
human  rights,  he  will  be  able  to  contribute 
to  the  reconciliation  process. 

In  addition  to  his  residency  at  the  uni- 
versity, Press  will  be  conducting  interviews 
with  citizens  who  were  affected  by  the  civil 
war  as  part  of  his  human  rights  research. 

Since  its  establishment  in  1946  under 
legislation  introduced  by  the  late  Senator  J. 
William  Fulbright  of  Arkansas,  the  program 
has  provided  about  279,500  people  with 
educational  and  exchange  opportunities. 
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Southern  Miss,  The 
Hague  University 
Announce  Exchange 
Program 

A  new  international  exchange 
partnership  with  The  Hague  University 
presents  an  opportunity  for  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  students  to  study  in 
a  city  rich  with  political,  historical  and 
cultural  resources. 

Eligible  students  will  spend  either 
one  semester  or  an  academic  year  at  The 
Hague  University,  located  in  the  political 
capital  of  the  Netherlands,  while  receiv- 
ing academic  credit  at  Southern  Miss. 
Likewise,  Southern  Miss  will  welcome 
students  from  The  Hague  University  for  a 
semester  or  year  of  study. 

"Tor  Southern  Miss  students,  espe- 
cially those  interested  in  politics,  inter- 
national affairs  and  human  rights.  The 
Hague  is  a  terrific  destination,"  said  Dr. 
Susan  Steen,  director  of  Southern  Miss 
International  Education. 

The  program,  which  brings  to  13  the 
number  of  international  exchange  op- 
portunities offered  by  Southern  Miss,  will 
begin  this  fall. 

Southern  Miss  students  will  choose 
from  offerings  of  history,  political  science, 
public  administration  and  communication 
courses,  all  taught  in  English,  while  also 
having  the  opportunity  to  visit  such  famed 
international  venues  as  the  International 
Court  of  Justice,  the  Peace  Place,  the  War 
Crimes  Tribunal  and  Europol. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  British 
Studies  Program  is  the  largest  pro- 
gram in  the  nation  operated  by  a 
university?  Since  1976,  Southern 
Miss  has  sent  more  than  10,000 
students  overseas  for  powerful 
learning  experiences. 


Students  Displaced  by  Katrina  Focus 
of  Southern  Miss  Research  Project 

Ocean  Springs  High  School  lead  teacher  Miho  Horshok  has  seen  how  Hurricane 
Katrina  has  affected  some  students  displaced  by  the  epic  storm,  especially  those  already 
struggling  academically  or  who  come  from  underprivileged  backgrounds. 

A  10-year  veteran  public  school  teacher  and  former  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
graduate  student,  Horshok  says  misbehavior  and  poor  coping  skills  are  common  denomi- 
nators among  these  students,  undermining  their  ability  to  succeed. 

"Usually,  kids  will  deal  with  life  as  it  comes,  but  the  rate  of  misconduct  went  up 
among  students  displaced  by  Katrina,"  said  Horshok,  who  also  heads  the  Ocean  Springs 
High  School  Student  Assistance  Team  (SAT).  "The  storm  was  just  a  series  of  body  blows 
for  them,  with  many  having  to  deal  with  the  loss  of  their  home,  the  deaths  ol  family 
members  and  friends  and  the  stress  it  brought  to  their  family  life." 

Students  like  these  were  the  focus  of  a  recently  completed  two-year  research  project  led  by 
researchers  Dr.  Mike  Ward  and  Dr.  Kyna  Shelley,  working  in  cooperation  with  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Education  and  with  major  funding  from  the  RAND  Gulf  States  Policy  Institute. 

The  project,  titled  "Hurricane  Katrina:  Behavior  and  Achievement  of  Displaced  Students 
in  the  Wake  of  the  Storm,"  examined  the  records  of  17,000  Mississippi  students  displaced 
because  of  the  storm.  The  results  show  that  while  the  academic  performance  ot  these  stu- 
dents has  not  worsened  significantly  from  their  pre-storm  performance,  they  are  more  likely 
to  be  engaged  in  negative  behaviors  than  non-displaced  students,  according  to  Ward. 

The  project's  research  showed  that  the  odds  of  displaced  students  dropping  out  ot  school 
was  2.5  times  greater  than  those  of  non-displaced  students.  It  also  showed  that  in  the  school 
year  that  Katrina  struck  (,2005-Oci),  9.9  percent  of  displaced  students  had  been  suspended  or 
expelled,  compared  to  7.6  ol  their  non-displaced  classmates.  Those  numbers  rose  the  next 
year  to  13.5  percent  for  displaced  students  and  9.5  for  non-displaced  students. 

"More  than  two  years  out,  the  reaction  ol  some  is  to  just  put  this  (Katrina)  behind 
us,  but  the  data  suggests  that  some  of  our  students  are  having  trouble  moving  past  the 
emotional  difficulties  ol  the  situation,"  Ward  said. 

"Usually,  kids  will  deal  with  life  as  it  comes,  but  the  rate  of 
misconduct  went  up  among  students  displaced  by  Katrina/' 

-Miho  Horshok,  Ocean  Springs  High  School  lead  teacher 
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University  Celebrates 
Founders'  Day 

On  consecutive  days  in  late  March,  the 
University  celebrated  the  98th  anniversary 
of  its  founding  as  an  institution  on  March 
30,  1910,  and  the  inauguration  of  its  ninth 
president,  Dr.  Martha  Dunagin  Saunders. 
Dr.  Saunders,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna,  is 
also  the  institutions  first  female  president. 
The  full  text  from  Dr.  Saunders'  inaugura- 
tion speech  can  be  found  on  Pages  44-47. 

Right:  A  large  crowd  gathered  just  north  of  the 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  to  celebrate 
Founders'  Day.  Below:  University  President  Dr. 
Martha  Saunders  helped  to  hand  out  student  awards 
on  Founders'  Day,  including  the  Most  Outstanding 
Freshman  Male  award  to  Blake  Williams. 


Southern  Miss  Awarded  $2  Million  NIH  Grant 


A  $2  million  National  Institutes  of  Health  grant  has  been  awarded  to  the  Department 
of  Nutrition  and  Food  Systems  for  a  five-year  community-based  participatory  research 
intervention  to  increase  walking  in  Hattiesburg. 

Based  on  a  previous  successful  Department  of  Nutrition  and  Food  Systems  walking 
study  model  in  another  Mississippi  community,  the  community  research  intervention 
will  include  the  City  of  Hattiesburg  as  a  research  partner.  Southern  Miss  researchers,  in 
collaboration  with  a  community  steering  committee,  will  recruit  key  community  members 
to  assist  with  the  implementation  and  evaluation  of  intervention  components,  including 
health  improvements  resulting  from  an  increase  in  walking. 

"Eliminating  health  disparities,  increasing  physical  activity  and  reducing  the  propor- 
tion of  adults  wkh  high  blood  pressure  are  all  among  our  nation's  key  health  objectives. 
Despite  these  important  objectives,  evidence-based  recommendations  are  lacking  for 
community-based  programs  promoting  physical  activity,"  said  Dr.  Kathy  Yadrick,  chair 
of  the  Department  of  Nutrition  and  Food  Systems  in  the  College  of  Health  and  principal 
investigator  of  the  grant. 

The  project  contains  three  components  that  include  developing  and  assessing  the 
community  to  promote  physical  activity  and  healthy  food  choices,  an  intervention  phase 
to  test  the  effects  on  blood  pressure  and  other  health  indicators  from  a  walking  program 
using  social  support,  and  a  maintenance  phase  to  determine  if  motivational  enhancement 
helps  individuals  to  sustain  walking  after  the  intervention. 


Skaggs  Named 
Associate  Dean 
for  Greek  Life 

Trey  Skaggs,  a  native  of  Gulfport, 
has  been  named  associate  dean  for 
Greek  Life  at  Southern  Miss. 

Skaggs  earned  a  bachelor's  de- 
gree in  political  science  in  2003  and 
a  master  of  education  in  2005,  both 
from  Southern  Miss.  He  has  served 
the  University  in  a  number  of  capaci- 
ties, including  as  admissions  counsel- 
or for  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and 
New  Orleans  regions,  coordinator 
of  student  activities  and  as  assistant 
director  for  student  activities. 

Skaggs  and  his  wife,  Heather,  re- 
side in  Hattiesburg  and  are  members  of 
Heritage  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Students  Sweep  Business  Plan  Competition 


Four  polymer  science  students  and 
one  instructor  were  recognized  for  their 
business  ventures  at  the  Mississippi 
Technology  Alliance  Innovators  Hall  of 
Fame  Awards  Gala. 

Southern  Miss  students  took  the  top 
three  places  in  the  student  division  of  the 
inaugural  Mississippi  Technology  Alliance 
Business  Plan  Competition,  outdistancing 
competitors  from  three  other  universities.  In 
addition,  one  oi  the  lour  also  won  an  award 
for  the  best  alternative  energy  business  plan. 

Southern  Miss  winners  are  as  follows: 

Chris  Sahagun,  a  doctoral  student,  and 
Irene  Gorman  look  first  place  and  a  $5,000 
award  for  their  company,  CS  Composites 
Inc.  The  company  intends  to  produce  an 
ultra-light,  high  strength  material  for  use 
in  aerospace,  automotive  racing  and  other 
specialty  high  performance  markets. Megan 
Powell,  a  master's  degree  candidate  at 
Southern  Miss,  took  second  place  and  a 
$3,000  award  for  her  company,  Glactech 
Inc.  Glactech  is  developing  a  new  treat- 
ment to  prevent  dry  socket,  a  very  pain- 
ful side  effect  associated  with  30  percent 
of  all  wisdom  teeth  extractions. 

Doctoral  student  James  Whittemore 
was  awarded  third  place  and  a  bonus 
for  being  the  best  alternative  energy 


company,  taking  home  $2,200  for  his 
company,  GreenLight  Materials  Inc. 
GreenLight  is  enabling  printed  electron- 
ics producers  to  enter  the  solar  powered 
consumer  portable  device  market. 


Above:  Top  student  winners  in  the  Mississippi 
Technology  Alliance's  inaugural  business  plan  cc 
tion  were,  from  left,  James  Whittemore,  Megan  Powell 
and  Chris  Sahagun.  Not  pictured  is  Irene  Gorman. 

Dean  Bertram,  instructor  of  forensic 
science  and  founding  partner  of  KDL 
Solutions,  a  start-up  company  at  Southern 
Miss,  was  honored  with  a  Leadership 
Award.  KDL  licenses  and  markets  Southern 
Miss'  fingerprint  rehydration  technology 
which  is  used  to  accentuate  the  friction  skin 
ridges  on  live  and  decomposed  subjects  in 
order  to  make  a  positive  identification. 


Right:  Law  enforcement  personnel  escort  a  "suspect" 
in  an  active  shooter  scenario  emergency  training 
exercise  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Approximately 
125-150  participants  included  law  enforcement 
officers,  medical  and  emergency  response  personnel, 
and  role  players.  Law  enforcement  personnel  from 
Southern  Miss,  Forrest  General  Hospital,  Hattiesburg, 
Forrest  County,  Lamar  County  and  Petal  participated. 
The  test  involved  activation  of  Forrest  General 
Hospital's  Incident  Command  System,  which  mobilizes 
staff  from  all  over  the  hospital,  including  physicians, 
nursing  staff,  public  safety  officers  and  transport 
staff.  This  system  is  used  in  the  emergency  services 
community  to  provide  a  standardized  system  for 
managing  emergency  situations. 


To  learn  more  about  the 

University's  plans  to  respond  to 

emergency  situations,  visit 

wwv/.ir.m.rslij 
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Admissions  Honors  Scholarship  Recipients 
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Erin  Lambert  presents  Ashlynn  Martin  with  a  Luckyday 
Scholarship  at  the  Presbyterian  Christian  High  School 
awards  program  on  May  12.  Ashlynn  is  the  daughter 
of  Angela  and  Robert  Martin  '78  of  Hattiesburg. 


This  spring,  admissions  counselors  traveled  throughout  south  Mississippi  honoring 
graduating  high  school  seniors  who  will  be  freshman  scholarship  recipients  at  Southern 
Miss  in  the  fall.  Students  were  recognized  at  their  high  school  awards  programs  as 
Presidential  Scholars,  Leadership  Scholars  and  Luckyday  Scholars,  just  to  name  a  few. 

"It  is  important  for  us  to  let  these  talented  students  know  just  how  much  their  aca- 
demic promise  and  leadership  potential  means  to  Southern  Miss,"  said  Allison  Bruton  '99, 
director  of  New  Student  Recruitment. 

For  admissions  counselors,  these  award  programs  are  a  source  of  pride  and  accomplishment. 

"There  is  nothing  more  satisfying  than  to  recognize  scholarship  recipients  at  one  of 
my  high  schools,"  said  Erin  Lambert  '06,  admissions  counselor  for  the  Hattiesburg  area. 
"I  want  to  communicate  to  other  prospective  students,  parents  and  the  entire  community 
that  amazing  students  are  choosing  Southern  Miss." 

Recognition  of  Southern  Miss  scholarship  recipients  also  affirms  what  incoming  fresh- 
men and  their  family  have  been  finding  out  about  Southern  Miss  all  along  -  that  it  is  truly 
a  special  place  to  be. 

"This  shows  me  how  much  the  University  cares,"  said  Canta  Wells,  the  mother  of  schol- 
arship recipient  Cara  Wells.  "I  am  glad  that  Cara  has  chosen  to  attend  Southern  Miss." 


Graduates  Urged  to  Pursue  Their  Passion 


The  difference  in  having  a  college  de- 
gree and  not  having  one  is  not  much  un- 
like the  product  of  differences  in  degrees 
of  temperature,  said  Hancock  Holding 
Company  CEO  George  Schloegel,  com- 
mencement speaker  for  Mississippi's 
spring  2008  commencement  exercises. 

"There's  just  a  degree's  difference  in 
producing  either  steam  or  ice,"  he  said. 

Using  that  analogy,  Schloegel,  a 
Gulfport  native  who  worked  his  way  up 
the  ranks  of  Hancock  Holding  Company 
after  starting  in  the  company's  mail- 
room  as  a  teenager,  addressed  Southern 
Miss  graduates  during  three  ceremonies. 


Schloegel  urged  graduates  to  pursue 
a  life  devoted  to  their  passion,  so  that 
their  happiness  will  translate  into  success 
-  not  the  other  way  around.  "Success 
doesn't  produce  happiness,  but  happi- 
ness does  produce  success,"  he  said. 

He  also  urged  graduates  to  under- 
stand that  they  are  responsible  for  their 
future.  "My  hope  for  them  is  that  they 
turn  their  previous  experience  as  a 
student  into  a  passion  for  excellence," 
Schloegel  said. 

One  of  those  graduates,  Grant 
McKay,  a  senior  from  Hattiesburg,  said 
he  didn't  think  the  feeling  of  graduat- 
ing would  hit  him  until  he  put  on  his 
cap  and  gown.  McKay  double-majored 
in  speech  communication  and  history 
and  plans  to  pursue  graduate  studies  in 
the  fall  at  Southern  Miss. 

"Of  course,  I'm  excited,"  he  said. 
"I've  loved  my  undergraduate  years  at 
Southern  Miss,  and  I'll  miss  my  friends. 
When  you  get  into  your  upper-level 
classes,  you're  usually  taking  them  with 
the  same  people  and  you  bond  with 
them,  study  together,  have  a  good  time 
with  them  and  learn  from  each  other. 
I'll  miss  that." 

Left:  Hancock  Holding  Company  CEO 
George  Schloegel  served  as  commencement 
speaker  at  three  ceremonies  in  Hattiesburg 
and  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 


IHL  Discusses  Gulf 
Park  Campus  with 
Southern  Miss,  Gulf 
Coast  Communities 

Although  no  definite  plans  have  been 
made  concerning  the  Gulf  Park  campus,  the 
Mississippi  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
(IHL)  and  Southern  Miss  are  trying  to  visual- 
ize the  possibilities  that  could  benefit  both 
the  University  and  the  local  community. 

In  the  future,  the  majority  of  Gulf  Park 
campus  academic  programs  will  move 
to  a  new  campus  located  at  the  Cross 
Creek  development,  north  of  Interstate  10 
in  Harrison  County.  One  of  the  proposed 
ideas  is  to  develop  an  arts  village  at  the 
Gulf  Park  campus  that  would  attract  film- 
makers and  other  industry  professionals. 

A  May  20  meeting  that  took  place 
at  the  Advanced  Education  Center  on 
the  Gulf  Park  campus  was  led  by  Robert 
Bass,  project  director  of  Gulf  Coast 
Operations  for  IHL,  and  Ann  Daigle  of 
Arcade  Projects  South. 

Along  with  several  guest  speakers, 
Daigle  addressed  the  steps  other  universi- 
ties and  colleges  across  the  United  States 
used  to  improve  their  own  institutions. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS 

TRiViA 


Test  your  knowledge  of  Southern  Miss  by  answer- 
ing the  following  questions  below.  Answer  one  or 
two  correctly,  and  you've  displayed  some  loyalty  to 
Alma  Mater.  Answer  three  correctly,  and  you  can 
consider  yourself  a  dedicated  alumnus.  Answer 
all  four  correctly,  and  we  will  be  happy  to  forward 
your  resume  along  to  University  Archives. 

1.  Who  was  the  first  president  of  Southern  Miss? 

2.  What  year  did  we  receive  university  status? 

3.  What  are  the  five  original  buildings  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus? 

4.  What  flower  inspired  our  school  colors? 


SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  66 
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Thieves'    Carnival  -   An    Inspector   Calls   -   Candida 


Ticket  information  is  available  at  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office 

601.266.5418  or  800.844.8425       ■      www.southernmisstickets.com 


SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 
Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or 
call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for 
the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 

July 


17  Jackson  All-Star  Party/Senior  Sendoff 

Mississippi  Trademarl,  Jackson  /  5  p.m. 

18  Larry  Fedora  Golf  Tournament 

Haltiesburg  Coumry  Club 

24      1962  National  Champions  Golf  Tournament 

Windance  Golf  Club,  Gulfport  /  10  a.m. 

Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash/Senior  Sendoff 

Hard  Rock  Live,  Biloxi  / 5  p.m. 


August 


2       Golden  Eagle  FanFare 

Payne  Center,  HaLLiesburg  Campus  /  5  p.m. 

17     Legacy  Eagle  Walk  Painting 

Eagle  Walk  aL  The  Rock  /  4  p.m. 

29     Legacy  T-Shirt  Burn 

Lucas  AdminisLration  Building  /  7  p.m. 

29  Athletics  Roast  of  P.W.  Underwood 

Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center,  HaLLiesburg  /  5  p.m. 

30  Football  Home  Opener  vs.  Louisiana-Lafayette 

The  Rock  /  6  p.m. 


Eagle  Landing 
Sites  Announced 


Tins  fall,  the  Alumni 
Association  will  host  Eagle 
Landing  tailgating  events  prior 
to  three  road  football  comcsts  —  at 
Auburn  on  Sept  0,  at  Memphis  on  Oct.  25  and  ai  UCF  on  Nov. 
8.  Eagle  Landings  generalh  begin  2  Hi  hours  prior  to  kickoff; 
however,  because  of  the  early  kickoff  at  Auburn  (11:30  a.m.), 
the  Eagle  Landing  will  be  held  on  Friday  evening,  Sept.  5,  More 
information,  including  locations  and  menus,  will  be  included  in 
the  Upcoming  Events  section  of  SouihernMissAhuuni.com  as  it 
becomes  available. 

For  game  ticket  information  on  these  contests  and  all  Gold* 
Eagle  football  games,  contact  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office 
at  1  800  844  TICK  (8425).  A  complete  football  schedule  can  be 
found  in  the  Athletic  News  section  of  this  edition  of  The  TjJon. 
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By  Macaulay  Knight 


Balancing  Act: 

New  SGA  President  Maintains  a  Busy  Schedule 

Melissa  Cirino's  daily  routine  is  not  that  of  an  average  college  student.  She  rises  early  for  morning  meetings,  attends 
speaking  engagements,  maintains  communication  with  University  administration  and  follows  that  up  with  afternoon 
meetings.  Somehow,  she  also  manages  to  attend  class,  work  on  academic  and  student  affairs,  and  occasionally  sleep. 


"Balancing  a  busy  schedule  is  a  skill  I 
have  to  master!"  said  Cirino.  "I  have  real- 
ized it  is  important  to  schedule  everything 

On  March  27, 
Cirmo  was  inaugu- 
rated as  the  2008-09 
Student  Government 
Association  (SGA) 
president. 

A  Hattiesburg 
native,  Cirino  is  a 
speech  communica- 
tion and  sociology 
major  at  Southern 
Miss.  She  has 
garnered  numerous 
academic  and  service 
awards,  including  be- 
ing named  a  Luckyday 
Scholar,  student 
advisor  to  the  Year  2 
Initiative  Program, 

Luckyday  mentor,  orientation  leader  for 
Golden  Eagle  Welcome  Week  and  an  Eagle 
Connection  student  recruiter. 

Cirino  is  no  stranger  to  SGA.  She 
has  served  the  Southern  Miss  Student 
Government  Association  from  2005  to 
2008,  holding  various  offices  including 
Freshman  Associates  president,  executive 
director  of  Communication  and  executive 
director  of  Campus  Involvement. 

"I  wanted  to  get  involved  with  SGA  be- 
cause student  government  represents  the 
students'  voices,"  said  Cirino.  "I  wanted  to 
serve  my  peers  by  advocating  for  changes 
that  meet  their  needs." 

From  first  composing  her  cam- 
paign team  and  turning  in  her  official 


application  to  hearing  the  election  re- 
sults, Cirino  credits  her  constituents  with 
making  her  campaign  worthwhile. 

"I  was  honored 
that  such  a  majority 
of  our  student  body 
supported  me  and 
saw  me  as  the  best 
choice,"  she  said.  "I 
am  humbled  by  their 
faith  in  me,  and  it 
certainly  drives  me 
to  exhaust  all  efforts 
to  serve  them  over 
the  next  year." 

After  the  results 
were  announced  and 
officers  were  sworn 
in,  Cirino  was  flood- 
ed with  a  lot  of  hard- 
earned  work.  Her 
duties  as  president 
involve  directing  her  appointed  executive 
cabinet  and  carrying  out  policy  develop- 
ment and  programming  initiatives  of  the 
Student  Government.  She  sits  on  University 
President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders'  cabinet 
and  serves  as  chair  of  the  Mississippi 
Student  Body  Presidents'  Council.  Cirino 
also  coordinates  with  Commissioner  of 


Higher  Education  Dr.  Thomas  Meredith 
to  lobby  for  funding  and  support  for  all  of 
Mississippi's  public  universities. 

"The  biggest  perks  are  the  relation- 
ships," said  Cirino.  "I  have  great  network- 
ing opportunities  since  being  elected  and 
can  meet  with  administration  as  needed." 

An  experienced  leader,  Cirino  plans 
to  put  those  relationships  to  work  in 
accomplishing  her  goals  for  the  upcoming 
year.  Her  plans  include  making  campus 
more  conducive  to  student  life,  restruc- 
turing academic  advisement  to  better 
inform  students  of  their  paths  to  gradu- 
ation, making  the  campus  more  "green" 
and  developing  the  Student  Activities 
Space  through  the  renovation  of  the  Hub. 

"I  want  to  accurately  represent  students 
while  creating  new  initiatives  and  strength- 
ening traditions,"  said  Cirino.  "Students 
may  have  to  speak  up,  but  we  are  listening 
with  both  open  ears  and  hearts." 

While  her  term  only  lasts  through  the 
academic  school  year,  Cirino  intends  to 
continue  her  career  of  service  to  Southern 
Miss  and  Mississippi.  She  plans  to  attend 
graduate  school  to  earn  a  master's  degree 
in  public  policy  and  administration  and 
invest  in  the  state  through  public  service. 
Her  plans  to  give  back  don't  stop  there. 


I  am  humbled  by  their  [the  students']  faith  in 
me,  and  it  certainly  drives  me  to  exhaust  all 
efforts  to  serve  them  over  the  next  year." 

-  Melissa  Cirino,  2008-2009 
Student  Government  Association  President 
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"Southern  Miss  gives  us  so  much  more 
than  a  classroom  education,"  said  Cirino. 
"It  is  imperative  that  we  give  back  to 
build  fan  bases,  recruit  more  students  and 
develop  programs." 

An  active  member  of  The  Legacy,  the  stu- 
dent alumni  association,  Cirino  looks  to  con- 
tinue her  presidential  career  after  graduation. 

"I  am  extremely  proud  to  be  a 
Golden  Eagle,"  said  Cirino.  "1  want  to  be 
a  chapter  president  one  day  to  give  back 
to  the  University  through  our  incredible 
alumni  association." 


Like  any  great  leader,  Cirino  is  grate- 
ful to  those  who  have  invested  in  her 
goals.  Gracious  taculty  and  staff,  mentors, 
advisors,  friends  and  family,  she  credits 
them  all  with  allowing  her  to  accomplish 
all  her  aspirations. 

I  have  been  incredibly  blessed  through 
my  experience  at  Southern  Miss,"  said 
Cirino    1  will  never  take  one  day  as  SGA 
president  for  granted,  and  I  hope  to  leave 
Southern  Miss  an  even  greater  place."  aS 
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Student  Vocalist  Earns  Scholarships  to 
Prestigious  Summer  Music  Programs 

A  School  of  Music  student  has  received  full- 
tuition  scholarships  to  attend  the  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  and  the  2008  Aspen  Music  Festival. 
Daland  Jones,  a  junior  vocal  performance  major 
from  Ripley,  Miss.,  became  the  first  student  in  the 
conservatory's  history  to  be  awarded  full  tuition  and 
will  study  with  internationally  renowned  opera  teacher 
Cesar  Ulloais  beginning  in  the  fall  semester  2008. 
To  fill  his  time  this  summer,  Jones  also  was 
awarded  a  full  scholarship  to  attend  the  2008  Aspen 
Music  Festival,  a  nine-week  program  that  provides 
students  with  an  array  of  classroom  and  performance 
experiences,  including  individual  training,  opera  and  symphony  performances,  and 
master  classes  with  prominent  artists. 

A  member  of  the  Southern  Opera  and  Musical  Theatre  Company  and  student  in  the  studio 
ol  Dr.  Maryann  Kyle,  assistant  professor  of  music,  Jones  said  his  experience  at  Southern  Miss 
has  given  him  the  knowledge  and  skills  necessary  to  continue  his  path  as  a  vocal  performer. 
"It's  an  astonishing  feeling,  knowing  that  I  will  be  attending  one  of  the  top  conserva- 
tories in  the  country,"  Jones  said.  "I'm  just  grateful  for  the  invaluable  learning  experience 
and  performance  opportunities  I  have  had  at  Southern  Miss.  I  know  this  scholarship 
wouldn't  have  been  possible  without  those  kinds  of  experiences." 

Jones  has  performed  in  several  SOMTC  productions,  singing  roles  of  Monastatos  in 
Mozart's  "Die  Zauberflote"  (2004),  Elder  Hayes  in  Carlisle  Floyd's  "Susannah"  (2005)  and 
Le  Dancairo  in  Bizet's  "Carmen"  (2007). 

He  made  his  professional  debut  as  Gastone  in  the  joint  SOMTC  and  Mississippi  Opera 

2005  production  of  Verdi's  "La  Traviata."  He  also  performed  in  Benjamin  Britten's  "Noye's 
Fludde"  (2006)  and  Puccini's  "La  Boheme"  (2007). 

"Daland  has  been  an  outstanding  student  and  very  deserving  of  his  scholarships,"  Kyle 
commented.  "It's  rewarding  for  me  as  his  teacher  and  the  School  of  Music,  and  it  speaks  to 
the  quality  of  students  we  are  fortunate  to  have  at  Southern  Miss." 

At  age  16,  Jones  was  admitted  to  the  advanced  category  of  the  Daniel  Ferro  (a  Juilliard 
professor)  program  in  Tuscany,  Italy.  More  recently,  he  was  one  of  three  winners  ot  the 

2006  William  T.  Cower  Awards  Competition  at  Southern  Miss  and  performed  as  soloist 
with  the  Symphony  Orchestra. 
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The  annual  Student  Art  Show  was  held 
in  April  at  the  University's  Museum  of  Art 
he  Hattiesburg  campus.  The  exhibit 
jded  a  selection  of  artworks  created 
by  art  and  design  majors  in  various 
media,  including  graphic  design,  interior 
design,  photography,  sculpture,  painting, 
printmaking,  ceramics  and  drawing. 
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Theatre  Production, 
Directors  Earn 
Kennedy  Center 
Recognition 

The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance 
production  of  John  Patrick  Shanley's 
"Doubt,"  directed  by  Professor  Monica 
Hayes,  performed  at  the  2008  Kennedy 
Center  American  College  Theatre  Festival 
Region  IV  conference  in  Clemson,  S.C., 
Feb.  5-10,  2008. 

"Doubt"  was  one  of  five  productions 
selected  for  the  regional  festival  that 
includes  10  southeastern  states.  The 
performance  received  a  standing  ovation 
as  the  final  event  of  the  weeklong  festival. 

The  Kennedy  Center  also  recog- 
nized Hayes  and  department  chair 
Louis  Rackoff  with  the  "Meritorious 
Achievement  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Direction  2007"  at  the  conference.  Hayes 
was  recognized  for  her  direction  of 
"Doubt,"  and  Rackoff  for  his  direction 
of  "Twelfth  Night,"  which  performed  on 
campus  during  the  fall  2007  semester. 
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Art  and  Design  Students  Win  Gold 
ADDY  Award  at  Regional  Competition 

A  team  of  students  in  the  Department  of  Art  and  Design  have  received  a  Studen 
Gold  ADDY  Award  from  the  7th  "Deep  South"  District  of  the  American  Advertising 
Federation  (AAF). 

The  team,  which  received  the  award  for  its  design  of  a  promotional  poster  for 
the  department's  Open  House  event  April  4,  was  comprised  oi  three  students: 
Elizabeth  Maloy  of  Long  Beach,  Bradley  Jackson  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Laura  Morgan 
of  Hatiiesburg. 

Maloy,  who  coordinated  the  team,  says  she  was  rilled  with  a  mixture  of  surprise 
and  excitement  when  she  heard  the  judges  had  awarded  the  poster. 

"We  believed  that  we  had  a  great  piece,  but  I  don't  think  anyone  really  expected 
that  it  would  win  a  Gold  ADDY,"  said  Maloy,  a  Presidential  Scholar.  "This  is  defi- 
nitely an  exhilarating  experience  that  we  will  carry  with  us  forever." 

The  team  had  originally  designed  the  poster  as  a  class  project  in  Page  Layout,  a  graph- 
ic design  course  taught  by  Assistant  Professor  Ping  Xu.  Like  a  diamond  in  the  rough,  the 
team's  poster  was  the  result  of  hours  of  designing  and  refining  as  the  group  continuously 
tweaked  the  graphics  and  type  until  its  aesthetic  distinction  was  finally  discovered. 

The  American  Advertising  Federation,  headquartered  in  Washington,  D.C., 
represents  50,000  professionals  in  the  advertising  industry.  The  AAF  has  a  national 
network  of  210  advertising  clubs  and  connects  the  industry  with  an  academic  base 
through  its  210  college  chapters. 

Left:  Winners  of  the  Gold  Student  ADDY  award  are  pictured  from  left  to  right:  Bradley  Jackson  ( 
Mobile,  Ala.,  Elizabeth  Maloy  of  Long  Beach  and  Laura  Morgan  of  Hattiesburg. 


Singers  Earn  Spots  in  Italian  Operas 

Several  vocal  performance  students  have  been  cast  in  roles  with  the  Operafestival  di 
Roma  Company  for  performances  in  Italy  this  summer. 

The  program  accepts  50  singers  each  year  from  all  nations  for  three  weeks  of  intensive 
study  —  master  classes,  coaching,  rehearsals  and  other  activities  —  provided  by  distin- 
guished faculty,  all  leading  up  to  a  final  week  of  opera  performances  and  concerts. 

Tuition,  room  and  board  for  each  student  are  $7,000,  but  each  received  a  $1,000 
scholarship  from  the  company  to  help  defray  costs.  The  students  are  now  raising  money 
through  performances  and  other  activities. 

According  to  Mike  Lopinto  of  the  Symphony  Orchestra,  more  than  90  percent  ol  the  lead 
roles  from  the  company's  two  summer  productions  were  offered  to  Southern  Miss  students 

April  Hill  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  will  sing  the  role  of  Pamina,  and  Ronald  Laitano  ol  New 
Orleans  will  sing  the  role  of  Tamino  in  the  company's  production  ol  "The  Magic  Flute." 

Also  featured  in  the  production  are  Hilary  Ginther  of  Bristol,  Va.,  as  the  Thud  Lady; 
Chris  Jennings  of  Limestone,  Tenn.,  as  Second  Armoured  Man  and  Second  Priest;  and 
Arlandra  Harvey  of  Jackson  as  Sarastro. 

For  the  company's  production  of  "Suor  Angelica,"  Kayla  Boyte  of  Sumrall  and  Lauren 
Sims  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  sing  roles  in  the  opera. 

Other  Southern  Miss  vocalists  who  were  accepted  hut  had  to  decline  contracts  due  to 
other  commitments  were  Rocio  Tamez  of  Monterrey,  Mexico;  Jessica  West  ol  Starkville; 
Marshall  Richards  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  Cmtia  de  los  Santos  of  Brazil;  and  Daland  ]ones  ol  Ripley. 

Performances  in  2008  will  be  given  in  the  beautiful  1  5th-century  courtyard  ol  S  Ivo  alia 
Sapienza  in  central  Rome.  The  productions  are  t Lilly  staged  with  original  costumes  and  light- 
ing and  are  accompanied  by  the  Orchestra  Sinfonica  dell'lnternational  Chamber  Ensemble. 

Auditions  for  spots  in  the  program  were  held  m  cities  such  as  New  York  City,  Boston, 
San  Francisco,  Seattle  and  Washington,  DC,  among  others.  Southern  Miss  students  were 
auditioned  in  Hattiesburg. 


Partners  for  the 
Arts  Announces 
Board  Members 

Partners  for  the  Arts  has  announced 
15  new  or  returning  advisory  board 
members  as  it  begins  its  2008-09 
membership  campaign.  These  com- 
munity leaders  and  arts  patrons  will 
assist  the  board's  newly  elected  chair, 
Allen  Hale  of  Hattiesburg,  and  sitting 
board  members  in  building  a  bridge 
for  the  arts  between  the  University 
and  south  Mississippi. 

Joining  the  board  are  first-time 
members  David  Butler,  Kimberley 
Davis,  Rod  Entrekin,  Roy  Eure,  Bob 
Heath,  Margie Jepson,  Stephen  Judd, 
Patricia  Malone,  Troy  Mclntire,  Bill 
McLeod,  Charles  Price  and  Sonia 
York,  all  of  Hattiesburg,  and  Kristy 
Gould  of  Purvis. 

Returning  members,  after  a  rotation 
off  the  board,  include  Gail  Albert  and 
Rachel  Schwartz  of  Hattiesburg. 
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Students  Earn  Hampden-Sydney 
Music  Festival  Artist  Fellowships 


Three  School  of  Music  students  at 
Southern  Miss  have  been  accepted  into  the 
2008  Hampden-Sydney  Music  Festival  Artist 
Fellowship  Program  in  Hampden-Sydney,  Va. 

The  students  are  Daniel  Schroeder, 
a  senior  string  performance  major  from 
Ocean  Springs,  and  two  graduate  music 
theory  students,  Trevor  Hunt  of  Vicksburg 
and  David  Histing  of  Mobile,  Ala. 

Students  of  the  fellowship  program 
receive  two  weeks  of  chamber  music 
coaching  with  world-renowned  artists  and 
several  performance  opportunities. 

"We  are  very  excited  to  have  the 
honor  of  attending  this  festival,"  Hunt 
said.  "Over  the  past  year,  we  have  worked 


very  hard  to  grow  as  musicians, 
and  this  is  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity to  further  our  development 
as  a  chamber  music  ensemble." 

Only  12  participants  are  accepted 
each  year  into  the  fellowship  program 
The  three  students  comprise  a  guitar 
trio,  which  guitar  professor  Nicholas 
Ciraldo  says  is  "an  unlikely  kind  of  ensemble 
to  be  accepted  into  such  a  festival." 

"This  is  a  highlight  for  me  as  the 
teacher  of  this  group,"  Ciraldo  said.  "I  have 
monitored  their  development  for  several 
semesters  now,  and,  though  this  achieve- 
ment does  not  surprise  me,  1  am  very 
excited  for  them." 


"Over  the  past  year,  we  have  worked  very  hard  to 
grow  as  musicians,  and  this  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
further  our  development  as  a  chamber  music  ensemble/' 

-  Trevor  Hunt,  fellowship  recipient 


Left:  From  left,  Leah  Sandoz,  Liz  Carpenter  and 
Sarah  Anne  Schloemer,  sixth  graders  at  St.  Vincent 
de  Paul  Catholic  School,  stop  to  look  at  a  plate 
painted  by  a  classmate.  The  students  were  invited 
by  the  Katrina  Research  Center  at  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  to  look  at  their  artwork  at  a  special  grand 
opening  on  April  25.  Students  in  Long  Beach 
schools  decorated  more  than  200  dishes  that  were 
found  unbroken  on  the  Gulf  Park  campus  following 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

Alumnus  Wins 
Big  Easy  Award 
for  Dramatic  Role 

Leon  Contavesprie  '03  earned  Best 
Supporting  Actor  in  a  Drama  for  "The 
Pillowman"  at  the  20th  Annual  Big  Easy 
Entertainment  Awards  March  24  at 
Harrah's  Casino  Theatre  in  New  Orleans. 

Each  year,  the  Big  Easy  Entertainment 
Awards  honor  the  best  of  theater  and 
music  in  New  Orleans.  Distinguished  art- 
ists in  the  city,  including  writers,  actors, 
producers,  musicians  and  critics,  select 
the  winners. 

A  New  Orleans  native,  Contavesprie 
has  performed  in  regional  theaters 
across  the  Midwest  and  East  Coast,  in- 
cluding Long 
Wharf  Theatre, 
Mill  Mountain 
Theatre, 
Highland  Rep, 
New  Horizons, 
Roxy  Regional 
Theatre  and  New 
Stage  Theatre.  In 
addition  to  "The 
Pillowman"  at  Le  Petit  Theatre 
du  Vieux  Carre,  he  has  most 
recently  been  seen  in  the  world  premiere 
of  Eric  Coble's  "For  Better"  at  Southern 
Rep  Theatre  in  New  Orleans. 

His  other  credits  include'Tat  Pig," 
"Dinner  with  Friends,"  "Art,"  "Noises 
Off,"  "The  Santaland  Diaries,"  "Of  Mice 
and  Men"  and  others.  He  is  a  found- 
ing member  of  Golden  Eagle  Theatre 
Company,  who  will  present  the  comedy 
"Private  Eyes"  this  July  as  part  of  the 
Southern  Rep  City  Series  and  again  in 
September  in  Hattiesburg  as  a  fundraiser 
for  the  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance. 
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Experience  Southern 
Miss  Athletics  as  an 
Eagle  Club  Member 

When  you  step  into  the  newly  en- 
hanced M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  and  Reed 
Green  Coliseum  next  season,  you  will 
be  entering  two  of  the  finest  game-day 
atmospheres  in  the  nation.  Know  that  it 
is  not  too  late  to  join  the  Eagle  Club  and 
receive  ticket  and  parking  benefits  for  the 
2008  football  and  2008-09  basketball 
seasons.  Eagle  Club  information  and 
membership  opportunities  are  available 
at  SouthernMiss.com  or  feel  free  to  call 
601.266.5299. 

Eagle-Get-An-Eagle 
Rewards  Program 

There  has  never  been  a  better  time  to 
refer  new  members  to  the  Eagle  Club.  11 
you  are  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club  and 
refer  a  new  member,  you  will  connect  your 
friends  to  the  excitement  of  Southern  Miss 
Athletics  and  earn  rewards  along  the  way. 
Prizes  are  based  upon  points  and  include 
an  Eagle  Club  desk  clock,  Eagle  Club 
mouse  pad  with  calculator,  the  chance  to 
walk  with  the  football  team  on  an  Eagle 
Walk,  a  tailgatmg  food  package  provided  by 
Divine  Swine  BBQ,  and  the  grand  prize  — 
an  away  game  trip  with  the  football  team. 


Join  the  Golden  Eagles  in  Orlando 

Trying  to  decide  which  road 
football  games  you  will  attend  in 
2008?  Why  not  enjoy  the  beautiful 
Orlando  weather,  play  golf,  or  enjoy 
boating,  theme  parks,  and  so  much 
more  as  the  Golden  Eagles  take 
on  Conference  USA  rival  UCF  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  8.  Room  rates  will 
begin  at  $94  plus  tax  for  two  doubles 
on  Walt  Disney  World  Resort  prop- 
erty, where  you  have  access  to  a  free 
shuttle  to  all  Disney  activities  as  well 
as  pickup  and  return  service  from  the 
Orlando  airport.  In  addition,  with  a 
minimum  three-night  stay,  the  room  rate 
includes  bus  transportation  from  the  Walt  Disney  World  Resort  to  and  from  the  game. 
For  stays  of  less  than  three  nights  a  $10  round  trip  fee  per  person  will  be  requested. 

To  make  your  reservation,  call  407.938.4868.  Please  be  sure  to  reference  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  have  the  group  number  G0520999  available. 
Rooms  are  reserved  from  Wednesday  through  Sunday  night,  but  should  you  need  ad- 
ditional days  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299.  Please  make  your  reservation 
by  September  15.  After  that  date,  room  reservations  will  be  based  upon  availability. 

Hotel  and  price 

Disney's  All-Star  Sports  Resort-  $94  plus  tax  per  room  per  night 
Disney's  Coronado  Springs  Resort-  $136  plus  tax  per  room  per  night 
Disney's  Grand  Floridian  Resort  &  Spa  -  $326  plus  tax  per  room  per  night 
Fort  Wilderness  RV  Hook-Up  -  $51  per  night 


Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic 
Helps  to  Endow  Collier  Scholarship 

The  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  sponsored  by  the  Golden  Moon  and  Pearl  River 
Resort,  with  presenting  sponsor  Big  Buck  Sports  in  Hattiesburg,  was  a  huge  success.  The 
tournament  and  auction  raised  the  funds  necessary  to  endow  an  athletic  scholarship  in 
former  Golden  Eagle  quarterback  Reggie  Collier's  name  This  scholarship  will  be  awarded 
annually  to  a  football  student-athlete. 

Major  highlights  of  the  weekend  were  the  performance  ol  local  recording  artist  Madison 
Cook,  a  meeting  of  numerous  former  Southern  Miss  players  and  coaches  with  new  head 
coach  Larry  Fedora,  and  the  Sunday  golf  tournament  featuring  more  than  ISO  golfei  - 
celebrities.  The  lisi  ol  celebrities  included  former  Southern  Miss  players  Ray  Guy,  Michael 
Jackson,  Bobby  Hamilton,  Lotus  Lipps,  Fred  Cook.  Amos  Fowler,  Bud  Brown  and  Sammy 
Winder;  coaches  Bobby  Collins,  Jim  Carmody,  Larry  Fedora  and  Ray  Perkins;  and  others 
such  as  Willie  Totten,  Hugh  Green.  Kent  Hull.  Willie  Richardson,  Nolan  Smith,  Aubrey 
Matthews,  and  former  major  league  baseball  players  Bobby  Myrick  and  Barry  Lyons. 

Left:  Lloyd  Dobson  is  pictured  with  the  Brett  Fovre  jersex  and 
he  won  at  the  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic's  live  auction. 
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Softball  Team 
Closes  Season 

The  softball  team  closed  out  the  2008 
season,  falling  to  UCF,  3-2,  in  game  two 
of  the  first  day  m  the  Conference  USA 
Softball  Championship.  The  Lady  Eagles 
ended  the  season  at  25-30. 

"This  was  the  last  hoorah  for  our  se- 
niors," Head  Coach  Howard  Dobson  said. 
"They  fought  until  the  end,  and  that  is 
what  we  asked  all  the  way  through.  I  was 
telling  them  in  our  team  meeting  after- 
ward that  no  matter  what  happens,  you've 
been  through  a  lot  in  your  four  years.  No 
matter  what  life  throws  at  you  the  rest  of 
the  way,  at  least  you  know  you  can  handle 
it.  They  showed  some  character  and  I  hate 
to  see  the  way  it  happened.  We  gave  it  our 
all  and  left  it  on  the  field.  Now  we  have  to 
step  back,  regroup,  recruit  and  get  ready 
for  next  year." 

Junior  pitcher  Samantha  Davis  and 
sophomore  outfielder  Megan  Hill  were 
named  second  team  All-Conference  USA. 
With  the  two  all-conference  performances, 
Southern  Miss  now  has  22  that  have 
earned  all-league  honors. 


Super  Bowl  Champions 
Draft  Eagle  Defender 

Former  Southern  Miss  defensive  line- 
man Robert  Henderson  was  selected  in 
the  sixth  round  by  the  New  York  Giants 
in  the  National  Football  League  draft. 

Henderson  was  the  199th  overall 
selection  in  the  draft  being  held  in  New 
York  City  and  the  first  Southern  Miss  playe: 
chosen  since  2004  when  Michael  Boley  (5th  round) 
was  taken  by  the  Atlanta  Falcons  and  Jeremy  Parquet  (7th 
round)  went  to  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs. 

At  6-foot-3  and  283  pounds,  Henderson  earned  four 
letters  during  his  career  as  the  Golden  Eagles  compiled 
a  30-21  overall  record  during  that  time  and  reached  a 
bowl  game  in  all  four  of  his  seasons. 

Over  46  career  games,  he  tallied  173  total  tackles 
(115  solos)  to  go  along  with  29.5  tackles  for  loss  and 
13.5  sacks. 


.ompleted  before 
squad  wrapped  u 
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Volleyball  Adds 
Colorado  Standout 

Volleyball  Coach  Ricci  Luyties  has 
announced  the  signing  of  Bridget  Whalen 
(Littleton,  Colo.),  to  a  national  letter  of 
intent  for  the  2008-09  academic  year. 
Whalen,  a  5-foot-5  setter,  was  a  four- 
year  letterwinner  for  Coach  Margaret 
Whalen  at  Littleton  High  School.  She 
earned  Continental  League  All-Conference 
honors  and  an  all-state  honorable  mention 
for  three  years.  She  received  Athlete  of 
the  Month  in  October  2007  and  was 
voted  school's  most  valuable  player  in 
2007.  Her  club  team  placed  first  in  the 
16-Open  in  three  national  qualifiers, 
placing  fifth  in  the  USAV  16-Open  in 
2006  and  second  in  the  AAU  16. 
Whalen  was  a  member  of  the 
first-team  Colorado  state  all-aca- 
demic team  for  three  consecutive 
years  and  was  on  the  high  school 
honor  roll  for  nine  semesters. 
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Baseball  Gains  Sixth- 
Straight  Regional  Bid 

In  late  May,  the  Southern  Miss  baseball 
team  earned  its  school-record  sixth 
straight  NCAA  Tournament  berth  in  2008. 
The  Golden  Eagles  were  joined  by  New 
Orleans,  LSU  and  Texas  Southern  at  the 
Baton  Rouge  Regional. 

"This  is  a  credit  to  our  players,  coaches, 
administration  and  school,"  said  llth-year 
head  coach  Corky  Palmer. 

It  was  the  ninth  overall  NCAA 
Tournament  appearance  for  Southern  Miss, 
which  was  eliminated  in  four  games,  defeat- 
ing UNO  twice,  but  losing  to  the  host  Tigers 
twice,  once  in  the  championship  round. 

Southern  Miss'  sixth  consecutive 
selection  to  NCAA  postseason  play  is  the 
13th  longest  current  streak  in  the  NCAA. 
The  Golden  Eagles  also  sport  the  second- 
longest  current  string  of  tournament  ap- 
pearances among  Conference  USA  schools 
behind  Rice's  14  berths. 


Former  Golden  tagie 
Pitcher  Called  to  the  Majors 

Former  Southern  Miss  pitcher  Bob  McCrory  was  promoted  from  Triple-, 
the  major  league's  Baltimore  Orioles  in  late  April. 

McCrory,  who  was  added  to  the  Orioles  40-man  roster  this  off-season,  played  for 
Southern  Miss  and  coach  Corky  Palmer  from  2001  to  2003.  He  started  the 
season  at  Triple-A  Norfolk  where  he  saved  four  games  in  nine  appear- 
ances with  an  ERA  of  1.80  and  a  record  of  0-2. 

McCrory  becomes  the  first  Southern  Miss  player  to  reach  the 
major  leagues  that  played  for  Palmer  as  a  Golden  Eagle  and  the 
13th  former  Southern  Miss  player  to  reach  the  major  leagues. 

He  spent  last  season  between  Smgle-A  Frederick  and 
Double-A  Bowie,  where  he  converted  27  of  30  save  oppor- 
tunities,  which  was  second  in  the  entire  Baltimore  minor 
league  system.  He  was  also  named  to  the  Carolina  League 
All-Star  Team. 

The  Orioles  thought  highly  enough  of  McCrory  to  send 
him  to  the  prestigious  Arizona  Fall  League  this  winter  where 
he  picked  up  three  saves  in  10  innings  of  work,  while  striking 
out  nine  and  posting  a  1.80  ERA. 
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Golden  Eagle 
golfer  Paul  Apyan 


Men's  Golf  Earns 
Second  Place 
Finish  at  C-USA 
Championships 

Redshirt  sophomore  Paul  Apyan 
shot  a  final  round  one-over  73  to 
_  lead  the  Golden  Eagles  to  a 

second-place  finish  at  the 


i  Mensuoii 
lamptonsnips,  played  at 
the  Texarkana  Country  Club  in 
Texarkana,  Ark. 

The  second  place  finish  was 
the  best  mark  for  Southern  Miss 
in  the  12-year  history  of  the  Golf 
Championships. 

Apyan  finished  with  a  three- 
round  total  of  210  to  finish  in  a 
tie  for  third  place  with  Tulsa's  Rob 
Laird.  The  third  place  finish  tied  the 
highest  finish  for  a  mens  golfer  at  the 
C-USA  Championships.  Greg  Howell 
also  finished  in  third  in  1998. 
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Lady  Eagle 
Basketball  Makes 
Postseason  Push 

The  Lady  Eagle  basketball  team 
completed  its  finest  season  in  more  than 
a  decade,  advancing  to  the  third  round  of 
the  WNIT. 

Alter  a  thrilling  victory  over  rival 
Mississippi  State  in  the  second  round,  the 
Lady  Eagles  dropped  its  next  contest  to 
Michigan,  59-45.  Southern  Miss  conclud- 
ed the  season  with  a  record  of  21-14. 

Liz  Biland,  the  team's  only  senior, 
wrapped  up  her  career  with  837  points, 
611  rebounds,  103  assists,  110  steals  and 
112  blocks. 

The  Lady  Eagles  return  90  percent 
of  their  offense  and  89  percent  of  their 
rebounds  for  next  season.  The  21  wins  are 
the  most  since  the  1995-96  season  and 
this  was  also  the  farthest  a  Southern  Miss 
team  advanced  in  the  WNIT. 


Lady  Eagle 
Freshman 
Golfer  Earns 
All-C-USA  Nod 
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Virginia  Espejo  was  named  to  the 
Women's  Golf  All-Conference  USA 
Third  Team  in  a  vote  by  the  league's 
nine  coaches. 
It  is  the  first  all-conference  selection  for 
the  Lady  Eagles  since  Ofelia  Lopez  was  named  to 
the  team  in  2001.  It  is  also  just  the  sixth  all-confer- 
ence selection  ever. 

Espejo,  a  freshman,  was  one  of  two  golfers  to 
participate  in  nine  of  10  tournaments  this  year.  She  led 
the  team  with  a  77.9  stroke  average  over  22  rounds. 
The  Madrid,  Spain,  native  had  two  top  five 
finishes,  three  top  10  finishes  and  four  top  20 
finishes.  At  the  USA  Lady  Jaguar  Invitational, 
Espejo  put  together  back-to-back  73's,  her 
^J/J  fj  | ,!    lowest  rounds  of  the  year,  on  her  way  to  a 
, .   •''  ^     second- place  finish. 
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Men's  Hoops  Ends 
Season  With  C-USA 
Tournament  Run 

The  men's  basketball  team  won  a 
pair  of  games  in  the  Conference  USA 
Tournament  before  falling  to  eventual 
national  runner-up  Memphis,  69-53. 

Southern  Miss  (19-14)  hadn't  played 
in  the  semifinals  since  2001,  and  this 
was  only  the  third  time  in  school  history 
the  Golden  Eagles  had  gotten  this  far  in  a 
conference  tournament. 

While  Memphis  earned  a  No.  1  seed 
in  the  NCAA  tournament,  the  Golden 
Eagles'  only  chance  at  a  NCAA  bid  was 
Conference  USA's  automatic  berth.  To 
get  that,  Southern  Miss  had  to  win  four 
games  in  four  days,  and  the  Golden  Eagles 
won  the  late  game  in  each  of  the  first  two 
rounds  to  advance.  Southern  Miss  beat 
Rice  on  day  one,  and  followed  that  victory 
with  a  win  over  UCF. 


Record  Crowd 
Watches  Spring 
Football  Game 

A  crowd  of  11,126  saw  the  first  glimpse 
of  new  football  coach  Larry  Fedora's  offen- 
sive style  April  1 2  during  the  team's  annual 
Black  and  Gold  Spring  Game  at  Carlisle- 
Faulkner  Field  at  Roberts  Stadium. 

What  the  enthusiastic  crowd  saw  was 
an  explosive  offensive  show  that  saw  the 
Black  team  defeat  the  Gold,  31-14. 

Despite  the  explosion  on  offense,  the 
defenses  played  well  too  as  they  forced  a 
combined  six  turnovers. 

Rising  junior  Damion  Fletcher  scored 
the  game's  first  touchdown  for  the  Black 
squad,  an  early  first  quarter  score,  en  route 
to  107  yards  on  13  rushes  to  go  along  with 
six  receptions  for  78  yards. 

In  their  bid  to  replace  graduated  senior 
Jeremy  Young  as  the  Eagles'  quarterback, 
Austin  Davis  finished  the  night  by  throw- 
ing for  207  yards  on  17-of-23  passing, 
while  Martevious  Young  tallied  28-of-40 
with  three  interceptions  and  335  yards. 


2008  SOUTHERN  MISS 
FOOTBALL  SCHEDULE 


c 
DAY 

DATE 

OPPONENT 

> 

SITE 

Sat. 

Aug.  30 

.   Louisiana-Lafayette 

The  Rock 

Sat. 

Sept.  6 

at  Auburn 

Auburn,  Ala. 

Sat. 

Sept.  13 

at  Arkansas  State 

Jonesboro,  Ark. 

Sat. 

Sept.  20 

Marshall 

The  Rock 

Sat. 

Sept.  27 

Open 

Sat. 

Oct.  4 

UTEP 

The  Rock 

Sat. 

Oct.  1 1 

Boise  State 

The  Rock 

Sat. 

Oct.  1  8 

at  Rice 

Houston,  Texas 

Sat. 

Oct.  25 

at  Memphis 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

Sat. 

Nov.  1 

UAB  (Homecoming) 

The  Rock 

Sat. 

Nov.  8 

atUCF 

Orlando,  Fla. 

Sat. 

Nov.  15 

East  Carolina 

The  Rock 

Sat. 

Nov.  22 

Open 

Sat. 

Nov.  29 

atSMU 

Dallas,  Texas 

By  th 


By  rne 

NUMBERS 


The  number  of  Golden  Eagle 
track  and  field  athletes  who 
earned  all-region  'honors  - 
Ashley  May  (long  jump,  triple 
jump),  Hana  Prudilova  (jav- 
elin) and  Cornelius  Duncan 
(400  meters) 


The  number  of  saves  earned 

by  Golden  Eagle  closer  Tyler 

Conn,  a  Pro-Line  First  Team 

All-American,  in  18  chances 

this  baseball  season. 


The- number  of  wins  for  the 
Golden  Eagle  baseball  team 
in  2008,  tying  for  the  third- 
most  in  school  history  for  a 
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The  number  of  tackles  made 
by  linebacker  Gerald  McRath 
in  2007.  McRath  is  the  reign- 
ing Conference  USA  Defensive 
Player  of  the  Year. 

1,586 

The  school-record,  single- 
season  rushing  total  set  by 

Damion  Fletcher  in  2007. 

With  26  yards  in  2008,  > 
Fletcher  will  become  only  the 
fourth  Golden  Eagle  to  rush 
for  3,000  yards  in  a  career. 


Spring  2008 
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Above:  The  McAAahon  Family  Charitable  Foundation  has  donated  $100,000  to  the  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders.  From  left  are  Marty  AAcMahan,  Katherine  M.  Walker  and  Lynn  McMahan,  M.D. 


ApinchofHattiesburg. 
A  dash  of  black  &  gold. 


You  can  now  bring  it  all  to  your  kitchen. 


"Southern  Seasons,"  is  a  new  coffee-table  cook- 
book featuring  140  new  recipes  by  alumnus  and 
renowned  chef  Robert  St.  John  and  59  watercolors 
of  Mississippi  artist  Wyatt  Waters. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  now  have  the  opportunity 
to  purchase  a  limited  edition  of  the  book,  featur- 
ing Waters'  watercolor  of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building  and  a  special  gift — a 
signed  print  of  this  unique  work  of  art. 

Cost  of  each  book  is  $50  (plus  $7  shipping  and 
handling).  Order  yours  today  by  clicking  the 
"Give  Now"  button  at  usm.edu/foundation, 
or  by  calling  the  University  Foundation  at 
601.266.5602. 


McMahan  Family 
Gift  Benefits 
DuBard  School 

The  DuBard  School  for  Language 
Disorders  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  recently  received  a  $100,000 
contribution  from  the  McMahan  Family 
Charitable  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg  in 
support  of  its  mission. 

Lynn  McMahan,  M.D.,  his  wife,  Marty, 
and  daughter,  Katherine  M.  Walker, 
toured  the  DuBard  School  in  March  to 
visit  students  and  join  school  officials  in 
announcing  the  gift. 

"This  most  generous  contribution  from 
the  McMahan  Family  Foundation  helps 
to  give  the  gift  of  language  to  children 
with  severe  speech,  language  and  hearing 
disabilities,"  said  Dr.  Maureen  Martin, 
DuBard  School  director.  "Countless  chil- 
dren and  their  families  will  have  hope  and 
a  brighter  future  as  a  result." 

The  McMahan  donation  is  the  largest 
one-time  gift  given  to  the  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders,  a  clinical  division  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Department  of  Speech  and 
Hearing  Sciences  designed  to  serve  children 
with  severe  language-speech  disorders. 

Dr.  McMahan,  founder  of  Southern  Eye 
Center  in  Hattiesburg,  said  he's  familiar  with 
the  impact  of  the  DuBard  School  through 
friends  whose  children  have  attended. 

"We've  known  about  DuBard  for  years," 
he  said.  "We  had  an  ophthalmologist  who 
came  to  Hattiesburg  from  the  University  of 
California,  Los  Angeles,  just  for  the  DuBard 
School.  It  is  truly  a  good  thing." 
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Endowed  Professorship  Established 

in  Honor  of  Retiring  Marketing  Professor 


For  Dr.  AlvinJ.  Williams,  the  most 
rewarding  aspect  of  his  28-year  teach- 
ing career  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  has  been  overseeing  the 
transformation  ol  students  through  their 
college  years  and  beyond. 

Those  former  students  and  friends  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  honor  their  pro- 
fessor and  mentor  through  a  newly  created 
professorship  in  the  College  of  Business, 
which  was  announced  at  a  retirement 
reception  in  May  honoring  Williams. 

The  Alvin  J.  Williams  Endowed 
Professorship  in  Minority  Entrepreneurship 
will  help  nurture  future  entrepreneurship 
programs,  and  Southern  Miss  alumna 
Beverly  Dale  of  Los  Altos,  Calif.,  has  con- 
tributed $100,000  to  kick  off  the  initiative. 

"I  have  met  so  many  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  alums  who  have  been 
mentored  by  Dr.  Williams  and  who  have 
gone  on  to  successful  business  careers  in 
Mississippi  and  across  the  United  States,"  said 
Dale,  who  is  retired  from  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Foundation  Board  of  Directors. 

"The  establishment  ol  this  endowed 
professorship  honors  Dr.  Williams  for  the 
individual  lives  he  has  touched  and  for 
his  broader  contributions  to  the  Southern 
Miss  and  south  Mississippi  communi- 
ties," said  Dale.  "The  Williams  Endowed 
Professorship  furthermore  emphasizes  the 
commitment  of  the  College  of  Business 
to  the  training  and  launching  of  young 
minority  entrepreneurs  who  will  be  pre- 
pared, competitive  and  successful  in  their 
chosen  business  endeavors." 

For  Williams,  that  mentorship  with 
students  has  been  the  most  rewarding 
aspect  of  his  28-year  teaching  career. 

"The  single  most  rewarding  part  of  the 
job  has  been  to  watch  uncertain  freshmen 
enter  the  College  of  Business  and  to  ob- 
serve their  maturation  through  college  and 
into  very  productive  careers  in  business," 
said  Williams.  "Observing  and  partici- 
pating in  these  transformational  pro- 
cesses have  offered  considerable  rewards. 
Southern  Miss  is  truly  a  place  where 
students,  faculty  and  staff  can  achieve  im- 
mensely in  a  supportive  atmosphere." 


Williams  will  retire  June  30  following 
a  career  that  began  at  Southern  Miss,  first 
as  a  student,  and  finally,  as  professor  and 
interim  dean  of  the  College  of  Business  for 
the  past  year. 

Since  joining  the  faculty  in  1980, 
Williams  served  as  the  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Marketing  from  1988  to 
2005.  He  is  past  president  for  the  Society 
for  Marketing  Advances  and  just  com- 
pleted a  term  as  editor  of  the  Journal  oj 
Supply  Chain  Management.  He  is  active 
in  the  Institute  for  Supply  Management, 
Academy  of  Marketing  Science  and  the 
Society  for  Marketing  Advances.  He  also 
has  twice  been  awarded  the  BellSouth 
Outstanding  Teaching  Award  Irom  the 
College  of  Business. 

Williams  has  conducted  over  330 
presentations  and  seminars  for  supplj 
management  and  marketing  profession- 
als in  the  United  States,  Europe,  South 
Africa,  Japan  and  China.  He  has  pub- 
lished in  various  academic  and  profes- 
sional journals  in  marketing  and  supply 
management   Some  of  these  include 
Industrial  Marketing  Management,  Journal 


oj  Supply  Chain  Management,  Supply  Chain 
Management  Review,  and  Journal  oj  Personal 
Selling  and  Sales  Management. 

In  the  community,  he  has  served  on  a 
number  of  boards,  including  the  United 
Way,  Salvation  Army/Boys  and  Girls  Club, 
the  Area  Development  Partnership  and 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  where  he  received 
the  Silver  Beaver  Award. 

After  his  graduation  in  1974,  the 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  earned  a  master's 
degree  from  the  University  of  Alabama  and  a 
doctorate  from  the  University  ot  Arkansas. 

Because  faculty  endowments  are  in- 
tended to  permanently  support  a  particular 
program,  they  allow  the  University  to  estab- 
lish a  margin  ol  excellence,  said  Dr.  David 
Wolf,  vice  president  for  advancement. 

"These  are  the  kinds  ot  things  that  sepa- 
rate a  great  university  Item  a  good  univer- 
sity. Providing  faculty  resources  like  these 
present  opportunities  to  further  enhance 
our  academic  programs."  said  Wolf. 

For  more  information  about  contrib- 
uting to  the  AlvinJ.  Williams  End* 
Professorship,  contact  the  Southern  Miss 
Foundation  at  601.266,5602. 
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Above:  Virginia  Sbardella  looks  on  as  Dean 
Elizabeth  Harkins  adjusts  Judie  Shanks'  cap. 

Far  Left:  The  first  six  students  to  graduate  from  the  School 
of  Nursing  in  May  1969  included:  front  row,  from  left, 
Lola  Case,  Rose  Marie  Smith  and  Adrianne  Dill;  back 
row,  Patricia  Hill,  Carolyn  Hogue  and  Eva  May  Allday. 

Left:  The  first  School  of  Nursing  faculty  is  pictured 
in  the  1968  edition  of  The  Southerner.  Front  Row: 
Sister  Mary  Remeguis  Harkins,  Nellie  Whiser  Hunt. 
Second  Row:  Flora  Bain,  Elizabeth  Benjamin,  Avis 
Raluir  and  Cora  Balmat. 
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FAITH: 

The  Elizabeth  Harkins  Story 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

here  there  is  a  vision,  a 
hope  or  just  a  glimmer  ot 
an  idea,  there  must  also 
be  faith  in  the  possibility 
of  its  coming  to  fruition  and  a  commit- 
ment to  making  it  happen.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  School  of  Nursing  owes  its 
existence  to  the  faith  and  commitment 
of  Sister  Elizabeth  Catherine  Harkins,  a 
woman  who  had  a  really  good  idea.  This  is 
her  story. 

The  Elizabeth  Harkins  story  began  in 
Leake  County  in  1914,  in  the  small  rural 
community  of  St.  Anne's.  She  was  one  of 
eight  children  born  to  a  devoutly  Catholic 
family.  She  attended  a  one-room,  one-teach- 
er elementary  school,  and  graduated  from  St. 
Francis  Xavier  High  School  in  Vicksburg,  a 
Catholic  boarding  school  for  girls,  in  1933. 
During  her  senior  year  in  high  school, 
she  decided  to  become  a  nun;  specifi- 
cally, a  member  of  the  Religious  Sisters 
of  Mercy,  St.  Louis  Regional  Community. 
She  took  her  novitiate  in  St.  Louis  and 
upon  completion  in  1936,  she  returned 
to  Mississippi.  She  taught  in  Catholic 
schools  in  Greenville  and  Meridian  until 
1943,  whereupon  she  entered  training  at 
Mercy  Hospital  Soniat  Memorial,  School  of 
Nursing  in  New  Orleans  and  received  her 
nursing  diploma  in  1946.  Her  first  nursing 
job  was  at  Mercy  Hospital  in  Vicksburg 
as  a  practicing  nurse.  Over  the  years,  she 
advanced  to  administrative  positions  and 


served  as  director  of  the  Mercy  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing  from  1962  to  1966. 

A  firm  believer  in  continuing  educa- 
tion, Harkins  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
nursing  education  at  St.  Mary's  College  in 
Xavier,  Kan.  (1950),  a  master's  degree  in 
nursing  education  at  Catholic  University 
(1962),  an  advanced  master's  degree  in 
education  from  Florida  State  University 
(1973),  and  a  doctorate  in  education  from 
Florida  State  (1975). 

As  a  nurse,  Harkins  was  troubled  by 
the  fact  that  Mississippi  had  only  one  bac- 
calaureate nursing  program,  a  small  schoo 
at  the  University  of  Mississippi  that  did  not 
graduate  nearly  enough  students  to  meet 
the  state's  need  for  practicing  nurses  and 
nursing  faculty.  In  the  late  1950s,  she  be- 
gan to  discuss  the  issue  with  various  peer 
groups,  and  an  idea  to  establish  a  second 
baccalaureate  program  at  a  state-supported 
Mississippi  institution  of  higher  learning 
started  to  take  shape  in  her  mind.  It  was 
an  ambitious  idea,  to  say  the  least,  but 
she  pursued  it  in  an  orderly  fashion.  First, 
she  designed  a  program  she  could  sell  lo 
a  college  or  university.  Next,  she  secured 
permission  to  work  in  a  state  institution 
from  her  superiors  in  the  Sisters  of  Mercy 
community  and  from  the  bishop  of  the 
Jackson-Natchez  Diocese.  She  worked 
with  key  senators  and  representatives  lo 
gam  authorization  lor  the  program,  she 
petitioned  the  Mississippi  Board  ol 
Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  lor  permission  lo 


approach  colleges  and  universities  about 
starting  a  school  of  nursing;  and  she 
searched  for  a  home  for  the  program.  She 
first  approached  the  president  of  Delta 
State  College  in  Cleveland.  He  declined, 
and  suggested  that  she  discuss  the  matter 
with  President  William  D.  McCain  at 
Southern  Miss  instead. 

Armed  with  all  the  statistics  needed  to 
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justify  a  second  baccalaureate  program, 
she  drove  to  Hattiesburg  and  descended  on 
Dr.  McCain  wearing  her  lull  nun's  regalia 
—  black  veil,  long  black  dress  and  habit. 
To  her  surprise,  his  answer  to  her  proposal 
was  "Yes."  In  a  burst  of  bravado,  she  asked 
if  he  would  consider  having  a  Sister  on  his 
faculty,  and  again,  he 
answered,  "Yes."  Years 
later.  Dr.  McCain 
recalled  that  meeting 
and  said,  "How  could 
1  even  think  of  saying 
no  to  her?  It  would 
have  been  like  saying 
no  to  God." 

The  carefully  laid 
groundwork  paid  ol  1 
in  May  1966,  when 

Governor  Paul  B.  Johnson  Jr.  signed  Senate 
Bill  2280,  creating  a  new  baccalaureate  pro- 
gram for  nurses.  Harkins  credited  senators 
Ellis  Bodron  and  Edwin  Pittman,  along  with 
representatives  Billy  Joe  Cross,  John  Junkin, 
C.  B.  Newman  and  Frank  Shanahan  for  their 
assistance  in  its  passage. 

When  Harkins  arrived  in  Hattiesburg 
in  August  1966,  President  McCain  gave  her 
carte  blanche  in  getting  the  school  up  and 
running.  He  said,  "I  have  employed  you 
to  establish  the  School  of  Nursing  at  this 
university.  You  know  what  you  should  do. 
I  am  not  going  to  interfere  with  your  work, 
but  if  you  ever  need  me,  I  am  here  in  this 
office."  According  to  Harkins,  his  promise 
held  true  throughout  his  presidency. 

Harkins  had  one  year  to  assemble 
a  faculty,  set  a  curriculum  and  recruit 
students  for  the  new  School  of  Nursing. 
Consultants  were  brought  in  from  Catholic 
University,  Yale  University  and  Wayne 
State  University  to  assist  with  formulating 


"(Dean  Harkins  was)  a 
soft-spoken  individual 

with  incredible 

political  savvy  and  a 

strong  commitment  to 

professional  nursing." 

-  Dr.  Karen  Lundy 


the  curriculum  and  with  the  overall  orga- 
nization of  the  school.  She  also  consulted 
with  the  chairmen  of  each  department  on 
campus  to  determine  which  of  their  course 
offerings  would  be  most  beneficial  to 
nursing  students.  The  Mississippi  Nurses 
Association  also  played  a  vital  role  in 

getting  the  school 
off  the  ground. 
President  McCain 
named  Harkins  as 
dean,  making  her 
the  first  Catholic- 
Sister  in  the  United 
States  to  hold  a 
deanship  in  nursing 
in  a  state  sup- 
ported institution 
of  higher  learning. 
Other  members  of  the  initial  faculty  were 
Dr.  Cora  Balmut,  Nellie  Wisenhunt,  Flora 
Bains,  Elizabeth  Benjamin  and  Avis  Raluir. 
Offices  for  the  school  were  in  McLemore 
Hall,  and  classrooms  were  in  Southern 
Hall.  The  first  class,  in  the  fall  of  1967, 
was  composed  of  seven  students. 

Dean  Harkins  sought  accreditation  by 
the  National  League  for  Nursing  even  before 
the  first  classes  were  held.  She  prepared 
a  written  self-study,  an  on-site  visit  was 
conducted,  and  on  September  26,  1967,  the 
school  was  granted  reasonable  assurance  for 
accreditation.  However,  full  accreditation 
was  not  granted  until  the  first  class  gradu- 
ated in  1969.  In  1974,  a  master's  program 
was  added,  and  it  was  accredited  in  1977. 
The  school  grew  exponentially  from  its 
inception,  and  by  the  1980s  it  was  the  sixth 
largest  baccalaureate  program  in  the  nation. 
In  1997,  a  doctoral  program  in  nursing 
was  approved,  and  the  first  doctorate  was 
awarded  in  2004.  As  of  2006,  Southern  Miss 


had  graduated  more  than  4,600  nurses. 

During  her  career,  Harkins  served  two 
terms  as  president  of  the  Mississippi  Nurses 
Association  (1963-67)  and  was  president 
of  the  Nurses  Board  of  Examination  and 
Registration  for  the  State  of  Mississippi  from 
1971  to  1975.  In  1973,  she  was  inducted  as 
a  Charter  Fellow  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Nursing.  In  1982,  the  Elizabeth  Catherine 
Harkins  School  of  Nursing  Building  was 
named  in  her  honor.  Although  she  retired 
in  December  1980,  she  remained  active  as 
Dean  Ementa,  writing  grants  and  working 
on  a  history  of  the  School  of  Nursing. 

Cancer  claimed  the  life  of  Dean  Harkins 
on  March  13,  1997,  at  McAuley  Home  in 
Vicksburg.  Faithful  to  the  end,  she  signed  a 
grant  application  for  the  School  of  Nursing 
on  the  morning  of  her  death.  In  2006,  she 
was  inducted  into  the  Mississippi  Nurses 
Association  Hall  of  Fame.  On  that  occa- 
sion. Dr.  Karen  Lundy,  a  nursing  professor, 
described  Dean  Harkins  as  a  true  "steel 
magnolia,"  "a  soft-spoken  individual  with 
incredible  political  savvy  and  a  strong  com- 
mitment to  professional  nursing." 

Elizabeth  Harkins  was  a  woman  of  un- 
questionable faith,  but  her  philosophy  was 
that  a  person's  religion  is  a  private  matter. 
Her  heartfelt  desire  was  to  influence  others 
through  living  by  her  values  and  setting  a 
good  example.  Looking  back  on  her  life,  one 
can  only  say,  "mission  accomplished."  IS 

Author's  Note:  This  will  be  my  final  article  for 

The  Talon,  as  I  am  retireing  on  June  30. 1  would 

like  to  thank  the  Alumni  Association  for  allowing 

me  to  share  pieces  of  the  University's  past  with 

our  readers.  Thanks  to  all  who  have  read  this 

segment.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  writing  it. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

-Yvonne  Arnold  '90 


Right:  Elizabeth  Harkins,  pictured  at  her 
desk  in  the  1970s,  was  instrumental  in  the 
development  of  the  School  of  Nursing  at 
Southern  Miss. 

Far  Right:  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  D.  McCain 
congratulate  Rose  Smith  at  a  reception  for  the 
first  graduates  of  School  of  Nursing. 
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Association  Announces 

Record  Class  of  Legacy  Scholars 


For  five  years  now,  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  has  honored  select 
children  and  grandchildren  of  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  alumni  with 
financial  awards  as  pan  ol  the  organiza- 
tion's Legacy  Scholars  Program.  This 
year,  the  Association  has  announced  a 
record-breaking  class. 

In  2008,  eight  incoming  Southern 
Miss  freshmen  have  been  awarded 
$1,000,  one-time  scholarships  —  the 
number  of  recipients  represents  the  most 
awards  distributed  by  the  Association 
since  the  organization  began  honoring 
similar  students  through  the  program 
four  years  ago. 

Meleah  Marissa 
Aldridge  from  Petal 
High  School  (3.96 
GPA,  24  ACT)  plans 
to  major  in  English 
education.  At  Petal, 
she  was  a  member 
ol  the  National  Honor  Society,  Future 
Educators  of  America  and  Mu  Alpha  Theta. 
The  member  of  Carterville  Baptist  Church 
also  participated  in  the  Future  Educators 
of  America  Teacher  Appreciation  Day  and 
the  canned  food  drive  for  Children's  Task 
Force.  Meleah  is  the  daughter  of  Deborah  R. 
Aldridge,  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association. 


Austin  Earl  Gilbert 

from  Oak  Grove 
High  School  (3.70 
GPA,  24  ACT)  was  a 
member  of  the  Beta 
Club,  Mu  Alpha 
Theta,  the  Student 
Council  and  Student  Government,  as  well 
as  the  varsity  football  and  powerlifting 
teams.  He  participated  in  the  Hattiesburg 
Zoo  Youth  Volunteer  Program  as  well  as 
the  Mississippi  Power  Community  Clean- 
up Program,  and  is  a  member  of  Parkway 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church.  Austin 
is  the  son  of  Rex  Sanders  Gilbert,  an  an- 
nual member  of  the  Association  for  more 
than  25  years. 


Lora  Claire  Jones  i  I 

Tupelo  High  School 
(3.89  GPA,  26  ACT) 
plans  to  major  in 
speech  pathology. 
The  Honor  Roll  stu- 
dent was  a  member 
oi  the  National  Honor  Society  and  Future 
Educators  Association.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  Youth  Council, 
and  is  a  Habitat  tor  1  lumamiy  and  Big 
Brothers  Big  Sisters  volunteer.   Lora  is 
the  daughter  of  Michael  Grey  and  Shelly 
Alcorn  Jones,  annual  members  ol  the 
Association  for  more  than  15  years. 


Myers  Lee  Marshall 

of  Daphne  (Ala.) 
High  School  (3.40 
GPA,  23  ACT)  plans 
to  major  in  polymer 
science,  specializing 
in  sports  and  high- 
performance  materials.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Leadership  Club  and  an  all-county 
golf  standout.  The  member  of  Spanish  Fort 
Presbyterian  Church  served  meals  at  the 
Waterfront  Rescue  Mission  and  volunteered 
by  mowing  lawns  and  winterizing  homes 
for  needy  families.  Myers  is  the  son  of 
Mickey  Lee  Marshall  and  the  grandson  of 
Earl  Marshall  and  Bobbie  Jones  Marshall, 
all  Life  Members  of  the  Association. 

Andrew  "Drew" 
Louis  McKean  of 

Murphy  (AlaT  High 
School  (3.77  GPA, 
25  ACT)  plans  to 
major  in  athletic 
training.  He  was  a 
member  ol  the  soccer  and  football  teams, 
an  1  lonor  Roll  student,  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes  and  a  Lead  America 
Scholarship  Recipient   1  le  was  also  an 
Eagle  Scout  and  a  volunteer  lor  Habitat 
for  Humanity.  Andrew  is  the  grandson  ol 
Charles  and  Glamece  McCarty  Roberts,  a 
Life  Member. 


Megan  Rose 
McPhail  of  Oak 

Grove  High  School 
(3.92  GPA,  27  ACT) 
plans  to  major  in  in- 
ternational business 
and  Spanish.  She 
was  president  of  the  Beta  Club,  co-editor 
of  the  school  newspaper,  and  a  member 
of  the  National  Honor  Society,  Mu  Alpha 
Theta  and  the  Student  Council.  She  also 
participated  in  Forrest  General  Hospital's 
junior  volunteer  program.  Megan  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Dr.  James  H.  McPhail,  a 
Life  Member,  and  the  daughter  of  alumni 
Brian  and  Ramona  McPhail. 

Erin  Elizabeth 
Seidenburg  of  West 

Jones  High  School 
(3.8  GPA,  28  ACT) 
plans  to  major  in 
nursing.  She  was  an 
Honor  Roll  student 
and  a  member  of  Beta  Club.  Mu  Alpha 
Theta,  the  Student  Council  and  the  swim 
team.  She  also  volunteered  her  time  with 
the  Salvation  Arm)',  Christian  Food  Mission 
and  World  Changers.  Erin  is  the  daughter 
of  Life  Members  James  Douglas  Seidenburg 
and  Rhonda  Fairchild  Seidenburt'. 


n       Elizabeth  Blair 
Wesley  of  Heritage 
Academy  in 
Columbus  (3.81 
GPA.  25  ACT  plans 
to  major  in  mass 
communication.  She 
was  an  Honor  Roll  and  Academy  Honors 
student  who  was  named  Who's  Who 
Among  American  High  School  Seniors. 
She  was  class  president  her  sophomore, 
junior  and  senior  years,  and  was  a  member 
of  Beta  Club.  The  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Columbus  also 
served  as  a  youth  soccer  coach  and  after- 
school  tutor.   Elizabeth  is  the  grand( 
ter  of  Donald  and  Ole  Mae  Dana,  Life 
Members  of  the  Association. 
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Alumni  Groups  Have  Active  Spring 


A  number  of  alumni  chapters  and 
constituent  societies  held  spring  events 
in  April  and  May  —  below  is  a  roundup 
of  several  of  the  activities.  For  more 
information  on  an  alumni  chapter  in  your 
geographic  area  or  a  constituent  society 
in  your  professional  or  personal  interest 
area,  please  contact  Ryan  Kelly,  manager 
of  constituent  relations,  at  601 .266.5357 
or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 


Jersey  Night  with 

the  Mississippi  Sea  Wolves 

The  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Alumni  Chapter 
hosted  Southern  Miss  Jersey  Night  with 
the  Mississippi  Sea  Wolves  hockey  team  on 
Friday,  April  4.  The  Sea  Wolves,  an  ECHL 
team  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  donned  Southern 
Miss  hockey  jerseys  that  were  available  for 
auction  after  the  game.  The  auction  raised 
more  than  $17,600  for  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro 
Chapter's  Scholarship  Endowment. 

South  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter's  Junior  Recognition  Night 

The  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter 
held  its  annual  Junior  Appreciation  Night  on 
Monday,  April  7,  in  the  Thad  Cochran  Center 
on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus.  Nearly  500 
students,  parents  and  alumni  gathered  to 
support  students  that  maintained  an  "honor 
status"  with  their  respective  high  school. 
Each  student  was  called  to  the  stage  to 
receive  a  certificate  from  the  University's  Vice 
President  for  Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul. 

New  Orleans  Founders'  Day  Dinner 

The  New  Orleans  Chapter  celebrated 
the  98th  birthday  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  with  a  Founders'  Day 
Dinner  on  Thursday,  April  10,  at  Chad's 
Bistro  in  Metairie.  The  guest  speaker  was 
Vice  President  for  Advancement  Dr.  David 
Wolf.  Dr.  Wolf  spoke  on  the  current  state  of 
Southern  Miss,  and  focused  on  the  impor- 
tance of  alumni  involvement  through  event 
attendance  and  financial  contributions. 

Right:  Proceeds  from  the  live  auction  at  the 
Southern  Miss  Jersey  Night  with  the  Sea  Wolves 
netted  more  than  $17,600  for  the  Gulf  Coast 
Metro  Chapter's  Scholarship  Fund. 


Mobile  Bay  Classic  Golf 
Tournament  and  Alumni  Dinner 

The  Mobile  Chapter  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  the  Eagle  Club  hosted  a 
golf  tournament  and  dinner  with  head 
football  coach  Larry  Fedora  on  Monday, 
April  21,  at  Timber  Creek  Golf  Club.  The 
tournament  had  more  than  80  partici- 
pants, and  the  dinner  was  an  opportunity 
for  fans  and  alumni  to  gather  and  hear 
coach  Fedora  speak  on  the  upcoming 
football  season. 

Southeast  Central 

Mississippi  Chapter  Spring  Dinner 

The  Southeast  Central  Mississippi 
Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
the  Eagle  Club  hosted  their  annual  spring 
dinner  on  Thursday,  April  24,  at  the 
Waynesboro  City  Library.  The  guest  speak- 
er for  this  year's  event  was  Todd  Bradford, 
football  defensive  coordinator.  The  dinner 
was  catered  by  The  Smokehouse,  and  door 
prizes  and  merchandise  were  made  avail- 
able from  Campus  Bookman. 


Meridian  Golf  Tournament 
and  Alumni  Dinner 

The  East  Central  Mississippi  Chapter 
of  the  Alumni  Association  and  the  Eagle 
Club  hosted  their  annual  Meridian  Golf 
Tournament  and  alumni  dinner  on 
Monday,  April  28,  at  Northwood  Country 
Club  with  special  guest  head  football 
coach  Larry  Fedora.   This  marked  the 
10th  anniversary  for  the  tournament  in 
Meridian,  and  the  attendance  for  the 
tournament  and  dinner  was  among  the 
best  on  record. 

Northshore  Alumni  Dinner 

The  Northshore  Chapter  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  the  Eagle  Club  held 
their  annual  spring  dinner  on  Thursday, 
May  1,  at  Friends  Coastal  Restaurant  in 
Madisonville,  La.  The  guest  speaker  was 
running  backs  coach  Frank  Wilson.  A 
raffle  was  held  with  prizes  including  au- 
tographed items  from  head  football  coach 
Larry  Fedora,  and  Southern  Miss  and  NFL 
legend  Ray  Guy. 
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Nursing  Constituent  Society  Luncheon 

The  Nursing  Constituent  Society  held 
its  first  official  alumni  meeting  with  a 
luncheon  on  Saturday,  May  3,  in  Elizabeth 
Harkms  Hall  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Society  president  Miriam  Cabana  gave 
an  overview  of  the  history  of  the  nursing 
program  at  Southern  Miss  and  spoke  on 
the  activities  of  the  society  to  date.  Alumni 
Association  manager  of  constituent  rela- 
tions Ryan  Kelly  spoke  on  the  purpose  ol 
the  constituent  society  and  the  importance 
of  membership.  The  alumni  and  board  of 
directors  gave  suggestions  on  future  initia- 
tives for  the  society,  and  the  meeting  ended 
with  a  lunch  from  Southern  Miss  Catering. 

Baton  Rouge  Spring  Alumni  Dinner 

The  Baton  Rouge  Alumni  Chapter 
hosted  their  spring  dinner  with  running 
backs  coach  Frank  Wilson  at  Drusilla 
Seafood  Restaurant  on  Thursday,  May 
22.  Proceeds  benefited  the  Baton  Rouge 
Alumni  Chapter  Scholarship  Fund. 

Laurel  Alumni  Dinner 

The  Laurel  Metro  Alumni  Chapter 
hosted  a  spring  dinner  with  head  football 
coach  Larry  Fedora  on  Thursday,  May 
22,  at  the  Jones  County  Junior  College 


Advanced  Technology  Center.  Proceeds 
benefited  scholarships  for  students  from 
the  Laurel  Metro  Chapter. 

Lucedale  Alumni  Dinner 

The  Alumni  Association  and  the  Eagle 
Club  welcomed  offensive  coordinator/ 
wide  receivers  coach  Darrell  Wyatl  on 
Thursday,  May  29,  at  Rocky  Creek  Catfish 
Restaurant  in  Lucedale. 

Upcoming  Events 

Jackson  All-Star  Party 

The  Jackson  All- Star  Party  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  July  17,  beginning  at  5  p.m.  at 
the  Mississippi  Trade  Mart.  Tickets  are  $15 
each  or  $25  per  couple.  Children  6-12  are 
$5,  while  there  is  no  charge  lor  children  5 
and  under.  For  more  information  or  for  tick- 
ets, contact  John  Graham  at  601.573.7905, 
Kevin  Prince  at  601.214.8881  or  John 
Duease  at  601.591.5903. 

Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash 

The  Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  July  24,  beginning  at  5  p.m. 
at  Hard  Rock  Live.  Tickets  are  $15  each 
or  $25  per  couple.  Children  6-12  are  $8, 
while  there  is  no  charge  for  children  5  and 


under.For  more  information  or  for  tickets, 
contact  Lisa  Palazzo  at  228.396.8800  or 
lpalazzo@palazzocpa.com,  or  Scott  Leslie 
at  228.875.3647  orscott.leslie@ngc.com. 

Golden  Eagle  FanFare 

On  Saturday,  August  2,  the  South 
Central  Mississippi  Chapter  will  host 
Golden  Eagle  FanFare.  The  event  will 
be  held  at  the  Payne  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Tickets  are  $15  per 
adult,  $10  for  children  6-12  (no  charge  for 
children  5  and  under).  For  tickets,  call  the 
Pat  Ferlise  Center  at  601.266.5418.  For 
more  information,  call  601.266.5013. 


Above:  Alumni  Association  Board  Member  Angie 
Cognevich  was  among  the  Southern  Mis; 
who  welcomed  Head  Football  Coach  Larr 
to  Laurel  in  May. 


Welcome,  New  Life  Members! 


Louis  A.  Albanese 

David  &  Lynette  Anderson 

Michael  I.  Arrington,  PhD 

Jeremy  Lang  Backstrom 

Amanda  Gay  Basehart 

Randall  &  Sue  Boone 

Richard  Eric  Boone 

Patricia  French  Brewer 

Donna  Ellis  Burris 

Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar 

Ashley  Elizabeth  Cangelosi 

Dewey  Emmett  Case 

Alice  Daughtry  Collier 

Kimberly  Murray  Cruise 

Mark  &  Pam  Cumbest 

Hal  Jefferson  Daniel,  III 

Luis  G.  Dopico 
Monica  Abney  Duhon 


Allyson  Easterwood 
Samuel  Charles  Edwards 

Robert  G.  Estes 

Marilyn  Dickson  Foxworth 

Sylvia  Johnson  Goldberg 

Benjamin  Douglas  Goss 

John  Stephen  Graham 

Brenda  Morris  Griner 

Thomas  Logan  Grubbs 

William  Wiley  Hall 

Maria  Digilio  Hardy 

Lucy  Hickman 

Kory  Richard  Hudson 

William  Mason  Hudson 

Mark  &  Shelby  Hunscheid 

Colby  &  Kathleen  Jubenville 

Joseph  &  Linda  Kuriger 

Audy  K.  Ladner 


Buford  Glynn  Langston 

Chadwick  William  Lee 

Hseuh-Ming  Lu 

Chad  Davis  Luter 

Diane  Pippin  McArthur 

William  F.  McClellan,  Jr. 

Matt  &  Gaylyn  Miller 

Thomas  Ray  Myrick 

Kenneth  Allen  Napier 

Randy  &  Susan  Norris 

Jeffrey  Stuart  Olafsen 

Shellie  Anderson  Parchman 

Charles  Ernest  Patrick 

Michael  Ray  Peterson,  PhD 

Christine  Lindsay  Pickering 

Edwin  &  Virginia  Pittman 

John  &  Jan  Polk 

M.  London  Rhodes 


James  E.  Sablich,  Jr. 
Charles  B.  Scarborough,  III 

David  M.  Sessums 

Stephen  Michael  Sheppard 

Lisa  S.  Sims 

Juanita  Sims-Doty 

Brett  &  Erin  Smith 

William  &  Linda  Spann 

William  &  Janice  Stephens 

Ben  David  Tuccio 

Kevin  L.  Urman 

Dwain  &  Debra  Vernon 

James  Joseph  Vickers 

Pete  Walley 

Jamey  &  Lisa  Watson 

Scott  Everett  White 

Peggy  McKee  Windham 

Richard  B.  Witty,  Jr. 
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Golden  Grads  Reunite 

Southern  Miss  alumni  from  the 
Classes  of  1958  and  earlier  gathered  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  for  a  reunion  in 
early  May.  The  reunion  festivities  began 
with  a  Friday  evening  welcome  reception 
and  dinner  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Hotel  and 
Suites.  The  following  day's  events  included 
breakfast  with  president  emeritus  Dr. 
Aubrey  Lucas,  campus  tours  and  the 
Golden  Grad  Luncheon  and  medallion 
presentation.  Golden  medallions  were 
awarded  to  alumni  celebrating  their  50th 
or  greater  graduation  anniversary,  signify- 
ing their  induction  into  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Golden  Circle. 


Above:  Pictured  are  many  of  the  Golden  Grads 
and  guests  who  gathered  for  the  reunion. 

Left:  Sam  Clinton  '54  is  inducted  into  the  Golden  Circle. 

Right:  University  President  Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders 
greets  William  Myers  '56,  who  traveled  from  San 
Diego,  Calif.,  to  attend  the  reunion. 

Below:  Clockwise  from  left,  reunion  attendees 
Frances  Myers  '55,  William  Myers  '56,  Barbara 
Mostert  '50,  Paul  Mostert,  Howard  Morris  '50  and 
Dorothy  Smith  '81  view  items  from  the  University 
Archives  along  with  members  of  Southern  Style. 

Bottom  Left:  Earl  Marshall  '58  and  Arno  Vincent 
'39  browse  the  list  of  attendees. 
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hile  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
community  is  already 
making  plans  for  the 


celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  institution  s  founding  on  March 
30,  1910,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  is  doing  its  part  by  attempt- 
ing to  raise  its  membership  to  more  than 
20,000  members. 

Already  on  par  with  similar  organiza- 
tions across  the  country  in  terms  of  active 
participation  percentage,  the  Alumni 
Association  is  embarking  on  a  strategic 
effort  to  increase  its  membership  roll  by 
nearly  25  percent  by  2010.  The  "20,000 
in  2010"  membership  campaign  will  not 
only  attempt  to  increase  the  number  of 
active  Alumni  Association  members,  but 
will  also  offer  alumni  the  opportunity  to 
reconnect  with  the  University  through 
Alumni  Association  publications  such 
as  the  64-page  quarterly  magazine,  The 
Talon.  Currently,  the  Association  boasts  a 
membership  roll  of  16,500,  with  members 
in  all  50  states  and  a  number  of  foreign 
countries.  At  18  percent  participation  in  the 
Association,  Southern  Miss  alumni  rank 
above  the  Council  of  Alumni  Association 
Executives'  national  average  of  16.29 
percent.  The  campaign  is  being  guided 
by  a  steering  committee  comprised  of 
Association  board  members  and  alumni 
working  in  the  marketing  and  public 
relations  helds  — Johnny  Atherton  of 
Gulfport,  Angie  Cognevich  of  Hattiesburg, 
Walt  Denton  of  Biloxi,  Arthur  S.  Lumzy  of 
Hattiesburg  and  Melissa  Medley  of  Jackson. 

"Membership  in  the  Alumni 
Association  is  the  most  cost-effective 
and  easiest  way  for  alumni  who  are  not 


currently  engaged  in  the  University  to 
become  involved,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta, 
the  Association's  associate  director  for 
external  affairs.  "Alumni  involvement  is  a 
key  indicator  to  the  health  of  a  university, 
and  is  considered  when  organizations  and 
publications  such  as  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report  provide  institutional  ratings." 

DeFatta  says  membership  in  the 
Association  helps  to  support  the 
University  in  a  number  of  ways,  includ- 
ing financial  support  of  arts  and  athletics 
programs,  scholarships  for  children  and 
grandchildren  of  alumni,  and  fostering 
relationships  with  government  officials. 

Membership  in  the  Alumni  Association 
is  $35  annually,  $75  for  three  years.  Life 
Memberships,  joint  memberships  and 
discounted  rates  for  seniors  and  young 
alumni  are  also  available. 

The  following  pages 
include  information 
about  many  of  the 
Associations  initia- 
tives and  programs. 
The  Association  hopes 
it  serves  both  as  a 
reminder  to  its  members 
that  their  investment  in 
the  organization  is  being 
used  effectively  and  as  a 
catalyst  for  members  to 
encourage  nonmembers 
to  become  a  part  of  this 
important 
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Treasuring  Our  Traditions 

The  Alumni  Association  recognizes 
the  rich  history  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  and  preserving 
the  institution's  most  important  tradi- 
tions is  an  important  function  of  the 
organization.  The  University's  tradi- 
tions are  now  protected  by  a  resolution 
signed  by  University  President  Dr. 
Martha  Saunders  and  Alumni 
Association  President  Lou 
Ann  Poynter,  which  establishes 
the  Association's  Traditions 
Committee  as  a  clearinghouse  for 
proposed  additions,  dele- 
tions or  alterations  to  the 
University's  recognized 
traditions.  Whether  it 
is  Eagle  Walk  or  the 
All-American  Rose 
Garden,  the  Alumni 
Association  works 
to  advance  these 
celebrations  of 
Southern  Miss  as 
they  were  origi- 
nally intended. 

The  organiza- 
tion's work  in 
regard  to  traditions 
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would  not  be  complete,  however, 
without  an  educational  component.  The 
Association  ensures  that  the  traditions  of 
the  University  are  regularly  practiced 
in  a  number  of  ways,  most  notably 
through  the  distribution  of  The  Drawl, 
a  64-page  publication  distributed  to 
incoming  freshmen  and  new  employees. 
The  Association  released  the  Centennial 
Edition  of  this  history  and  traditions 
manual  on  Founders'  Day  in  2008. 
The  publication  includes  sections 
titled  "School  Spirit,"  "Traditions," 
"Athletics"  and  "Prominent 
Alumni."  Readers  can  also  take  a 
trivia  quiz,  which  tests  their 
knowledge  of  Southern  Miss. 
You  can  view  a  copy  of 
The  Drawl  in  its  entirety 
as  well  as  the  Traditions 

«      Resolution  online  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


Fostering  Future  Alumni 

How  does  the  Association  ensure  that 
today's  active  students  become  tomor- 
row's active  alumni?  With  more  than  600 
members,  the  student  alumni  associa- 
tion, The  Legacy,  is  now  Southern  Miss' 
largest  dues-paying  student  organization. 
Members  of  The  Legacy  raise  awareness  of 
the  University's  history  and  traditions  by 
serving  as  role  models  to  the  student  body 
through  their  actions,  words,  participa- 
tion and  overall  spirit.  The  Legacy  hosts 
events  such  The  Legacy  of  Southern  Miss 
Series,  the  painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk, 
the  painting  of  The  Little  Rock,  and  the 
annual  T-shirt  trade  and  burning,  during 
which  students  are  encouraged  to  trade  a 
T-shirt  from  another  institution  for  a  new 
Southern  Miss  shirt.  The  shirts  from  other 
institutions  are  then  ceremonially  burned. 

The  Association  also  does  its  part 
to  help  recruit  potential  students  to 
Southern  Miss.  Notably,  the  children 


With  more  than  600  members,  the 

student  alumni  association,  The  Legacy, 

is  now  Southern  Miss's  largest 

dues-paying  student  organization. 


of  longtime  members  of  the  Association 
who  no  longer  live  in  Mississippi  may  be 
eligible  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver, 
equating  to  savings  of  thousands  of  dollars 
a  year.  In  addition,  the  Legacy  Scholars 
Program  awards  $1,000,  one-time  scholar- 
ships to  select  children  and  grandchildren 
of  alumni  while  a  number  of  alumni  chap- 
ters also  award  scholarships  on  an  annual 
basis  to  top  students  from  their  respective 
geographic  areas.  Furthermore,  alumni 
are  encouraged  to  recommend  a  student  to 
Southern  Miss  through  postcards  placed 
in  The  Talon  twice  a  year,  and  anytime  at 
SouthernMiss  Alumni  .com . 

The  Ogletree  House:  Your  Home 
on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus 

As  a  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  you  are  aware  that  perhaps 
the  most  important  initiative  of  the 
organization  since  2005  has  been  the 
restoration  and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree 
House.  When  complete  in  2009,  the 
Albert  &  Associates  Architects'  design, 
which  is  being  constructed  by  DC  General 
Contractors  of  Hattiesburg,  will  complete- 
ly restore  and  greatly  expand  the  size  of 
the  nearly  100-year-old  existing  structure 
from  6,500  square  feet  to  almost  12,800. 


Honoring  the  legacy 
of  one  man  while  serv- 
ing 100,000  others, 
the  Ogletree  House 
is  a  landmark  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 
When  you  return  to 
campus  for  an  event  or 
if  you  are  just  passing 
through,  the  Ogletree 
House,  named  for 
former  director  of  the 
Association,  Powell 

Ogletree,  will  once  again  be  an  inviting 
place  where  you  are  always  welcomed  with 
a  smile  and  a  cool  drink  oi  water  or  a  hot 
cup  oi  coffee. 

While  construction  on  the  facility  has 
already  begun,  there  is  still  a  limited  time 
to  ensure  that  you  are  part  oi  this  project. 
Brick  paver  orders  are  being  taken  until 
August  29.  The  pavers  will  be  placed  in 
the  Phalen  Courtyard  at  the  new  facilit) 

Chapters,  Constituent 
Societies,  Ambassadors 

Staff  support  for  alumni  chapters, 
constituent  societies  and  alumni  ambassa- 
dors are  an  important  wax  the  Association 
helps  to  organize  Southern  Miss  alumni 


across  the  country. 

Located  throughout 
the  Southeast,  alumni 
chapters  participate 
in  various  events  to 
support  the  University. 
Most  chapters  host 
social  events  for  alumni 
in  their  geographic 
area.  Events  include 
dinners  with  University 
guest  speakers,  events 
centered  around  athletic 
or  arts  events,  community  service  or 
recruiting  activities.  Alumni  chapters  al- 
low alumni  a  chance  to  meet  new  friends, 
reconnect  and  support  the  University, 
and  enjoy  a  social  connection  with  fellow 
Golden  Eagles, 

Constituent  societies  arc  a  more 
recent  initiative  of  the  Association.  These 
groups  arc  based  on  professional  (.former 
students  of  a  particular  profession)  or 
special  interest  (former  students  with  a 
common  interest  or  goal). 

Alumni  ambassadors  serve  as  a 
liaison  for  the  University  and  the  Alumni 
Vssoc  iation  with  individual  alumni,  friends, 
parents  and  students  in  select  geographic 
areas  not  covered  by  an  alumni  chapter. 
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When  Southern  Miss  students  take  to  the 

field,  courts,  courses  and  stages  the  Alumni 

Association  is  right  behind  them. 


For  information  on  alumni  chapters 
and  constituent  societies,  contact  Ryan 
Kelly,  manager  of  constituent  relations,  at 
601.266.5357  or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 

Publications 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  Association  is  to  ensure 
Southern  Miss  alumni  are  informed 
about  current  events  and  achievements 
of  their  alma  mater.  The  organization 
does  this  regularly  through  a  number  of 
communication  vehicles,  most  notably 
through  publication  of  The  Talon  and 
Southern  Miss  Connections,  and  electroni- 
cally through  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
and  the  monthly  electronic  newsletter, 
Alumni  Mail.  While  all  alumni  can  stay 
connected  to  Southern  Miss  through  the 
Alumni  Association,  it  is  Association 
members  who  receive  the  greatest 
benefits.  The  Talon  is  mailed  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  four  times  each 
year,  and  the  publication  has  recently 


been  expanded  to  64  pages,  further 
improving  the  award-winning  magazine. 
Also  available  solely  to  members  is  the 
online  directory  of  alumni,  available  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  alumni  are  eligible  to  receive 
the  Southern  Miss  Connections  newslet- 
ter, mailed  semi-annually;  Alumni  Mail, 
delivered  by  e-mail  monthly;  notifica- 
tions about  upcoming  events  in  their 
area;  and  more. 

Homecoming  Weekend 
EagleFest/Golden  Grad  Reunion 

While  anytime  is  the  perfect  time  lor 
Southern  Miss  alumni  to  return  to  campus 
for  a  visit,  on  Homecoming  weekend  each 
fall,  the  Alumni  Association  takes  the  lead 
in  rolling  out  the  welcome  mat.  Highlighted 
by  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet, 
the  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament,  the 
Awards  Brunch  and  Business  Meeting  (not 
to  mention  a  Golden  Eagle  football  win), 
the  weekend  is  full  of  activities.  Each  year, 


the  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet  welcomes  seven 
new  members,  the  Association  honors  some 
of  its  most  active  volunteers  at  the  awards 
brunch,  and  the  golf  tournament  helps 
to  raise  money  for  the  Legacy  Scholars 
Program,  which  provides  scholarships 
to  select  children  and  grandchildren  of 
Southern  Miss  alumni. 

Each  spring,  EagleFest  provides 
another  ideal  opportunity  for  alumni  to 
return  to  campus.  A  home  baseball  series 
and  the  spring  football  game  highlight 
EagleFest  activities  each  year. 

Also  each  spring,  the  Association 
welcomes  alumni  who  graduated  50  or 
more  years  previously  for  the  Golden 
Grad  Reunion,  an  event  featuring  campus 
tours,  a  visit  to  the  University  Archives 
and  more. 

Support  of  Arts 
and  Athletics 

When  Southern  Miss  students  take 
to  the  field,  courts,  courses  and  stages 
the  Alumni  Association  is  right  behind 
them.  This  support  comes  in  the  form 
of  financial  contributions  to  arts  and 
athletics  programs,  including  Partners 
for  the  Arts,  the  Symphony  Orchestra, 
the  Eagle  Club,  Dugout  Club,  Hardwood 
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Club,  Diamond  Club,  Wings  and  oth- 
ers. The  Association  assists  to  promote 
arts  and  athletic  events  through  its 
many  publications,  and  is  routinely  the 
student-athlete's  greatest  cheerleader 
—  the  first  to  arrive  at  the  stadium, 
readying  The  District  for  use  or  to  host 
an  Eagle  Landing. 

This  fall,  the  Association  will  host 
Eagle  Landings  prior  to  three  road  football 
games  —  at  Auburn  on  Sept.  6,  at  Memphis 
on  Oct.  25  and  at  UCF  on  Nov.  8.  Eagle 
Landings  generally  begin  2  V2  hours  prior 
to  kickoff,  and  more  information  will  be 
included  at  SouthernM1ssAlumn1.com  as 
they  become  available. 

Not  Convinced? 

Should  the  items  mentioned  not  per- 
suade the  non-member,  you  may  consider 
asking  him  or  her  to  consider  the  benefits 
of  membership  in  the  Association. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  sub- 
scription to  The  Talon  magazine, 
members  have  access  to  the  Alumni 
Association  database  as  a  locator  service 
to  reconnect  to  classmates  through 
SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Thousands  of 
alumni  have  found  each  other  through 
the  service  years  after  graduation. 


You  ma)'  also  want  to  inform  them 
that  as  a  longtime  or  Lite  Member  ol  the 
Association,  their  children  or  grandchil- 
dren may  be  eligible  for  an  out-of-state 
tuition  waiver,  saving  thousands  of  dollars 
on  then  college  educations?  As  mentioned 
earlier,  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program  and 
local  chapter  scholarships  are  additional 
options  that  are  available  to  select  children 
and  grandchildren  of  alumni. 

While  not  offering  the  thousands  of 
dollars  in  savings  ol  an  out-of-state  tu- 
ition waiver,  car  and  hotel  discounts  arc 
also  available  to  Association  members 
Furthermore,  the  Association's  Current 
Alumni  Retailers  Discounts  (C.A.R.D.) 
features  dozens  of  businesses  offering 
reduced  rates  on  goods  and  services  to 
paid  members. 

And  those  are  just  a  lew  of  the  benefits. 
Perhaps  most  importantly,  lor  a  minimal 
investment  Southern  Miss  alumni  can 
remain  connected  to  the  University,  which 

Through  the  Associa 

alumni  can  remain  conn 

which  as  the  Centenni 

"A  Treasured  Past,"  ai 


as  the  Centennial's  motto  states,  has  'A 
Treasured  Past,"  and  'A  Golden  Future." 

We  Need  You 

For  this  historic  campaign  to  be  suc- 
cessful, first  and  foremost  we  need  you  to 
ensure  that  your  membership  is  active  on 
March  30,  2010.  Second,  we  need  you  to 
convince  your  friends  and  family  to  become 
members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Finally  you  can  be  assured  that  the 
Association's  executive  committee,  board  of 
directors  and  stall  will  all  be  working  hard 
toward  this  goal  over  the  next  20  months. 
With  your  help,  we  will  succeed  in  taking 
Southern  Miss  to  the  Top' 

For  more  information  on  the  20.000  in 
2010  membership  campaign,  contact  Jerry 
DeFatta.  associate  director  for  external 
affairs,  at  601.266.5674  orjerry.defaua® 
usm.edu.  §£ 
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Dr.  Phil  Post 
Working  Well 
for  Alumna 
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Regular  viewers  of  the  Dr.  Phil 
Show  are  familiar  with  the 
television  personality's  many 
popular  catch  phrases,  including  "Hows 
that  workin'  for  ya?" 

While  Southern  Miss  alumna  Melissa 
Pace  Overholt  '96  cannot  speak  for  many 
of  Dr.  Phil's  guests,  the  producer  and 
writer  for  the  show  can  positively  answer 
for  herself,  "Quite  well,  thank  you." 

Overholt  heads  up  production  teams 
that  approve  video  content  for  the  show, 
oversee  research  on  guests  for  Dr.  Phil, 
write  script  for  the  show  and  edit  the 
show.  And  she  does  all  this  quite  well. 
Overholt  and  her  co-workers  were  nomi- 
nated for  a  2008  Daytime  Emmy. 

"I  feel  very  honored  and  proud  to  be 
nominated  for  an  Emmy,"  says  Overholt. 
"I  am  fortunate  to  be  part  of  such  an 
incredibly  talented  team." 

That  incredibly  talented  team  also 
includes  Dr.  Phil  McGraw. 

"It  is  a  pleasure  to  work  with  Dr.  Phil 
because  he  truly  wants  to  make  a  differ- 
ence in  the  lives  of  the  people  who  ap- 
pear on  the  show,"  says  Overholt.  "And, 
of  course,  1  love  the  Southern  accent  -  it 
reminds  me  of  home!" 

With  Dr.  Phil  as  the  driving  force 
of  the  show,  thousands  of  e-mails  from 
viewers  around  the  world  reach  Overholt 
and  her  fellow  producers.  She  has 
produced  a  wide  range  of  shows  dealing 
with  issues  like  addictions,  hoarding, 
extreme  child  behaviors,  child  abandon- 
ment and  incest. 

"In  every  situation,  there  are  unique 
individuals  with  backgrounds  and 
personalities  that  are  most  interesting," 


says  Overholt.  "My  favorite  part  of  the 
job  is  tackling  issues  people  deal  with  in 
their  lives  and  seeing  them  get  the  help 
they  need." 

While  her  days  are  filled  managing 
production  teams,  inventing  show  ideas 
and  overseeing  research,  it  was  not  long 
ago  that  Overholt  had  intentions  of 
pursuing  a  career  outside  of  the  enter- 
tainment industry.  She  enrolled  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  with 
intentions  of  pursuing  an  accounting 
degree.  Armed  with  a  lifelong  passion  of 
film  making  and  the  inspiration  from  an 
industry  alumnus,  Overholt  switched  her 
major  to  broadcast  journalism. 

"1  had  always  had  a  fascination  with 
television,  but  I  never  thought  of  it  as  a 
future  vocation,"  said  Overholt.  "(Southern 
Miss  alumna)  Natalie  Allen  came  to  speak 
about  her  job  with  CNN  and  that's  when  it 
clicked.  I  changed  my  major  the  next  day 
and  have  had  no  regrets." 

After  graduating  in  1996,  Overholt 
began  her  television  career  as  the  morn- 
ing anchor  for  WTOK  in  Meridian.  The 
following  year,  she  joined  WLBT  in 
Jackson  as  morning  anchor,  where  she 
remained  for  almost  two  years.  Her  next 
move  was  to  WVTM  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  where  she  went  to  work  as  morning 
anchor  for  the  next  three  years  before 
moving  to  kos  Angeles.  Once  in  L.A., 
she  worked  as  a  producer  for  Pie  Town 
Productions,  working  on  various  shows 
for  HGTV,  WE  tv  and  kifetime  Television 
before  joining  the  Dr.  Phil  Show.   Prior 
to  working  as  a  producer/writer,  she 
worked  as  one  of  the  show's  segment  di- 
rectors responsible  for  field  production. 


Overholt  credits  her  Southern  Miss 
experience  with  preparing  her  for  the 
fast-paced  entertainment  industry. 

"They  really  prepared  me  to  be  able 
to  handle  it  all.  My  professors  made  sure 
I  learned  every  aspect  of  television  pro- 
duction," says  Overholt.  "I  will  support 
Southern  Miss  for  the  rest  of  my  life;  it's 
where  I  found  direction  for  my  life." 

Though  she  has  experienced  suc- 
cess, it  has  not  come  without  hard  work. 
Citing  long  hours  as  her  least  favorite 
job  requirement,  she  advises  any  student 
interested  in  production  to  expect  to  start 
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at  the  bottom  and  work  their  way  up. 

"With  each  job,  you  gain  knowledge 
and  experience  that  will  help  you  in 
your  next  position,"  says  Overholt.  "If 
you  work  hard  and  have  a  good  attitude, 
you'll  be  amazed  how  quickly  bigger  and 
better  doors  start  to  open!" 

Overholt  is  a  member  of  the  Writer's 
Guild  and  Director's  Guild  of  America  as 
well  as  the  Academy  of  Television  Arts 
and  Science.  She  and  her  husband  reside 
in  Manhattan  Beach,  Calif.,  and  are 
expecting  their  first  child  in  the  fall.  BS 


I  will  support  Southern  Miss 
for  the  rest  of  my  life:  it's  where 
I  found  direction  for  my  life. 

-Melissa  Pace  Overholt   % 
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{ Creative.  Bold.  Determined.} 


On  March  28,  Dr.  Martha  D.  Saunders  was 

INAUGURATED  AS  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI.  DR.  SAUNDERS,  A 
SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNA,  IS  THE  NINTH  PERSON 
AND  FIRST  FEMALE  TO  HOLD  THE  OFFICE.  THE 
FOLLOWING  IS  THE  TEXT  FROM  HER 
INAUGURATION  CEREMONY  ADDRESS, 
DELIVERED  TO  THE  HUNDREDS  OF 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  MISS 
COMMUNITY  WHO  HAD  GATHERED  A 
AT  BENNETT  AUDITORIUM.  J 
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This  is  a  special  day  for  me 
and  my  family.  I  am  grateful 
to  everyone  here  for  all  the 
attention,  and  for  your  partici- 
pation in  these  festivities. 

The  inauguration  of  a  new  president 
is  really  a  celebration  of  the  university  she 
serves.  I  am  honored  today  to  serve  my 
alma  mater,  Southern  Miss,  one  of  the  finest 
institutions  of  higher  learning  in  the  world. 
My  sincerest  thanks  go: 

•  to  Governor  Barbour,  for  taking  the 
time  to  celebrate  with  us  today. 

•  to  all  on  the  platform  who  have 
brought  greetings. 

•  to  all  the  elected  officials  and 
members  of  the  IHL  Board  who  are 
m  attendance. 

•  to  President  Frank  Brown  from 
Columbus  State  who  tried  his  best  to 
make  me  a  good  vice  president,  and 
still  managed  to  resist  using  words 
like  "hardheaded"  and  "willful"  in 
his  remarks. 

•  to  the  members  of  my  inauguration 
committee  who  volunteered  so  much 
of  their  time  to  make  this  a  special 
day  for  me.  Inaugurations  are  a  lot  of 
work,  but  they  made  it  look  like  play 
as  they  organized,  re-organized  and 
amended  problem  areas.  I  owe  a  special 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  co-chairs  of 
the  committee,  Dr.  Stan  Hauer  and 

Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  two  of  the  bossiest 
men  I've  ever  known,  who  didn't  seem 
to  agree  on  anything,  but  managed  to 
make  this  a  first  class  event.  And  to 
Mary  Dayne  Gregg  who  successfully 
refereed  most  of  their  disagreements.  If 
you  want  something  done  right,  these 
are  the  folks  you  want  on  your  team. 

•  to  my  friends  who  are  here  today.  From 
the  Florida  coast  to  the  lower  edge  of 
the  Arctic  Circle,  you  have  always  been 
there  tor  me. .  .applauding  madly. 

•  to  the  fair  number  of  my  kinfolk  here 
today,  at  least  the  ones  we  let  out  in 
public.  You've  given  me  a  lot  of  good 
stories  to  tell  over  the  years. 

•  to  my  mother  and  sister.  I  would  give 
anything  if  Daddy  could  be  with  us.  He 
would  probably  be  restless  by  this  point 
in  the  program  and  asking  when  it  was 
going  to  be  over,  but  he  would  have 
loved  all  this. 

•  to  my  children.  Thank  you  for  grow- 
ing up  to  be  good  people.  There  were 


days  when  1  had  my  doubts  about 
you,  but  you  rose  beyond  my  expecta- 
tions   I  bless  every  minute  we  have 
had  together. 
•    to  my  husband,  Joe,  who  took  me  on 
with  my  houseful  of  boys  even  as  1  was 
in  the  midst  of  my  dissertation,  and 
who  has  been  called  "St.  Joe"  a  few 
more  times  than  I  would  wish.  Lord 
Chesterton  wrote:  "There  are  no  words 


"i  am  honored 
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my  alma  mater, 
Southern  Miss, 
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of  inspiration  from  the  most  unlikely  of 
sources  -  ESPN  news. 

You  see,  over  the  December  holiday 
break,  a  newsman  from  that  illustrious 
sports  network,  apparently  was  attempting 
to  fill  dead  air  by  prattling  on  and  on  about 
changes  he  either  did  not  like  or  did  not 
understand  among  many  of  the  university 
athletic  programs  in  the  country,  includ- 
ing ours.  I  usually  stop  listening  when 
people  talk  a  lot  about  things  of  which 
they  know  only  little,  but  I  snapped  to 
attention  when  he  posed  the  following 
question  because  he  had  just  given  me 
the  title  I  had  been  looking  for.  He  said: 
Just  who  does  Southern  Miss  think 
it  IS?"  A  provocative  question  to  be 
sure,  but  as  we  move  to  the  close  of  our 
first  100  years  of  service  to  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  I'm  thinking  now  might 
be  a  really  fine  time  to  answer  that 
question:  Just  Who  Does  Southern  Miss 
Think  It  Is? 


to  express  the  abyss  between  isolation 
and  having  one  ally.  It  may  be  con- 
ceded to  the  mathematician  that  four  is 
twice  two.  But  two  is  not  twice  one;  two 
is  two  thousand  times  one."  Joe,  you 
have  been  my  one  ally,  my  partner  in 
adventure  and  my  friend.  I  thank  you. 

Titling  This  Speech 

1  usually  work  better  when  preparing 
remarks  if  I  set  the  title  first.  But  as 
1  tried  to  find  something  ap- 
propriate for  today's  talk,  I  had 
trouble  getting  started 

1  thought  about  calling 
my  speech,  "You  Really 
Can  Go  Home  Again," 
or  "I  Hope  This  Is  The 
Last  Time  I'm  the  First 
Woman  Anything," 
but  nothing  seemed 
to  work. 

To  be  honest, 
I  really  strugglec 
with  this  and 
had  about 
decided  to  let 
my  remarks  go 
untitled  until  1 
had  a  moment 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
is  a  comprehensive  research  extensive 
university.  A  national  university,  our 
primary  mission  is  to  cultivate  intellectual 
development  and  creativity  through  the 
generation,  dissemination,  application, 
and  preservation  of  knowledge. 

We  began  in  1910  as  Mississippi 
Normal  College  to  meet  a  great  need  -  to 
provide  better  training  for  the  teachers  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  state.  I  note  that 
we  came  into  being  after  one  of  the  most 
contentious  legislative  fights  in  state  his- 
tory. The  driving  force  for  the  establish- 


In  its  98th  year,  Southern  Miss  is  a  place 
characterized  by  five  distinct  forces  of  in- 
novation bridging  us  from  where  we  have 
been  to  where  we  will  go. 

•  A  spirit  of  humanity  characterized  by 
kindness,  compassion,  respect  and 
support  for  others.  At  Southern  Miss, 
people  look  people  in  the  eye.  They 
greet  friends  and  strangers  alike.  People 
are  real  here. .  .and  gracious. 

•  A  powerful  sense  of  self-efficacy 
stemming  from  a  belief  in  our  ability 
to  produce  results.  Our  slogan,  freeing 
the  power  of  the  individual,  emerged 


Dr.  Saunders  processes  into  the  inauguration  ceremonies  in  Hattiesburg  behind  the  University's  senior  faculty 
member  Dr.  Bill  Scarborough,  who  served  as  grand  marshal. 


ment  of  the  college  was  the  State  Teachers 
Association,  a  formidable  group  intent 
on  having  the  students  in  their  schools 
taught  by  fully  qualified  teachers.  As  the 
elected  officials  here  today  can  tell  you, 
one  must  never  underestimate  the  power 
of  an  organized  group  of  teachers.  They 
are  hard  to  resist. 

We  grew  in  our  service  to  educa- 
tion from  the  Mississippi  Normal 
College,  to  the  State  Teachers  College, 
to  Mississippi  Southern  College,  to  our 
current  designation  as  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi. 

So  who  does  Southern  Miss  think  it  is? 


from  our  belief  in  the  potential  in  ALL 
people  to  do  more  with  their  lives. 
A  balance  between  the  collective  good 
and  the  good  of  the  individual  as  seen 
in  our  connections  with  the  community 
and  emphasis  on  giving  back  by  shar- 
ing our  gifts. 

A  traditional  culture  with  long- 
established  customs  and  beliefs.  We 
recognize  the  power  of  a  positive 
environment  and  the  beauty  &  power 
of  being  at  home  in  The  South. 
A  diverse  culture.  We  enjoy  a  rich 
racial,  ethnic,  socio-economic  and 
disciplinary  diversity.  As  a  dual- 


campus  university  with  six  teaching 
and  research  sites,  we  also  embrace  a 
unique  geographic  diversity. 
These  forces  of  innovation  have  been 
with  us  since  the  very  beginning.  Our  first 
president,  Joe  Cook,  not  only  built  a  col- 
lege, he  made  us  a  family.  Students  called 
him  "Daddy  Joe"  and  to  many  of  the  faculty 
and  students  he  was  a  real  second  father. 

In  her  book,  "Southern:  As  I  Saw 
It,"  one  of  the  original  faculty  members. 
Alma  Hickman,  reported:  "President 
Cook  never  gave  a  written  contract,  but 
for  sixteen  years  he  gave  the  faculty  an 


Southern  Miss 
is  a  place  that 
has  always  and 
will  continue  to 

meet,  head  on, 

the  intellectual 

and  human  issues 

of  the  day." 


almost  perfect  security.  Only  two  persons 
left  the  college  because  he  did  not  recom- 
mend them  for  re-election.  He  was  hon- 
est, fair  dealing,  fearless  and  a  treasured 
friend  to  all  who  worked  with  him." 

Through  the  years,  our  connection 
with  community  has  sustained  us  through 
many  hard  times.  When  in  1931,  due  to 
the  Great  Depression,  the  state  was  unable 
to  pay  faculty  salaries,  Hattiesburg  banks 
arranged  signature  loans  for  hard-pressed 
faculty  members,  and  grocery  stores 
extended  credit.  I  note  that  same  spirit  of 
compassion  held  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane 
Katrina.  While  universities  in  neighboring 
areas  also  hit  by  the  storm  laid  off  scores 
of  faculty  and  staff  because  of  financial 
crunch,  no  jobs  were  lost  at  Southern 
Miss.  True  to  our  core  values,  we  sheltered 
and  protected  our  people. 

At  Southern  Miss,  we  have  always 
believed  in  ourselves  and  the  promise  of 
the  future.  During  the  darkest  days  of 
World  War  II,  as  enrollment  plummeted  to 
around  300  because  students  and  faculty 
members  had  joined  the  military,  then- 
President  George  looked  to  the  future  and 
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established  a  trust  fund  to  provide  schol- 
arships for  returning  veterans.  He  believed 
they  would  come  home  and  he  believed 
they  would  be  ready  to  get  back  to  work. 

So  Just  Who  Does  Southern  Miss  Think 
It  IS?  Southern  Miss  is  a  place  that  has 
always  and  will  continue  to  meet,  head  on, 
the  intellectual  and  human  issues  of  the  day. 

And  what  does  Southern  Miss 

think  it  WILL  be  in  10,  20,  or  30  years? 

Our  strategic  planning  initiatives  for 
the  next  planning  cycle  embrace  four  areas 
of  emphasis: 

•  image  development 

•  connection  with  the  community 

•  top  flight  educational  experiences,  and 

•  a  culture  of  healthy  minds,  healthy 
bodies  and  healthy  campuses. 

Our  emphasis  on  image  development 
stems  from  an  awareness  that  people 
outside  of  Mississippi  might  not  know  just 
how  good  we  are.  As  most  public  relations 
experts  will  tell  you,  being  good  is  only 
good  if  other  people  know  it.  As  a  result, 
we  will  be  reaching  for  the  national  story, 
encouraging  student  and  faculty  represen- 
tation on  national  boards,  maintaining  our 
exceptional  scores  on  professional  exams, 
and  establishing  ourselves  as  thought  lead- 
ers for  business  and  industry. 

Our  connections  with  the  bigger 
world  will  be  reflected  in  the  numbers  of 
experiential  offerings  for  our  students;  our 
partnerships  and  collaborations  with  local, 
state  and  federal  agencies  and  the  number 
of  endowments.  We  will  continue  to 
inspire  business  start  ups  and  job  creation. 
Our  graduates  will  stay  in  the  state  and 
work  to  improve  our  communities. 

We  will  maintain  an  unrelenting 
commitment  to  top-flight  educational 
experiences  and  we  will  do  this,  in  part, 
by  reducing,  then  eliminating,  barriers  to 
student  success.  Getting  admitted,  getting 
registered,  getting  financial  aid  and  getting 
parking  should  be  easy.  The  biggest  chal- 
lenge our  students  should  ever  feel  should 
be  in  the  classroom.  Their  academic  expe- 
riences should  bring  out  the  best  in  them. 
We  will  attract  and  retain  top  faculty  and 
staff  by  paying  them  competitive  wages 
and  investing  in  their  professional  develop- 
ment. We  will  put  technology  to  its  highest 
use,  thus  providing  access  to  those  unable 
to  enjoy  the  traditional  college  experi- 
ence. We  will  connect  our  campuses  and 


research  centers  toward  more  meaningful 
dialogue  and  increased  productivity. 

As  we  promote  a  culture  of  healthy 
minds,  healthy  bodies  and  healthy 
campuses,  we  will  embrace  the  tenets 
of  sustainability.  Southern  Miss  is  going 
green.  We  will  think  ecologically  with 
a  commitment  to  actions  that  reduce, 
reuse  and  recycle.  Our  buildings  will 
be  designed  with  the  environment  in 
mind.  Our  physical  plant  will  re-think 
operations  to  minimize  our  environmental 
footprint.  Good  for  the  environment,  yes, 
but  these  actions  will  mean  bottom  line 
savings.  More  students  and  employees  will 
participate  in  campus  supported  fitness 
activities.  Collaborations  with  community 
agencies  will  enhance  health  services  and 
our  programs  will  teach  the  mechanics  of 
green  practice. 

Summing  It  Up 

So  Just  Who  Does  Southern  Miss 
Think  It  IS?  I  can  sum  it  up  in  three 
words:  Creative.  Bold.  Determined. 

In  closing,  as  I  am  surrounded  by  such 
a  distinguished  array  of  educators,  I  want 
to  emphasize  that  the  real  question  before 
us  is  not  "Who  does  Southern  Miss  think 
it  is?"  but  "Who  do  we  in  higher  education 
think  we  are  and  what  are  we  going  to 


do  in  the  face  of  the  complex  problems  of 
today?"  I  believe  that  the  forces  of  innova- 
tion that  make  Southern  Miss,  Southern 
Miss,  are  much  the  same  as  those  that 
make  Mississippi,  Mississippi,  and  the  Gulf 
South,  the  Gulf  South.  There  is  a  spirit 
of  humanity  here,  as  evidenced  in  our 
resourceful  response  to  Hurricane  Katrina. 
There  is  a  belief  that  we  can  do  anything  we 
set  our  minds  to. .  .with  or  without  permis- 
sion. We  understand  better  than  most  that 
if  we  are  going  to  make  things  happen  for 
ourselves,  we  are  going  to  have  to  link  arms 
as  a  team  and  pull  together.  The  pressure 
is  on  this  country  to  produce  more  quality 
college  graduates  who  inspire  the  entrepre- 
neurial spirit  that  makes  America,  America. 

Our  differences  open  our  options  for 
innovative  solutions,  while  our  traditions 
keep  us  grounded  in  common  purpose. 
We  can  bring  out  the  best  in  our  students, 
our  communities  and  ourselves,  but  we 
are  going  to  have  to  hurry. 

An  old  Irish  saying  tells  us  why:  "If 
you  do  not  use  your  power,  it  will  leave 
you  for  someone  who  will." 

An  old  Mississippi  saying  tells  us  how: 
"Keep  your  hand  on  the  plow  and  press  on." 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  attention. 

May  God  bless  Southern  Miss  for  all  it  has 
been  and  for  all  we  will  make  it  -  together.  §B 


Dr.  Martha  Saunders'  address  was  attended  by  a  host  of  dignitaries,  including  Go\    Ha  e)  Ba  boi     L>. 
Gov.  Phil  Bryant  '77,  Mississippi  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  Commiss : 
Tom  Meredith,  Columbus  State  (Ga.)  University  President  Frank  Brown  '63.  and  board  presides  Dr.  L  Staq 
Davidson  Jr.,  who  administered  the  investiture  of  office  to  Saunders. 
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Jason  Wold,  a  1999  graduate  of  the 
University's  construction  engineering  technol- 
ogy program,  is  working  as  project  manager 
of  the  Margaritaville  Casino  and  Resort. 


Margaritaville,  the  popular  song  by  a 
famous  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  initially 
a  lyrical  paradise,  will  now  also  be  one  of 
the  largest  developments  in  downtown 
Biloxi  as  work  moves  forward  on  the  new 
Margaritaville  Casino  and  Resort. 

A  project  of  this  magnitude  requires  some- 
one with  the  knowledge  and  ability  to  handle 
the  task.  And  Jason  Wold,  a  1999  graduate  of 
the  University's  construction  engineering  tech- 
nology program,  has  plenty  of  responsibility  on 
his  shoulders  as  project  executive  for  the  highly 
anticipated  development.  The  resort,  being 
developed  by  Harrah's  and  world-renowned 
singer,  songwriter  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus 
Jimmy  Buffett  '69,  will  be  located  on  the  former 
site  of  Grand  Casino  and  Casino  Magic  on  the 
south  side  of  Highway  90. 

Although  Wold  went  to  work  for  Yates 
Construction  right  after  graduation,  he  moved 
up  from  assistant  project  manager  to  project 
manager  in  only  eight  years.  From 
the  ground-breaking  to  the  first 
day  the  resort  is  open  to  the 
public,  Wold  will  make  sure  the 

casino  and  resort  live  up  to  the  i    i    rnrm  M  ,  ,  imj 

owners'  expectations,  all  while 
reasonably  maintaining  its  budget. 

"In  the  last  few  years,  I  have  had  a  couple  major  projects  that  have  given 
me  the  opportunity  to  step  up  and  show  the  company  what  I  can  do,"  said  Wold 
whose  responsibilities  include  status  reports  to  the  owner  and  keeping  production  going 
according  to  schedule. 
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Expected  to  open  in  March  2010,  the 
$445  million  construction  project  will 
likely  be  one  of  the  hottest  spots  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Margaritaville, 
when  completed,  will  consist  of  two  hotel 
towers,  a  100,000  square-foot  casino, 
restaurants,  shopping  and  open  walkways 
along  the  storefronts. 

Wold  said  his  construction  engineer- 
ing technology  degree  from  Southern 
Miss  has  helped  him  tremendously  in  his 
career.  "As  soon  as  you  step  into  the  field, 
it  all  starts  coming  back,"  he  said.  "You 
remember  the  terminology  that  was  used 
and  the  specific  analogies  or  examples 
that  were  used  in  the  classroom." 

One  of  the  professors  that  Wold,  and 
many  others,  have  come  to  rely  on  to 
teach  them  the  finer  points  of  construction 
engineering  is  David  Marchman,  associ- 
ate professor  and  associate  director  in  the 


School  of  Construction. 
Marchman,  who  teaches 
courses  at  both  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  and 
the  Gulf  Park  campus  in 
Long  Beach,  is  fascinated 
by  what  Margaritaville 
will  become. 

Marchman  said  the 
most  important  skill 
any  of  his  students 
need  when  completing 
the  construction  en- 
gineering technology 
program  is  the  ability 
to  communicate  effectively. 

"Good  communication  allows  construc- 
tion professionals  to  easily  manage  the  proj- 
ect with  their  colleagues,  architects  and, 
most  importantly,  the  owners,"  Marchman 
said,  and  he  believes  Wold  effortlessly 


Alumnus  Jason 
construction  of 
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Wold  oversees 

the  casino  this  spring. 

exhibits  this  talent,  which  has  contributed 
to  his  early  success. 

Another  School  of  Construction  alum- 
nus working  on  the  Margaritaville  Casino 
and  Resort  project  is  Nicholas  Mcllwain, 
who  graduated  in  2001.  He  is  serving  as 
senior  estimator,  coordinating  with  each 
group  working  on  the  project  to  make  sure 
they  stay  within  budget. 

"The  program  at  Southern  Miss 
prepares  you  well  above  any  program 
that  I've  seen,"  said  Mcllwain.  "Working 
on  this  project  is  very  exciting  and  very 
challenging,  but  a  lot  of  fun." 

Wold  is  not  sure  what  the  future  may 
hold  for  him  after  Margaritaville  is  com- 
plete, but  one  thing  he  knows  is  he  loves 
what  he  is  doing  and  wants  to  continue  do- 
ing it.  "As  long  as  I  am  enjoying  the  projects 
that  I  am  building  here,  I  have  all  inten- 
tions of  staying  in  construction," 
he  said.  £ 
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When  you  pack  your  bags  for  a  sunny  vacation,  be  sure  to  coordinate  your  wardrobe  with  black  and  gold  attire 
and  bring  along  a  camera.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space 
allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


Left:  Tina  Hoda  '71  and  Julie  Sutton  '73  proudly 
wear  their  black  and  gold  while  vacationing  in 
Prague,  Czech  Republic. 


u  f 


Below:  The  South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  has  awarded  nine  $500  scholarships  to  incoming 
freshmen  from  the  chapter's  geographic  area.  Pictured  are:  back  row,  from  left,  Harlan  Mapp  (Forrest  County 
AHS]  and  Joseph  Miller  (Sumrall  High  School);  front  row,  from  left,  Faith  Parish  (Oak  Grove  High  School),  Jade 
Fitzgerald  (Petal  High  School),  Maci  Rodrigue  (Petal)  and  Haley  Wommack  (Oak  Grove).   Not  pictured  are 
Ashley  Barnes  (Hattiesburg  High  School),  Alexandria  Moore  (Hattiesburg)  and  Whitney  McNelis  (Oak  Grove). 


Below:  The  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Alumni  Chapter 
hosted  Southern  Miss  Jersey  Night  with  the 
Mississippi  Sea  Wolves  hockey  team  in  early 
April,  and  a  silent  auction  generated  more  than 
$17600  for  the  chapter's  scholarship  endowment. 
Pictured  are  Robbie  and  Kerri  Gill  '99  with  Sea 
Wolves  goaltender  Ryan  Munce's  jersey.   The 
Gill's  placed  the  winning  bid  on  Munce's  jersey. 


"For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Above:  James  Eckert  '71,  president,  chief  executive 
officer  and  director  of  OMNI  Energy  Services 
Corporation,  presided  over  the  NASDAQ  closing 
bell  on  April  9.  OMNI  is  an  integrated  oilfield 
service  company  based  in  Carencro,  La. 


Above:  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  gathered  for  Mississippi  Day  in  the  Park  at  New  York  City's 
Central  Park  in  early  June.   One  night  prior  to  Mississippi  Day,  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bruce  Aust,  execu- 
tive vice  president,  Corporate  Client  Group  for  The  NASDAQ  OMX  Group  Inc.,  hosted  a  special  evenl  31 
the  NASDAQ  building  in  downtown  Manhattan. 


Below:  New  alumnus  and  Army  ROTC  cadet  Wesley  Ward  '08,  of  Petal,  is  commissioned  as  a  Second 

Lieutenant  in  the  U.S.  Army,  during  a  ceremony  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Ward's  bars  are  pinnec  on  c. 
his  wife,  Regina  Ward,  and  Lt.  Col.  Charles  Mitchell,  chair  of  Military  Science  Department. 
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CLASS  NOTES) 


Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow 
Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to 
The  Talon,  please  send  your  information 
to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association, 
118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or 
post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included  in 
the  Summer  2008  edition  is  July  21.  All  cit- 
ies are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1950's 


Norma  Shedd  Cutrer  '51  has  retired 
from  the  piano  faculty  at  Louisiana  State 
University  and  now  accompanies  local 
churches,  is  a  certified  lay  speaker  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  is  active  in 
prison  ministry. 

Mary  Louise  (Sumrall)  Jenkins  '57  and 
James  "Red"  Sumrall  '58  were  married 
May  3,  2008. 

Robert  Blackman  '58  was  remarried  on 
Dec.  22,  2007,  and  has  relocated  to  Tennessee. 


Thomas  D.  Cox  '59  has  had  a 

school  named  in  his  honor,  Tom  Cox 
Intermediate,  by  the  Conroe  Independent 
School  District  of  Spring,  Texas,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  longtime  community  service. 


1960's 


Lamar  Reynolds  '66  has  been  elected 
Commandant  of  the  Commiskey-Wheat 
Detachment  of  the  Marine  Corps  League 
in  Hattiesburg. 

Beverly  E.  Berry  '68  retired  three  years 
ago  from  Bay  District  Schools  and  is  now  a 
Hospice  volunteer. 

Sherrie  Mitchell  Richmond  '69  and 

Lee  F.  Richmond  welcomed  their  first 
grandchild,  Ethan  Fredric  Reese,  on 
March  19,  2008. 

Bob  Schwandt  '69  retired  from  State 
Farm  Insurance  Company  on  May  1,  2008. 

Rayford  B.  Vaughn  '69,  Warrene 
Ferry  '71,  '73,  David  Hatten  Jussely 
'71,  '97,  Phillip  L.  Kelly  '71,  Raymond 


Harrison  Tanner  '71,  Susan  Brister 
Bedwell  '79  and  Mary  Ann  Myers 
Henriques  '90,  '02  were  featured  as 
outstanding  faculty  honorees  in  the  21st 
Annual  Higher  Education  Appreciation 
Day  -  Working  for  Academic  Excellence. 

1970's 

Cheryl  S.  Cranford  '73  has  been  selected 
for  entry  into  the  RE/MAX  Chairman's  Club 
and  has  been  placed  into  the  RE/MAX  Hall 
of  Fame.  In  2007,  Cheryl  was  recognized 
as  the  No.  1  RE/MAX  Real  Estate  Agent  in 
Mississippi  for  the  ninth  straight  year.  She  has 
also  been  recognized  as  ranking  No.  76  in  the 
top  100  RE/MAX  agents  in  the  United  States. 

Donald  King  '73  earned  a  masters 
degree  from  California  State  University  at 
Fullerton  in  2007. 

Carol  Ann  Crapps  Drane  '74  was 

chosen  for  the  WLBT  "Sunshine  Teacher's 
Award,"  for  January  2008. 

Richard  G.  Cowart  '75  received  the 
National  Association  of  State  Boards  of 
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Accountancy  Center  for  Public  Trust  "Being  a  Difference  Award,"  for  his 
ethical  leadership  in  corporate,  educational  and  civic  involvements. 

Lavon  Smith  '75  is  currently  a  United  Methodist  Church  Minister 
serving  Providence  and  Sand  Hill  United  Methodist  churches. 

Joe  Kirkland  '76  has  been  named  vice  president  of  Institutional 
Advancement  at  Montreat  College  in  Montreat,  N.C. 

Steve  Rey  '76,  '/  7  is  the  director  of  Intramural-Recreational 
Sports  at  Western  Kentucky  University.  His  wife,  Von,  is  an 
adjunct  faculty  member  at  Western  Kentucky  University. 

Gary  Carmichael  '77,  '89  and  the  Hattiesburg  PrideStaff  of- 
fice have  been  honored  with  the  George  A.  Rogers  Award  and  the 
PrideStaff  President's  Circle  Award  from  the  PrideStaff  headquarters  in 
Fresno,  Calif. 

Marcia  M.  Rachel  '78  is  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
for  the  Commission  on  Graduates  of  Foreign  Nursing  Schools,  an 
authority  on  credentials,  evaluation  and  verification  pertaining  to 
the  education,  registration  and  licensure  of  healthcare  profession- 
als worldwide,  located  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


1980's 


Lesa  Walker  Gibson  '81,  '91  has  earned  National  Board 
Teaching  Certification  and  is  employed  as  an  English  teacher  at 
Hoover  High  in  Hoover,  Ala. 

Tammy  Egloff  Bedi  '84  is  a  staff  RN  at  the  infirmary  at  Central 
Mississippi  Correctional  Facility.  She  and  her  husband  Kanwar 
have  been  married  16  years  and  have  four  children:  Richard, 
Joshua,  Grade  and  Damini. 

Margaret  Fishel  McLemore  '84  completed  a  two  year  term  as 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Mary  Esther,  Fla.,  on  March  31,  2008. 

Thomas  W.  Pisarich  '84  has  retired  from  the  U.S.  Army  and  was 
awarded  the  Legion  of  Merit  at  a  ceremony  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Nell  Barlow  Ross  '84  and  T.  Erskine  Ross  recently  moved  back 
to  Hattiesburg  after  14  years  living  in  Montana. 


Jon  Everill  '86,  center,  has  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  colonel.  He  is  assigned  with  the  4lh 
Marine  Aircraft  Headquarters,  Marine  Forces 
Reserve,  New  Orleans,  La.,  as  a  staff  officer 
with  the  G-5  (Future  Plans  and  Operations). 


Dan  Romano  '87  graduated  June  22,  2007,  from  Norwich 
University  in  North  Field,  Vt.,  with  an  MBA. 

Andre  E.  Nettles  '88  will  retire  from  the  United  States 

Army  in  October. 
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Sylvia  J.  Goldberg  '89  recently  retired 
from  the  McComb  School  District  where 
she  worked  as  a  school  counselor. 

Beth  Shull  Herring  '89  and  her  husband, 
Paul,  announce  the  November  2,  2007, 
birth  of  their  twins,  John  David  and  Grace 
Anne.  They  are  welcomed  by  brother  Brack. 

Joseph  Schultz  '89  has  been  promoted  to 
a  Manufacturing  Execution  Systems  Project 
Lead  with  DOW  Chemical  Louisiana. 

Loyd  Sims  '89  was  named  to  the 
Cambridge  Who's  Who  Registry  of 
Executives  and  Professionals. 

Scott  Wimberly  '89  has  been  named 
executive  director  of  Leadership  for  Open 
Door  Christian  School  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 


1990's 


Kade  Moody  '91  has  been 
made  partner  within  the 
Jackson  office  of  Home,  LLP 
CPAs  &  Business  Advisors. 


Linda  Parker  '91  was  awarded  the  2007 
Jacobs  Engineering  Group's  Engineering, 
Science  and  Technical  Services  highest 
honor,  the  Apogee  Award. 


Marsha  Dieckman  '92 

has  been  made  partner 
within  the  Jackson  office 
of  Home,  LLP  CPAs  & 
Business  Advisors. 

Jarrod  Ravencraft  '92 

has  been  named  president 
of  the  Public  Relations 
Association  of  Mississippi. 


Eric  Hook  '93  and  Beth 
Hook  announce  the 
September  17,  2006,  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Abby 
Elizabeth  Hook.  She  is 
welcomed  by  sister  Emma  and  brother  John. 

Kristen  Phillips  Kern  '93,  '94  and  Todd 
Kern  announce  the  November  8,  2007, 
birth  of  their  daughter  Courtney  Elizabeth 


Kern.  She  is  welcomed  by  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  Lyn  Walters  Phillips  '70, 
Ron  Phillips  '69  and  Jimmie  Watts 
Phillips  73,  '86,  '94. 

Charles  H.  "Charlie" 
Lewis  IV  '93  of 

McComb  has  been 
elected  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  Mississippi 
Young  Bankers,  a  section  of  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association. 

Melissa  Gordon  Abbott  '94  has 

been  accepted  into  a  clinical  psychology 
doctoral  program  at  the  Colorado  School 
of  Professional  Psychology. 

Hassan  Aziz  '94, 

right,  visited  Singapore 
and  the  State  of  Qatar 
to  address  medical 
personnel  at  the 
National  University  Hospital  and  five 
universities  on  global  emerging  infections. 
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Bret  Boyles  '95  has  joined  the  Breaux- 
Lott  Leadership  Group,  a  bipartisan 
consulting  firm. 

Chris  Curry  '95,  '00  and 
Lolly  Brewer  Curry  '98 

announce  the  January  15, 
2008,  birth  of  their  son, 
Luke  Christopher  Curry. 
He  is  welcomed  by  sister  Lauren  and  Golden 
Eagle  grandparents  Linda  Curry  '83  and 
Raymond  and  Patricia  Brewer  '93. 

Ellen  M.  Greeke  '96  currently  serves  as 
secretary  for  the  Association  of  Teachers  of 
Math  in  Maine  (ATOMIM)  and  publicity 
co-chair  for  the  ATOMIM  and  Association 
of  Teachers  of  Math  in  New  England 
2008  fall  conference.  She  also  serves  as 
president  of  the  Knox  County  Republican 
Women  and  secretary  of  the  Knox  County 
Republican  Committee. 

Jerlando  F.  L.  Jackson 

'96  has  been  named 
director  and  instructor  for 
"Research  Course  on 
African  Americans  and 
Education,"  for  the  American  Educational 
Research  Associations  annual  meeting. 

Jennifer  MacKenzie  '96  is  currently 
pursuing  a  masters  degree  in  social  work  at 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  She 
is  employed  as  a  licensed  social  worker  at 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Gulfport. 


Stacey  Lazenby 
Malaret  '96  announc- 
es the  April  15,  2008, 
birth  of  her  twins, 
Madison  Nancy  and 


Brandon  Edward. 


Cliff  Speaks  '96  recently  had  his  art  work 
featured  at  Southern  Breeze  Gallery  in  Jackson. 

Alexa  Zupko  Wier  '96  and  Steven  Wier 
announce  the  November  6,  2007,  birth  of 
their  twins,  Caroline  Lindsey  and  Carter  Ewing. 
They  are  welcomed  by  brother  Bennett  Alexander. 

Carolyn  Dampeer  '97  announces  the 
November  26,  2007,  birth  of  her  daughter, 
Morgan  Moriah  Dampeer. 


Stacy  Smith  Dawsey  '97  and  Doug 
Dawsey  were  married  on  March  7,  2008. 

7  and  Neely  Graham 
announce  the  March  25,  2008,  birth  of 
their  son,  Jamison  Talbot  Graham. 

Brandy  Perez  '97  and  Matthew  Perez 

'98  announce  the  April  2,  2007,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Bayla  Elaine  Perez.  She  is 
welcomed  by  brother  Jack  Henry  Perez. 

Jeff  Todd  '97  and  Deborah  Todd  '00 

announce  the  January  24,  2008,  birth  of 
their  son,  Austin  Jeffrey  Todd. 

Don  Berglund  '98  and  Sarah  Berglund 
announce  the  May  5,  2007,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Lila  Cate  Berglund. 

Latasha  S.  Glaude  '98  announces  the 
June  23,  2005,  birth  of  her  son,  Julian 
Chandler  Glaude. 

Emilio  R.  Mahia  '98  and  Anne 
Elizabeth  Seybold  '00  were  married  on 
March  29,  2008. 

Brad  Reynolds  '98  of  Meridian  has  recently 
celebrated  the  two-year  anniversary  of  his  af- 
filiation with  WBR  Investment  Services,  LLC. 

Dwaninia  Spann  '98  was  promoted 
in  August  2007  to  regional  collections 
manager  for  Sara  Senior  Care. 

Gary  Williams  '98  has  accepted  an  as- 
sociate attorney  position  with  Rainer  Law 
Firm  in  Brandon. 

Daniel  H.  Anderson  'S  9  and  Jenny 
Anderson  '05  announce  the  February  25, 
2008,  birth  of  their  son,  Gage  Daniel  Anderson. 

Natasha  Baughman 
'99,  '05  was  named  one 
of  Mississippi's  Top  50 
Business  Women  of 
'     ^^^     2007  by  the  Mississippi 
Business  Journal. 

Terry  I.  Miles'  '99  first  children's  book, 
"Gussie  the  Christmas  Goose  and  Other 
Stones,"  has  been  named  a  Top  Ten  Local 
Best  Seller  bv  Barnes  and  Noble  of  Gulfport. 


Allyson  Robinson  Oury  '99  announces 
the  October  1,  2007,  birth  of  her  son, 
Nicholas  Garret  Oury. 

Markeda  Wade  '99  announces  the  Dec.  25. 
2007,  birth  of  her  son,  Keeton  Samuel  Wade. 


2000's 


Jason  C.  Crane  '00  and 
Jennifer  Dudley  Crane 

'01  announce  the  Sept. 
29,  2007.  birth  of  their 
son,  Jacob  Allen  Crane. 


Jennifer  Delmas  Clark  '01  and  Stephen 

Clark  '03  were  married  on  December  29, 

2007.  The  couple  resides  in  Vicksburg. 

Shannon  Phillips  '01 

has  been  elected  to  the 
Executive  Council  of 
Mississippi  Young 
Bankers,  a  section  of  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association. 

Michael  Rogers  '01,  '04  and  Jessica  Wilson 

'02,  '04  were  married  on  July  14,  2006. 

Chris  Taylor  '01  graduated  with  a 
Master's  of  Science  degree  in  Educational 
Leadership  from  Louisiana  Tech  University 
on  March  1,  2008.  He  and  his  wife,  Angie, 
also  announce  the  April  11,  2008,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Katherine  Taylor. 

Robert  D.  White  '01  and  Catherine  E. 
Wall  White  '03  announce  the  January  13, 

2008,  of  their  daughter.  Caitlyn  Elizabeth 
White.  She  is  welcomed  by  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  Gerald  '74  and  Amy  Wall 
'74  and  Terry  White  '80,  '85. 

Jackie  Massey  '02  and  Chuck  Lofton  were 
married  at  La  Maison  Gamier  on  October  27. 
2007.  The  couple  resides  in  Ocean  Springs. 

Jessica  Case  Smith  '02  announces  the 
February  7.  2008,  birth  of  her  daughter. 
Julia  AnnaGail  Smith. 


Brandy  Bowlin  '03  was 
named  Cypress 
Pharmaceutical  Inc.'s  2001 
Employee  of  the  Year. 
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Southern  Miss  alumnus 
Randy  Raggio '91  has  been 
honored  with  the  President's 
lunteer  Service  Award  for  his 
unteer  service  with  Desire 
Street  Academy. 

Launched  in  New  Orleans 
2002,  Desire  Street  Acad- 
iy  strives  to  empower  young 
m  physically,  academically, 
ritually,  and  socially  and  to 
uip  them  for  success  in  life, 
ggio  is  an  academic  tutor 
remedial  math  and  the  ACT 
college  entrance  exam  prepa- 
ration for  the  organization.  In 
addition,  he  helped  prepare  a  marketing  plan  for  Desire  Street  Academy 
and  has  worked  with  its  advisory  committee  on  publicity  and  fundraising. 

The  President's  Volunteer  Service  Award  was  created  at  the  president  of 
the  United  States'  direction  by  the  President's  Council  on  Service  and  Civic 
Participation.  The  award  is  available  to  youth  ages  14  and  under  who  have 
completed  50  or  more  hours  of  volunteer  service,  to  individuals  1 5  and  older 
who  have  completed  1 00  or  more  hours,  and  to  families  or  groups  who  have 
completed  200  or  more  hours. 

Raggio,  pictured  at  left  with  President  Bush  and  Desire  Street  Academy 
Acting  Executive  Director  Danny  Wuerffel,  is  currently  an  assistant  professor 
at  Louisiana  State  University.  He  earned  his  undergraduate  degree  in  man- 
agement information  systems  from  Southern  Miss,  an  MBA  with  a  concentra- 
tion in  marketing  from  Vanderbilt  University  and  a  doctorate  in  marketing 
from  Ohio  State  University. 

Raggio's  professional  marketing  experience  includes  time  as  the  mar- 
keting director  for  toy  company,  Kidpower.  He  has  produced  more  than  1 3 
commercials  for  products  that  have  aired  on  national  cable  television  and  has 
appeared  on  QVC  three  times.  In  1 998,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Toy  Manu- 
facturers of  America  Blue  Ribbon  Communications  Panel.  Additionally,  Raggio 
worked  with  Andersen  Consulting  (now  Accenture)  before  leaving  the  firm  to 
start  his  own  company. 

Raggio's  work  extends  far  beyond  the  world  of  business  and  profit.  In 
1  999,  he  spent  seven  weeks  in  India  helping  to  develop  daycare  centers 
for  children  in  the  slums  of  Mumbai.  In  2006,  he  founded  and  directed  the 
"Louisiana  Thanks  You!"  campaign  to  help  the  people  of  Louisiana  express 
their  gratitude  for  the  overwhelmingly  generous  response  to  hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita. 

Born  and  raised  in  Mandeville,  La.,  Raggio  now  resides  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  with  his  wife  Noel  and  their  children,  Jenna  and  Jack. 


Anthony  Difatta  Jr.  '02  recently 
donated  a  "party  landscape"  impromptu 
painting  for  a  live  auction  for  St. 
Stanislaus  College's  2008  edition  of  their 
Rockin'  the  Globe  fundraiser. 


Danielle  Prejean 
Clarke  '04  and  Fred 
Clarke  III  '07  were 
married  on  July  14,  2007, 
in  Lake  Charles,  La. 


Olivia  N.  Cox  '04,  '08  and 
Christopher  J.  Estrade  '04  are  engaged 
and  will  marry  on  November  8,  2008. 

Allison  M.  Long  '04  has  accepted  a 
position  as  a  probation  officer  for  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Corrections  in 
Harrison  County. 

Rosalind  Newsom  '04  has  earned  a  mas 
ter's  degree  in  forensic  psychology  from  the 
Chicago  School  of  Professional  Psychology. 

Robert  A.  McTyre  '05  is  currently  serving 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  alumni  as- 
sociation of  Kennesaw  State  University  and 
is  president-elect  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
Committee  on  Fine  and  Applied  Arts. 

April  Squires  Middleton  '05  was  recently 
married  on  Nov.  10,  2007. 

Virginia  B.  Muller  '05  and  Jason 
Asbury  '05  became  engaged  over  New 
Year's  Eve  2007. 

Jeff  Spurlock  '05, 

an  associate 
professor  in  Troy 
University's  Hall 
School  of 

Journalism,  is  the  recipient  of  the  Ingalls 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Classroom  Teaching, 
the  university's  most  prestigious  honor  for 
faculty  members.  The  Ingalls  Award  is  given 
annually  to  the  teacher  on  the  Troy  Campus 
who  has  "most  diligently,  effectively  and 
cheerfully  conducted  his  or  her  classes  during 
the  current  academic  year.' 

Billy  Stage  '05  received  an  MBA  from 
Southern  Miss  in  May  2008  and  has  been 
admitted  to  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law. 
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Mark  "Theo"  Vallas  '05  accepted  a 
position  in  April  2006  as  a  manager  with 
Bop's  Frozen  Custard. 

Cynthia  Dabbs  '06  is  currently  the 
public  relations  coordinator  tor  the  Ocean 
Springs  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Betty  E.  Rische  '06  relocated  to  Texas 
following  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Melissa  Roughton  '06  is  attending 
graduate  school  at  New  England  College 
in  New  Hampshire. 

Robyn  Alana  Sprehe  '06  and  Joseph 
M.  Clavel  were  married  on  April  25,  2008. 
The  couple  resides  in  Franklinton,  La. 

Jenna  Tapper  '06  has  accepted  a 
position  teaching  third  grade  at  Lopez 
Elementary  in  Biloxi. 

Anitra  Wooten  '06  and  Wooten's  Expert 
Marketing  Services  are  now  offering  re- 
sume and  cover  letter  writing  and  editing, 
reference  list  writing,  marketing  portfolio 
packages,  and  consulting. 

Donald  J.  Falgoust  has  been  named  vice 
president  of  Food  and  Beverage  for  FelCor 
Lodging  Trust. 

In  Memoriam 

Blanche  Hollingshead  '31  of  Redding, 

Calif.,  died  Jan.  25,2008. 

Otie  Grace  Turnage  Underwood  '32 

of  Amory  died  Dec.  10,  2007. 

Mary  Carpenter  '35  of  Savannah 

Tenn.,  died  Jan.  23,  2008. 

Mable  M.  Carr  '35  of  Brandon  died 

Dec.  26,  2005. 

Mary  Agnes  Law  '35  of  Durham,  N.C., 

died  March  16,  2008. 

Margaret  Weir  Blackwood  Manis  '37 

of  Slidell,  La.,  died  Dec.  12,  2007. 

Syble  Landrum  Vaughn  Raley  '37  of 

Meridian  died  Jan.  4,  2008. 

Helen  Simmons  Beckner  '38  of 

Tylertown  died  April  9,  2008. 

Virgie  W.  Mommsen  '38  of  Miami 

Springs,  Fla.,  died  Dec.  19,  2007. 

Alice  Michael  '39  of  Lumberton  died 

Feb.  5,  2007. 


Charles  Thomas  '86  has 
moved  to  Hong  Kong  to  develop 
Disney  Youth  Programs  at  Hong 
Kong  Disneyland.  He  is  currently 
a  Disney  Youth  Event  manage- 
ment director. 

A  1986  instrumental  music 
education  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss,  Thomas  served  as  drum 
major  for  the  Pride  of  Missis- 
sippi marching  band  and  per- 
formed in  various  performance 
ensembles  including  Southern 
Exposure,  the  Wind  Ensemble 
and  Horn  choir.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  several  campus  organi- 
zations including  Kappa  Alpha  Orde 

Thomas  began  his  career  with  Disney  in  1 988  as  a  Walt  Disney  World 
parade  performer.  What  was  supposed  to  be  a  summer  job  turned  into  a 
lifelong  career  with  Disney.  He  eventually  became  a  guest  talent  coordinator, 
hosting  guest  performing  groups  through  Disney  Magic  Music  Days.  In  this 
capacity,  Thomas  coordinated  with  music  educators  to  plan  their  Disney  trips 
and  led  several  teams  in  Disney  Youth  Programs. 

Thomas  recently  celebrated  his  20th  anniversary  with  Walt  Disney  Parks 
and  Resorts  where  he  has  spent  1 9  years  at  the  resort  leading  Sales,  Market- 
ing, and  Event  teams  in  the  Disney  Youth  Programs  education  and  music  per- 
formance segment  of  the  company.  He  has  worked  on  the  development  and 
growth  of  popular  international  school  programs  at  the  Disney  Parks  including 
Disney  Magic  Music  Days,  Disney  Youth  Education  Series,  Disney  Grad  Nite, 
Festival  Disney  and  The  Disney  Honors. 

While  in  Hong  Kong,  Thomas  has  created  and  developed  youth  educa- 
tion and  music  performance  programs  at  Hong  Kong  Disneyland.  He  has 
developed  seven  Disney  Youth  Education  Series  programs  and  hosted  several 
school  choirs  and  local  performers. 


Hazel  Dallas  Walker  '39  of  Jackson 

died  Dec.  10,  2007. 

Mattie  Fern  Light  Richardson  '40  of 

Meridian  died  Dec.  12,  2007. 
Katherine  "Kitty"  Saunders  Currie  '41 

of  Scooba  died  Jan.  23,  2008. 

Corrie  Bunch  '43  of  Sallis  died  Jan.  20.  2008. 

Virginia  L.  Lewis  '45  of  Brandon  died 

Feb.  16,  2008. 

WJ.  Davis  '47  of  Dallas,  Texas,  died 

April  10,  2008. 

Kenneth  C.  Collins  '49  of  Long  Beach 

died  March  13,2008 


Evelyn  D.  Prescott  '49  of  McComb  died 

Feb.  7,  2008. 

JV  Ray  '49  of  Tulsa.  Okla.,  died  Jan.  19,  2l     - 

John  S.  Virden  '49  of  Hinsdale.  III.,  died 

Dec.  20.  2007. 

George  Allred  '50  of  Idaho  Falls,  ind ., 

died  Feb.  29,  2008. 

William  F.  Mayo  Sr.  '50  of  San  Antonio. 

Texas,  died  March  30,  2008 

William  Morris  Narro  '50  ofBullard, 

Texas,  died  Jan.  19,  2008 

More  Class  Notes  on  p.  60 
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Mathews  Recognized  for  Support 
of  Mississippi  Coast  Community 

Ricky  Mathews 
'84  has  been 
awarded  the  Pat 
Santucci  "Spirit  of 
the  Coast,"  award 
by  the  Mississippi 
Coast  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  The 
chamber's  highest 
honor,  the  award 
is  given  annually 
to  a  chamber  leader  who  exhibits  professional 
and  personal  support  of  the  Coast  community. 

A  1984  graduate  of  Southern  Miss,  Mathews 
is  currently  the  publisher/president  of  the  Sun 
Herald.  He  previously  served  as  vice  president 
for  marketing  for  the  Sun  Herald.  Mathews  is 
a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association's  Board 
of  Directors  and  the  Gulf  Park  Society.  He  is  a 
2006  inductee  to  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and  a 
member  of  the  Southern  Miss  100. 

Mathews  and  his  wife,  Ann  Marie  '87,  reside 
in  Biloxi. 


Alumnus  Accepts 
Lauderdale  County 
Government  Post 


Mike  Sumrall  79  has  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  Lauderdale 
County  administrator.  A 
Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  who  most  recently 
was  the  Mississippi  Democratic 
Party's  nominee  for  state  auditor, 
Sumrall  received  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  accounting  from  Southern  Miss  in  1979. 

Sumrall  has  served  the  Mississippi  State  Auditor's  Office  as 
senior  auditing  accountant  and  EDP  Audit  Section  manager.  He 
has  also  been  a  contract  auditor  for  Forrest  County  Agricultural 
High  School  and  Marion  County  Department  of  Education,  a 
school  business  manager  for  the  Pike  County  Department  of 
Education,  and  county  administrator  and  chief  financial  officer  for 
Forrest  County.  He  is  a  certified  information  system  auditor  and  a 
certified  government  auditing  professional. 

Sumrall  and  his  family  reside  in  Covington  County.  An  active 
community  member,  he  is  a  member  of  Rock  Hill  Baptist  Church 
and  the  Covington  County  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Alumna's  Passion  Turns  Professional 


Chmika  Hughes-Hood  '98  has 
launched  a  talk  show-inspired  online 
news  magazine  called  "Chinika.com." 
The  Web  site  aims  to  showcase  tales  of 
everyday  heroism,  as  well  as  prominent 
issues  through  features,  forums,  blogs, 
photos,  video  and  quizzes. 

Based  in  Hattiesburg,  Chinika.com 
highlights  stories  of  survival  and  tests 
of  the  human  spirit.  It  provides  access 
to  relationship,  health  and  financial 
experts,  along  with  celebrity  interviews 
and  current  events.  One  such  feature 
is  an  interview  with  Coach  Ken  Carter, 
inspiration  of  the  movie,  "Coach  Carter." 

The  Web  site  also  features  infor- 
mation about  health  issues  such  as 
rheumatoid  arthritis  disease  and  fibro- 
myalgia. Chinika.com  has  been  featured 
on  WLOX-TV,  located  in  Gulfport,  the 


Hattiesburg  American  and  WXMI  Radio 
of  Hattiesburg  and  Arthritis  Today. 

A  McComb  native,  Hughes-Hood 
graduated  from  the  Southern  Miss  in 
1998  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  com- 
munication. Her  professional  experience 
includes  stints  with  the  University's 
Department  of  Marketing  and  Public 
Relations;  the  Hattiesburg  American; 
KTRK-TV  in  Houston,  Texas;  WAPT 
and  WLBT-TV  of  Jackson;  WDAM-TV 
in  Hattiesburg;  WCBI-TV  in  Columbus; 
and  the  Enterprise  Journal  in  McComb. 
Hughes-Hood  was  nominated  for  a 
Wesley  Hospital  2007  Strong  Woman 
award  in  the  perseverance  category  for 
her  battle  with  both  fibromyalgia  and 
rheumatoid  arthritis. 

Hughes-Hood  and  her  family  reside 
in  Hattiesburg. 
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Shrubb  Named  President  of 
Community  and  Technical  College 


Richard  Shrubb  '92  has  been  appointed  president  of 
Minnesota  West  Community  and  Technical  College. 

Prior  to  his  appointment,  Shrubb  was  vice  presi- 
dent of  academic  and  student  affairs  at  Terra  State 
Community  College  in  Ohio.  He  has  served  as  dean 
of  general  education  and  director  of  the  Clinton 
County  campus  at  Southern  State  Community 
College  in  Ohio;  associate  professor,  program  direc- 
tor of  technical  communication  and  assessment 

coordinator  at  the  Milwaukee  School  of  Engineering;  and  English  faculty  member 

at  Pearl  River  Community  College  in  Pearl  River. 

Shrubb  earned  a  doctorate  in  educational  leadership  and  supervision  of 

instruction  from  Southern  Miss  in  f992.  He  also  holds  masters  degrees  from 

William  Carey  University  and  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  and  a  bachelor's 

degree  from  Lee  University  in  Tennessee. 


Alumni  Work  to  Empower  Sport  Management  Industry 


Colby  Jubenville  '95,  '99  Benjamin 
Goss  '99  and  Mike  Martinez  '01,  '03 
have  developed  the  Journal  of  Sport 
Administration  and  Supervision. 

Based  in  the  Middle  Tennessee  State 
University's  (MTSLO  Sports 
Management  Program,  the 
scholarly  journal  aims  to  em- 
power the  sport  management 
industry  and  its  practitio- 
ners. The  journal  will  tackle 
issues  such  as  drug  cultures 
in  sports;  parental  involve- 
ment in  youth  sports;  and  images,  role 
models,  and  sportsmanship. 

Jubenville  serves  as  the  publisher  of 
the  journal  and  is  an  associate  professor 
of  health  and  human  performance  and 


coordinator  of  MTSU's  sports  manage- 
ment graduate  program.  A  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association,  he  received 
his  doctoral  and  master's  degrees  from 
Southern  Miss  and  a  bachelor's  degree 
from  Millsaps  College. 

Editor-in-chief  of  the 
journal,  Goss  is  also  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Association. 
He  serves  as  an  assistant 
professor  in  the  entertain- 
ment management  program 
at  Missouri  State  University. 
Martinez,  currently  an  MTSU 
doctoral  student,  created  the  journal's 
design  and  layout.  He  is  a  former 
sports  information  specialist  for 
Southern  Miss  and  a  sportswriter. 


Neil  Williams  Named 
CFO  of  Intuit,  Inc. 

R.  Neil  Williams  75  is  the  new 
chief  financial  officer  and  senior  vice 
president  of  Intuit,  Inc.  Intuit,  Inc., 
specializes  in  personal  finance,  small 
business  and  tax  software. 

Williams  received  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  business  admin- 
istration and  is  a  certified  public 
accountant. 

Williams  was  previously  the 
executive  vice  president  and  chief 
financial  officer  for  Visa  USA.  Inc.  In 
his  role,  he  reported  to  Visa's  chief 
executive  officer  and  led  all  financial 
functions  for  the  company  and  its 
subsidiaries.  Williams  also  held  the 
dual  role  of  chief  financial  officer  for 
Inovant  LLC,  Visa's  global  information 
technology  organization  responsible 
for  global  transactions  processing  and 
technology  development. 

Before  joining  Visa  USA,  Inc.. 
Williams  spent  his  career  in  the 
financial  services  arena. 

Williams  and  his  wile  Teresa 
reside  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


Accomplished  Alumnus  Records  First  Solo  Album 


Leroy  Percy  Smith  '65  has  recorded  his 
first  solo  album,  "Years  in  the  Making,"  Smith 
is  a  former  member  of  the  University  march- 
ing and  concert  bands  and  the  University 
Singers.  He  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
music  education  m  1°W  and  completed  mili- 
tary service  as  a  member  ol  the  266th  Arm) 
band  performing  for  troops  in  Vietnam, 


Following  his  service,  Smith  was 
employed  by  CBS  Records  Hollywood  for 
20  years  in  sales  and  marketing.  He  then 
moved  to  Sony  Music,  where  he  remained 
for  14  years  as  a  sales  executive. 

A  name  of  Belzoni,  Smith  currently 
resides  in  Scottsdale,  Ariz. 
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Richard  "Dick"  McArthur  Spinks 

McLeary  '50  of  Dekalb  died  Dec.  21,  2007. 

Jim  Stumph  '50  of  Temple,  Texas,  died 

Feb.  23,  2008. 

Arthur  S.  Gordin  '51  of  Crystal  Springs 

died  Feb.  15,  2008. 

Robert  Frank  Ladner  '51  of  Picayune 

died  Feb.  14,  2008. 

Willie  R.  Webb  '51  of  Beaumont  died 

Dec.  17,  2007. 

Ralph  E.  Kalusche  Sr.  '52  of  Wichita 

Falls,  Texas,  died  Jan.  6,  2008. 

William  R.  "Bill"  Rainey  '52  of 

Gulfport  died  Feb.  3,  2008. 

Robert  "Bob"  Fortenberry  '53  of  Baton 

Rouge,  La.,  died  Dec.  27,  2007. 

Nolan  Gamble  Jr.  '53  of  Mobile,  Ala., 

died  Jan.  29,  2008. 

Clyde  Wilfred  Granberry  '53  of 

Salisbury,  N.C.,  died  Feb.  12,  2008. 

Dorothy  McManus  Smith  '53  of  Lees 

Summit,  Mo.,  died  Nov.  24,  2007. 

Mary  Anne  Baird  '55  of  Brookhaven 

died  Sept.  12,  2007. 

Mark  G.  Hunter  '55  of  Decatur,  Ala  , 

died  March  22,  2008. 

Blanche  V.  Simmons  '55  of  Madison, 

Ala.,  died  Dec.  19,  2007. 


Scottie  Keith  '56  of  Fori  Lauderdale, 

Fla.,  died  March  22,  2008. 

Howard  D.  Sumrall  Jr.  '56  of  Mobile, 

Ala,  died  Jan.  10,2008. 

James  B.  Cheek  '57  of  Clinton  died 

March  3,  2008. 

James  Williams  Gunn  '57  of  Norfolk, 

Va.,  died  Feb.  4,  2008. 

Robert  David  Ham  '57  of  Magee  died 

March  2,  2008. 

Pat  Moore  '57  of  Biloxi  died  Jan.  17,  2008. 

Lottie  K.  Murray  '57  of  Natchez  died 

Dec.  30,  2007. 

Raymond  Charles  Stokes  '57  of 

Meridian  died  March  7,  2008. 

Floyd  Likins  '58  of  Opelika,  Ala.,  died 

Dec.  1,  2007. 

Aloysius  "Al"  Benjamin  Miller  '58  of 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  Dec.  30,  2007. 

Patricia  Myers  Steen  '58  of  Jackson 

died  Feb.  15,2008. 

John  Henry  Weston  '58  of  Paradis,  La., 

died  Dec.  20,  2007. 

Charlie  Baetzman  '60  of  Astor,  Fla  , 

died  Jan.  18,2008. 

Lynell  Rogers  '60  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Feb.  1,  2008. 

Kenneth  D.  Adams  '61  of  Phoenix, 

Ariz.,  died  March  16,  2008. 


Frank  Leroy  Dixon  Jr.  '61  of  Kansas 

City,  Mo.,  died  Feb.  13,  2008. 

John  E.  Frenkel  Jr.  '61  of  Pensacola, 

Fla.,  died  Jan.  21,2008. 

Gordon  A.  Saucier  '61  of  Jackson  died 

Jan.  27,  2008. 

Richard  Scott  '61  of  Powder  Springs, 

Ga.,  died  Aug.  18,2007. 

William  Bellamy  '62  of  Dahlongea,  Ga., 

died  Dec.  2,  2007. 

Duris  Speights  Jr.  '62  of  Augusta,  Ga., 

died  April  6,  2008. 

Barbara  L.  Stegall  '63  of  McComb  died 

March  23,  2008. 

Gary  Elliott  Holcomb  Jr.  '64  of 

Bogalusa,  La.,  died  April  7,  2008. 

Roderick  J.  McCrory  '64  of  Lilburn, 

Ga.,  died  March  18,2008. 

Archie  Leon  Taylor  Jr.  '64  of  Ridgeland 

died  Feb.  7,  2008. 

Walter  E.  Dismukes  Sr.  '66  of  Mobile, 

Ala.,  died  March  22,  2008. 

Harold  C.  Hutto  Sr.  '66  ofWarrenton, 

Ga.,  died  March  19,  2008. 

Joseph  Winters  "Jay"  Jones  Jr.  '67  of 

Jackson  died  Feb.  7,  2008. 

Grant  Richard  Feye  '68  of  Riverside, 

111.,  has  died. 


"We  Grow  Them  on  Trees." 

Money  doesn't  grow  on 
trees,  but  how  about  these 
Southern  Miss  "Peaches?" 

(Southerner,  1952) 
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"Henry  Hotze, 

Confederate 

Propagandist" 

Dr.  Lonnie  A.  Burnett  '00 

304  pages,  $39.95 

University  of  Alabama  Press,  2008 

.  ie  life  of  Henry  Hotze 
encompasses  the  history 
of  antebellum  Mobile, 
,      Confederate  military 
\      recruitment,  Civil  War 
"      diplomacy,  interna- 
tional  intrigue  and 
the  development  of 
a  Darwinian-based 
._._.  .tific  evidence  for  differ- 
ences among  human  "races." 

This  book  consists  of  a  biographi- 
cal essay  on  Hotze,  his  contributions  to 
Mobile  newspapers  during  his  military 
service  in  1861,  his  correspondence  with 
Confederate  officials  during  his  service  in 
London,  articles  he  published  in  London 
to  influence  British  and  European  opinion 
and  his  correspondence  with,  and  pub- 
lished work  in  support  of,  Gobineau. 

Lonnie  A.  Burnett  is  Associate  Professor 
of  History  at  the  University  of  Mobile  and 
author  of  "The  Pen  Makes  a  Good  Sword: 
John  Forsyth  of  the  Mobile  Register." 


"Modernist  Heresies" 

Damon  Franke 

320  pages,  $47.95 

Ohio  State  University  Press,  2008 

In  "Modernist  Heresies,"  Damon  Franke 
presents  the  discourse  of  heresy  as  central 
to  the  intellectual  history  of  the  origins  of 
British  modernism.  The  book  examines 
heretical  discourses  from  literature  and  cul- 
ture of  the  fin  de  siecle  and  the  Edwardian 
period  in  order  to  establish  continuities 
between  Victorian  blasphemy  and  modern- 
ist obscenity  by  tracing  the  dialectic  of 
heresy  and  orthodoxy,  and  the  pragmatic 
shifting  of  both  heterodox  and  authoritative 
discourses.  The  discourse  of  heresy  comes 
forth  in  the  book  as  a  forgotten  dimension 
of  the  origins  of  modernism,  one  deeply 
entrenched  in  Victorian  blasphemy  and 
the  crisis  in  faith,  and  one  pointing  to  the 
censorship  of  modernist  literature  and  some 
of  the  first  doctrii 
of  literary  criticis 

Damon  Franke     ■ 
is  assistant  prof<         ■   Modernist 
sor  of  English  at       ■      a  ^resies 
The  University  **,*-»»*«n* 

of  Southern 
Mississippi. 


F'nKoterByiix PhD 


wp. 


"Cotton  Row" 

Dr.  Ferris  Byxbe  ' 
1 16  pages,  $16. 
PublishAmerica, 
2007 

"Cotton  Row" 
begins  in  1959  in  th 
soft,  fertile  under- 
belly of  the  Mississip 
Delta.  In  the  midst  of  racial  turbulence, 
the  rape,  mutilation  and  murder  of  a  little 
girl  fueled  a  thirst  for  vengeance  and 
justice  in  the  Deep  South.  A  field  of  white 
cotton  stained  with  the  blood  of  youthful 
innocence  sets  forth  a  conspiracy  even 
the  nation's  most  prominent  federal  law 
enforcement  agency  is  helpless  in  its 
attempt  at  closure. 

Dr.  Ferris  Byxbe  heads  the  criminal  jus- 
tice program  at  Sul  Ross  State  University- 
Rio  Grande  College.  He  is  a  former 

tor  of  criminal  justice  and  forensic 

i  n_e  at  Southern  Miss  and  received 
his  doctoral  degree  from  the  University  in 
He  has  taught  at  Military  College 
orgia  and  Delta  State  University. 

Although  Byxbe  has  been  a  prolific 
thor  for  prestigious  criminal  justice 
jrnals  during  his  19  years  of  college 
teaching,  "Cotton  Row"  is  his  first  attempt 
at  reaching  a  popular  audience. 


Mary  Annelle  Holifield  '68  of  Laurel 

died  March  30,  2008. 

Billy  Daniel  '69  of  Calhoun,  La.,  died 

Dec.  19,  2007. 

Donald  A.  Smith  '69  of  Ocean  Springs 

died  Feb.  10,  2008. 

Bennie  VanCourt  '69  of  Ocean  Springs 

died  March  31,  2008. 

Roger  C.  Burkes  '70  of  Decatur  died 

Jan.  13,  2008. 

Michael  Allen  Roman  '70  ofMolino, 

Fla.,  died  Feb.  20,  2008. 

Annie  Bailey  Smith  '70  of  Gulfport  died 

April  12,  2008. 

Mamie  Ruth  Smith  70  of  Gulfport  died  in  2003 

Vernon  Lee  Boushell  '71  of  Merritt 

Island,  Fla.,  died  April  8,  2008. 

Jesse  Richard  Greer  '71  ofStarkville 

died  Dec.  21,  2007. 

Larry  R.  Horde  '71  of  Council  Hill, 

Okla.,  died  March  25,  2008. 


Doris  Curry  LeDuke  Traylor  '71  of 

Pearl  died  Dec.  31,  2007. 

2  ofVancleavedied 
March  3,  2008. 

Robert  Aldie  Hinson  'V2  of  Gulfport 
died  Feb.  14,  2008. 

Douglas  K.  "Doug"  Mackay  '72  of 
Columbus  died  Jan.  16,  2008. 

2  of  Wadena,  Minn  . 
died  Jan.  23,2008. 

Louis  H.  Alexander  '73  of Bogue  Chitto 
died  Jan.  7,  2008 

William  Hill  Garwood  Jr.  '73,  '77  of 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  died  March  1,  2008. 
Kathryn  Lightsey  Price  '73  of  Ellisville 
died  Jan.  25,2008. 
Robert  P.  Oschner  '74  of  Princeton 
N.J.,  died  March  2,  2008. 
Jimmie  Robinson  '74  of  Bay  Springs 
died  Nov.  21,2007 


Nancy  Anne  Berends  '75,  '77  of 

Guntersville,  Ala.,  died  Dec.  17,  2007. 
Charles  P.  Cartee  '75  of  Gulfport  died 
Dec.  22,  2007. 

Eubert  G.  Lloyd  '75  of  Daphne.  Ala  . 
died  March  21,  2008. 
Jan  Hargon  Becklean  '76  of  Muscle 
Shoals.  Ala.,  died  Jan.  22.  2008. 
Gerald  K.  Thomas  '76  of  Spearsville, 
La.,  died  March  28.  2008 
Lawrence  Carlisle  Davis  '77  of  Mi 
Pleasant,  S.C.,  died  March  18.  2008 
Rebecca  Elder  Ball  '78  ofBiloxi  died 
Dec    13,2007, 

Charles  A.  "Chuck"  Garner  '78  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  died  Feb.  1".  2008 
Donald  "Scott"  Johnson  '78  of 
Orlando.  Fla.,  died  March  13,  2008 
Faye  Escude  Truex  '78  of  Mansura,  La 
died  [an    18,  2008 


Spring  2008 


o' 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life  with  other 

Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  be  a  part  of  the 

classnotes  section  of  The  Talon,  please  fill  out 

this  form  and  mail  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
118  College  Drive  #501 3 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

or  e-mail  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 

DATE      


NAME 


Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


CHILDREN 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 


Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stomped  envelope  to  return  any 

materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 


CLASS  NOTES) 


Melba  Griffith  Buchanan  '79  of 

Pascagoula  died  March  3,  2008. 

Albert  N.  Moses  III  '80  of  Green  Valley, 

Ariz.,  died  April  f,  2008. 

John  Daniel  "Danny"  Williams  '81  of 

Pass  Christian  died  Jan.  2,  2008. 

Michael  H.  Ingraffia  '83  of  Roswell, 

Ga.,  died  March  11,2008. 

Sandra  Willis  Smith  '83  of  Ocala,  Fla  , 

died  Dec.  20,  2007. 

Don  Risk  '84  of  Ocean  Spnngs  died  Nov.  4, 2007. 

Junie  Louise  Shoemaker  Jarrett  '86  of 

Ocean  Springs  died  Jan.  24,  2008. 

Timothy  Ezell  Lovorn  '86  of  Mobile, 

Ala.,  died  Feb.  28,  2008. 

Kathleen  Barry  Hickery  '87  of  New 

Orleans,  La.,  died  Feb.  28,  2008. 

Frank  C.  Koch  III  '87  of  Pass  Christian 

died  March  16,  2008. 

Barbara  Cassady  Lawson  '87  of 

Gulfport  died  Feb.  6,  2008. 

David  Siler  '87  of  New  Hebron  died  Jan. 

10,  2008. 

Sarah  Adams  Westbrook  '87  of 

Madison  died  March  6,  2008. 

Brenda  Kay  Henson  '88,  '92,  '04  of 

Dumas,  Ark.,  died  Feb.  8,  2008. 

David  Lamar  Wilson  '88  of  Kingwood, 

Texas,  died  Feb.  12,  2008. 

Ruby  Louise  Johnson  '89  of  Osyka  died 

March  6,  2008. 

Hazel  Wilson  Thurmon  '91  of  Ocean 

Springs  died  Jan.  21,2008. 

Susan  M..  Tootle  '91  of  Gulfport  died 

Dec.  19,  2007. 

Dudley  Doug  Wills  '93  of  Sylva,  N.C., 

died  Jan.  28,2008. 

Robert  A.  Bruce  '96  of  Diamondhead 

died  Feb.  17,  2008. 

Johneen  A.  Kenney  Sabagh  '99  of 

Pascagoula  died  Jan.  12,  2008. 

John  S.  Anderson  '04  of  Purvis  died 

Dec.  17,  2007. 


Emily  Diane  Bearden  '04  of  Clinton 

died  Dec.  29,  2007. 

Robert  Jeremy  Lespi  '04  of  Hattiesburg 

died  Dec.  28,  2007. 

Martha  Mcllwain  '04  of  Waynesboro 

died  Dec.  7,  2005. 

Angelia  White-Pounds  '04  of 

Hattiesburg  died  March  3,  2008. 

Robert  E.  Tillmon  Sr.  '05  of  Magnolia 

died  March  11,2008. 

Lowry  K.  Anderson  of  Gulfport  died 

March  10,  2008. 

Bobby  L.  Berry  of  Flora  died  Jan.  5,  2008. 

Richard  A.  Berryhill  of  Decatur  died 

March  9,  2008. 

Nell  Kirschenbaum  Bishop  of  Biloxi 

died  March  1,  2008. 

Margaret  W.  Boyd  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Dec.  22,  2007. 

Gerald  E.  Bundy  Sr.  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Feb.  6,  2008. 

Joann  L.  Durham  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 

died  Dec.  11,2007. 

Deward  G.  Fountain  of  Jackson,  died 

March  28,  2008. 

Ralph  R.  Goodman  of  Bay  St.  Louis  died 

March  10,  2008. 

Kathy  Walker  Hanning  of  Pascagoula 

died  Jan.  27,2008. 

Simmie  Heidelburg  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Jan.  27,  2008. 

Peggy  Redd  Hudgens  of  Brandon  died 

April  18,  2008. 

M.  Ray  Karnes  of  Hattiesburg  died  Feb. 

26,  2008. 

Janie  B.  Cordell  Leach  of  Rolling  Fork 

died  March  19,  2008. 

Daniel  L.  Lofton  of  Brookhaven  died  Jan. 

8,  2008. 

Iva  Mobley  of  Lumberton  died  Sept.  18,  2007. 

William  Martin  Moody  of  Greenville 

died  Feb.  7,  2008. 

Barbara  Buckley  Pease  of  Shreveport, 

La.,  died  March  15,2008. 


Present  your  Alumni  Association  membership  card 
for  a  10%  discount  off  food  purchases. 


CHESTERFIELD'S 


CASUAL     FINE     DINING™ 


2507  Hardy  Street,  Hattiesburg  •  (601)  582-2778 


OGLETREE 


DISCOVERED  JAZZ 


LEARNED  TO  PLAY  TENNIS 


BECAME  A  FAN. 


STARTED  MY  CAREER. 


MET  THE  LOVE  OF  MY  LIFE 


TIME  TO 


RECONNECT 


For  so  many  of  us,  our  days  at  Southern  Miss  were 
among  the  best  days  of  our  lives.  Reconnect  with 
the  faces,  places  and  memories  that  made  your 
college  experience  special:  Join  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 

There's  no  better  way  to  get  back  in  touch  with 
Southern  Miss.  And  there's  no  better  time  than  the 
present  as  we  launch  our  20,000  in  2010  campaign, 
a  drive  to  grow  our  membership  to  20,000  by  the 
year  2010. 

So  we  encourage  you  to  continue  your  support  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  and  help  us  bring  fellow  alumni 
back  into  the  family. 
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To  find  out  more  about  the  Association 

and  what  it  can  do  tor  vou,  log  on  to 
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Planted  in  1973  by  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Rose  Society,  the 
Rose  Garden  is  maintained  by  the  Southern  Miss  Physical  Plant. 
Maintaining  the  garden  takes  a  larger  measure  ol  dedication  and 
work  than  regular  watering  and  fertilizer  application.  Vulnerable 
to  various  diseases  and  insects,  roses  require  weekly  sprayings  and 
trimming  of  dead  leaves  and  stems,  along  with  thorough  prepping 
of  the  garden  beds  in  the  spring.   A  memorial  to  the  efforts  of 
William  Wicht,  the  rose  society's  first  president,  to  make  the  garden 
a  reality  is  located  nearby. 

Since  its  official  dedication  in  1974,  the  Southern  Miss  rose 
garden  has  received  numerous  awards  for  maintenance  and  display. 

In  1975,  the  garden  was  approved  as  an  accredited  Public  Rose 
Garden  by  All-American  Rose  Selections  Inc.  It  was  featured  in  the 
September  1992  issue  of  American  Rose  magazine. 

Located  near  the  front  entrance  ol  the  campus,  the  semicircular 
garden  consists  of  32  separate  beds,  each  containing  its  own  unique 
hybrid  of  rose.  The  lush,  brightly  colored  flowers  have  enticed 
countless  Southern  Miss  students  to  pick  the  blossoms,  despite 
concerns  that  the  University  fines  those  caught  picking  flowers.  The 
hetty  fines  range  between  $50  and  $500  per  rose. 


Photo  by  Steve  Rouse  '82 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bank  of  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No- Annual-Fee 
MasterCard"  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  1.800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF. 
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Printing  and  Framing.  For  more  information, 
call  1.866.418.0320. 


DiplomaDisplay 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  excursions  for  South- 
ern Miss  alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  information 
or  to  order,  call  1 .866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


Liberty 
Mutual 


MARSH 


Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1 .888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


SOUTHERN  MISS 

TRiViA 


1.  Joseph  Anderson  Cook  served  as  president  from  the 
opening  of  the  institution  in  1912  until  1928. 

2.  Mississippi  Governor  Ross  Barnett  signed  the  bill  that 
made  Mississippi  Southern  College  a  university,  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  on  February  27,  1962. 

3.  The  five  original  buildings  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
include  College  Hall,  Forrest  County  Hall,  Hattiesburg 
Hall,  the  Honor  House  and  the  Ogletree  House. 

4.  Black  and  gold  have  been  Southern  Miss'  colors  since 
the  beginning,  thanks  to  Florence  Burrow  Pope,  who  was 
in  the  school's  first  class  in  1912.  Mrs.  Pope's  suggestion 
of  black  and  gold  was  inspired  by  Black-Eyed  Susans. 


HOW'D    YOU    SCORE? 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association's  C.  A.R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership 
card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is 
designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association 
and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Big  Buck  Sports 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

Brownstone's  LLC 

Caliente  Grille 

Chesterfield's 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Hawthorn  Suites 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodge's  Dental  Clinic 
Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 
King  Photography 
Kitchen  Table 
Lance  Computer  Systems 
Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 
Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 
More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 
Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 
Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 
Oak  Grove  Rental 
Outback  Storage  Co. 
Owen's  Business  Machines 
Parris  Jewelers 
Pine  Burr  Country  Club 
Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 
Signs  First  * 
Simmons  Furniture 
Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 
Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spo 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 


10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  off  merchandise  (firearms  and  sale  items  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

20%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  food  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rote 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

20%  discount  on  oil  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loon  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  coses 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  rental  items /not  valid  with  other  offer 

5%  discount  on  rental 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

15%  discount  on  $outhern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  20  oi  Drink  or  $lush  with  purchase  ofil  or  42  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-and-carry  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase  (sale  items  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 

10%  off  total  bill 


A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*    Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 


Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  form 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 
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not  your 

oRdiNary 
night  out 


visit:  601 .584.4888 

HattiesburgSaenger.com 

eated  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  ol  Housing  and  Urban  Development  and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 
ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


